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BEAUTIFICATION PROGRAM

The effect the environment has on the economic, social
and cultural character of an area is substantial. Beauty has
positive effects and ugliness, negative effects. The Greater
Miami Area has been deteriorating in visual appearance be-
cause of the virtually uncontrolled growth and development
occurring during the past few decades,

The problems associated with beauty are compounded
by the fact that existing conditions tend to be perpetuated.
Many people intuitively create and build in the image of
that to which they are continually exposed. Dade County’s
image as a tropical paradise, so vital to economic health, is
badly tarnished. Action must be taken to reverse the exist-
ing trends in developments which are the cause of many un-
sightly areas. A comprehensive and conscientious program
aimed at beautifying the urban environment is the means by
which this can be accomplished.

To help meet the beautification needs of Dade County,
a four-part program is proposed: (1) the enactment of or-
dinances; {2) joint public-private program; (3) urban rencw-
al: and (4) the development of a greenway system. The
heautification goals that this four-part program is designed
to help achieve are as follows:



1. Recognition and Protection of Natural Environ
mcntal Valies,
The natural setting of Dade County is of intrinsic
biological value and provides considerable acsthetic
potential. Greater recognition and skillful use of this
potential, plus supporling measures te prevent the
unwarranbed abuse of these resources will increase
not enly the beauty but the health and economy of
Dade County.

2. Harmoniows Urban Development.
Harmany, the existance of complimentary relation.
ships, functionally and aesthetically, is an essential
quality of beauty. In the urban environment, beauty
through harmony can arise al many scales and in
many refationships such as between the man-made
ard matural enviconment, between differing land

uses, and between patterns of development and arch-

ibeclure within a commaon land use area.

- Improved Urban Desian.
Enlightened and sensitive planning and design of ur-
ban development, including architecture, streets,
open space, and the functional and decorative para-
phernalia that aceompany them, can greatly increase
the level of urban beauly, Improvement in the de-
sign of public improvements, plus coordinated pub-
lic-private beautification programs can inspire and
be an incentive, for better urban design at all seales,

ORDINANCES

Ordinances can be effective in preventing and abatin
urban ugliness. One of the chief virtues is the widlespren
benefit to local government at Little cost. Such cities as
Coral Gables and Miami Shores already have benefited con-
siderably through the strict enforcement of ordinances re-
quiring the provision of visual amenilies in land develop
ment, Hesidents and businessmen of these communitics
have as a result of initial high quality standards, perpetuzted
a visually pleazant environment.

The following ordinances should be instituted on a
countywide basiz to:

1. Control the type, size and location of outdoor adver-
lising,

2. Establish minimum standards for landscaping and
site development. The existing county ordinanee
regulating the landscaping of off-street parking arcas
is already a step in this direction,

3. Place all utility lines underground.

4. Amend the subdivision regulation to permit cluster
development,and require the donation of apen space
for public recreation use when land is subdivided.

5. Establish a commission of architecture and design
experts to evaluate and make recommendations rela-
tive to the design of new propoesed public buildings
and ather structures,

JOINT BEAUTIFICATION PROJECTS

To improve the appearance of a street or place, it is
usually necessry that both public property in the form of
street and sidewalk rights-of-way and adjacent private pro-
perty be improved. The face lifting of store fronts on a bar-
ren street or the building of a beautiful boulevard through a
rundown neighborhood simply does not by itself result in 4
beautiful area. Improvements on one and not the other can
be wasted effort and money. A program should be estah.
lished that would encourage public agencies and private
interests Lo work cooperatively on beautification projects.

A joint program should be set up in such a way that
private interesls would initiate action by submitling to an
ageney of local government a plan of improvements. Such a
plan should state what private interests intend to do and
what they would like local povernment to do in return.
A joint effort could then be negotiated. Priorities for pro-
jeets of this type should be based on the overall impact of
cach project on the metropolitan environment and on the
the degree of citizen participation.

#H.‘- agsistance of local government could he: (1) tech-
nical adviee to citizen groups; (2} design of specific beauti-
cation projects: (3) capital investments, and {4) mainten-
anee of improved areas,

URBAN RENEWAL

The environmental deterioration of some places has
become so intenze and widespread that it is no longer feasible
or practical to rehabilitate. In these places, it is necessary o
remove the old and start over again. Renewal can be aceom-
plished privately when the area is comparatively small and
only a few land owners are involved. Unfortunately many of
the areas in need of renewal are vast, owned by many people
and inhabited by the poor.

