


CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM AND STANDARDS

Open space and recreation areas are elassified with re-
speet to scerviee arca, size, type, and degree of facility devel-
opment and primary function. This chapter prezents a class.
ification system used Lo identify various types of open spaces
and sets standards to determine needs for open space and
recreation facilities. Emphasiz is placed on resources com-
monly provided by government.

CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM

Open space used for public recreation and conservation
should be designed to fit inlo one of nine categories that are
of metropolitan or sub-metropolitan significance. Metropoli-
tan areas serve the entire county and are administered by the
federal, state, county, or municipal governments, Sub- metro-
[.l-u-llhm arcas serve |mrt|:;:un5 of Dade. County and may be ad-
ministered by a county or municipality.

Sub-Metropolitan Metropolitan
Mini-Parks Metropolitan Parks
Neighborhood Parks Nature Preserves

Community Parks

Sub-Metropolitan or Metropolitan
Wayside Parks
Creenways
Ornamental Arcas
Special Activity Arcas



Mini-Parks

Mini-parks are small parks where children can play
or adults can relax in o pleasant setting, The parks are not de-
simned for organized programs, but simply to provide a com-
mon ground “just down the street™ where neighbors can
meet on a casual, day-today basis. As loeal play areas, mini-

parks arc intended to serve any residentinl area where a need
exizts for children's play apparatus but where there is no
larger park in which such Hlip[.lmallw could be placed; and,
also, in any high density residential area (36 or more dwelling
units per net residential aere) whether o need exists for play
apparatus or not, Mini-parks in high density areas help com.
penzate for the lack of private yards o play in and break
the monotony of asphalt and buildings. (See Figure 9).
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Figure 9 MINI-PARK DESIGN




Neighborhood Parks

A neighborhood park is a “walk-to™ park serving pri-
marily the people of the neighborhood, the =muallest planiing
umit of the wrkan ared,

Neighborhood planning units generally are bordered by
heavily traveled streets, but not transversed by them. Within
the neighborhoed, children can usually walk or ride hicycles
withoul eompeting with thoroughfare traffic. Because of
this, neighborhoed parks are designed primarily for children’s
activities with organized recreation programs primarily for
6-12 year olds. When there i a preponderance of senior
citizeris, facilities and programs at the nnighh::rrlmud. parks
also should be structured o meet these necds.

Figure 10 NEIGHBORHOOD PARK DESIGN

The park service area often coincides with the service
area for an elementary school. The population required to
support a 1mig1:h¢rlmud park closely coincides with that
needed to justify an elementary school. Because elementary
sehnols angl neighborhood parks serve the same age group,
they should be located adjacent Lo cach other. They are com-
patible land uscs and, because of 3 commaon neid for recrea:
tion facilitics, can be mutually beneficial to onc anotler.

The most important function of a neighborhood park
s to meet the distinctive recreation nceds of the neighbor-
hood it is serving. Because the recreation needs vary from
one neighbor to another, depending upon the income,

ape and social background of its residents, the Tacilities and
U programs of a neighborliood park should not be rigidly




standardized but structured to meet the particular needs of
the neighborhood.

They shonld include such basic facilitiez as a reereation
building, multi-purpose courts, open field for play anmd a
play apparatus area. IL is ceential that a neighborhood park
include a “park-like” setting and a well-shaded, passive area
where parents can gather to chat and watch their children,
{3 Figuee 10.)

Community Parks

A communily park i= a2 “ride-to” park designed to
serve the residents of a group of neighborhoods, usaally four
Lo #ix, constituting a community. A community park iz larger
and containsg moee Tacilities than tnini-parks or Ittigllhi::rhnntl.
parks and is primarily intended to meet the prosrammed rec-

reation needs not met by these smaller parks. At the com-
rnnily park, activities for teenagers and adults are indro-
duced. Essentially, they are family recrention centers with
programs and facilitics for all R ETOUpS,

Typical community park I‘acﬁ?tjim include athletic ficlds,
lennis eourts, a swimming pool, play apparatus area and o
recreation building designed for arts and erafts, games and
and mectings. In addition to facilities for active play, pleas.
antly landscaped acreage for passive activity should be pro-
vided at a ratio of one acre for passive use Lo two acres for e
tive, Withoul adequate passive area, a park has little more
Uparklike™ atmosphere than a school athletic field, (See
Figare 11.) As with neighborhood parks, programs and facili-
tiez should Bbe adapted to the parlicular needs of the com-
mumily il i= serving.

Figure 11 COMMUNITY PARK DESIGN




The service arca for a eommunily park generally cotn-
cides with the service arca of a junior or senior high schoel.
The park and school should be located adjacent to each other
becanse both require similar recreation facilitics and a larger
percentage of park users are school students,

Community parks alio should be located near major
strects and arterials to provide betler access. Because com-
munity parks attract faicly large numbers of people they
should be wellbuffered from adjacent residences,

Metropolitan Parks

Metropolitan parks are intended to serve oll Dade Coun