More often than not, the local Urban Renewal agency is
the only body capable of handling the renewal problem,



Where necded, urban repewal should be encouraged. This
program provides one of the few opportunities for developing
adecuate parks and open space in some of the heavily popu-
|lateal central areas. It also provides an opportunily to redesign
whole zections of Uhe urban area in an attractive manner and,
thereby, add permaneney to the new development.

GREENWAYS

Second to homes and places of work, comes more ex-
posure Lo lincar open spaces than any other component of
the metropolitan environment, These are the areas througlh
which people and goods must go to gel from one place to
another. Linear open space consists of highways, rail lincs,
major utility rightz=-of-way, canals and rivers. The fact that
linear open space is viewed frequently and for long pericds of
time by many people has significant implications for a beauti-
fication program. It gives us the opportunity of providing
almost every segment of the population a pleasant visual ex-
perience every day.

A multi-purpose system of allractive interconnecting
linear open space Tinks should be developed for visual enjoy-
ment and recreational opportunities to complement  the
natural cnvironment, Because such spaces would conserve
and make accessible natural areas, they are called “green-
ways" Depending upon other functions lincar open spaces
could be used for walking and riding for pleasure, horseback
riding, hiking, bicyeling, and beating. Greenways alse can
complement adjacent public facilities and help unify the
whele metropolitan area. Little acquisition would be neces-
sary for the proposed system because most of the lund in-
volved iz already in public or public utility ewncrship.

Figure 15 illustrates the proposed greenway system.
Criteria used in selecting the links that make up the proposed
greenway system include: (1) traffic volume; (2) ability Lo
provide great visual impact and recrealion use at reasenable
vosty amd {3} ability to preserve and make accessible arcas of
natural beauty. The links selected are of major importance
and zhould be considercd as basie to a counlywide greemway
system. Dade County, however, has many other linear open
spaces that conld be develaped, and desirably 20, Lo comple-
ment the proposed system.

Linear open spaces constituling the proposed syslem in-
clude expressways and major arterials, parkways, canals, and
Florida Power and Light Company power Lransmission rights-
ol -way.

Expressways and Major Arterials

Mast tourists coming to Dade County enler via express.
ways ond major arterials. What they see will be the first im-
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pression of the county, which should be favorable. The right-
of-way should, therefore, be landzcaped amd maimtained i a
fashion that would afford pleasing visual expericnees to the
traveling public.

The following highway entrances Lo Dade Counly are in-
cluded in the proposed greenway systems:

195, Sunshine State Parkway, Golden Glades Inter-

change {Broward County to 119 Street, North)
Tamiami Trail {Krome Avenue to proposed West Dade
Expressway)

Airport Expressway

State Road 27 South (Homestead to Everglades National
Fark)

U, 5. 1 South (Homestead to Monree County)

Of these the Tamiami Trail should, in addition to htin.%
beautified, be developed for recreation activities. The cana
that closely parallels the Trail has considerable recrealion
potential. People are already using unimproved areas along
the canal for fishing and beating. Recommended development
for this corridor ineludes landscaping, picnie grounds, camp
sites, boat access facilities, bike and pedestrian ways, and
areas to serve local recreation needs.

Expressways and major arterials carry thousands of
people daily throughout the metropolitan arca. Expressways
become physical barriers, often dividing neighborhoods, and
dominating the visual element. Because the expressways and
major arterials are used frequently by so many people, and
because of the overwhelming effect on adjacent properly.
expressways and major arterials should be given special land-
seaping and design consideration in a beautification program.

Expressways included in the proposed greenway system
are a8 follows:

Interama Expressway
West Dade Expressway
Opa-Locka Expressway
South Dade Expressway

These roadways were chosen beeause they are still in the
planning stage and could be designed to provide maximum
visual impact and recreational epportunity at a reasonhle
el

Of special mote is the proposed Interama Expressway
which will be the major means of providing automohile
access o Interama, the permanent Latin-American trade and
cultural center under construction. The expressway taking
tourists, government officials and businessmen to aned from
Interama should be representative of the best that man can
accomplish in structural design, since a chiel purpose of
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A, Sundhing Seare Parkway-1-95
Golden Glades Interchange
Interama Exproiawiy
Whdl Dadé Expressaay
CrpaLocks Expresesay
FF. & L. Rights-of Way
Miami River Paricaay
Tasniseni Teadl
Brickell-03d Cutler Bayshore Paskwiy
Soush Dade Chnals
Tower Parkway
Margh Canal Difve

* South Dade Expresway
W51
Airpart Expressway
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Interama is to. display the wares of man's technical advance-
ment.

The design of the Interama Expressway should be made
an object of international competition. Struetural dmgi;m
from throughout the world ghould be encouraged to submit
design plans to be judged for use in the actual construction.
Such competition would bring forth many new and imagina-
tive forms for expressways. It would further dramatize the
wide spread need for and encourage the development of
expressways which are visually pleasant rather than monol-
OTOLLE.

The land net occupied by the superstructure should be
developed as a greenway with hikeways, sidewalks, and rec-
reation facilitics to serve a local need. Creating a greenway
out of the right-of-way would make traveling on this route
more pleasant and would permit the conlinuation of a neigh-
borhood from one side of the right-of-way to the other.

Brickell - Old Cutler - Bayshore Parkway

The road presently extending from the mouth of the
Miami River via Brickeil, Bayshore, Main Highway and Old
Cutler to the Deering Estate iz among the most beautiful
drives in Dade County. Development along this route should
be carefully controlled, including street improvements, to i
sure the present state,

A Bayshore Parkway should be built jeining Old Cutler
with Homestead Bayfront Park. The parkway should have a
200 to 600 foot right-of-way that would include, in addition
to the road, bike and pedestrian ways, nature study trails,
roadside parks, providing visual aceess points to the bay. The
proposed parkway would be the final link in connecting all
metropolitan parks on Biscayne Bay.

Of extreme importance to the ecology of the bay is the
mangrave helt extending along the shoreline. As much of this
mangrove belt should be preserved as possible. The Bayshore
Parkway, in addition to providing a recreation EXperience,
could gerve in many places as a protective barrier belween
the shoreline and any development west of the right-of-way.

Miami River Parkway

A parkway should be built along the banks of the Miami
River to make this resource visually accessible to the public.
Unsightly riverside development should be removed or im-
proved, Parkway improvements should include landscaping,
pedestrian and bike ways, limited vehicular access to the
water edge, and small parks for sitting and resting. Steps
should also be taken to correct the river’s pollution problem.
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South Dade Canals

South Dade has several canals which have the potential
for recreation wse. Three of them identified with letter “T"
on Figure 16, are ideally suited for permanent greenbelts.
The marl finger glades in which they are found, while not
suitable for building in their present state, are valuable for
agriculture. These linear paths would provide pleasant breaks
in the urban development that is now rapidly encroaching on
the agriculture land and groves between Dade County’s cen-
tral urban core and the Homestead-Florida City area.

Sufficient right-of-way should be acquired adjacent to
these canals for scemic drives, bike and  pedestrian ways,
bridle paths, picnic arcas, boat launching facilities, -
parks and any other recreation facilities needed for servin
loeal needs. Additional undeveloped land should be prﬁ-&&ﬂ'ﬂ:ﬁ
simply for its value as open space through the purchase of
easemnents or development rights. Agricultural land and citrus
groves in the greenbelts, could, thereby be preserved for the
public’s visual enjoyment and still remain productive.

One street, 5. W. 328 Strect, which parallels a canal, is
potentially capable of becoming a beautiful drive connecting
the Homestead-Florida City area to Homestead Bayfront
Park and the Old Cutler Parkway. Improvements on this
dﬁm{z should include tree planting, bike ways, and roadside
parks.

Florida Power and Light Company Rights-of-Way

One of Dade County's largest and totally untapped
potential recreation resources is the metwork of Florida
Power and ﬁt Company power transmission line rights-of-
way. These rights-of-way should be an integral part of a linear
open space system and be used for local recreation facilities.
Utility companies in other major cities have had long standing
policies of opening these lands for public use,

AIthquh many links of the i;’::rwcr Company rights-of-
way network can and should serve a public recreation fune-
tion only onc major right-of-way link is recommended for
inclusion into the major greenway system. The open space
corridor shawn in the plan should be developed with bike and
pedestrian ways, bridle paths, and facilities to serve local rec-
realion necds,



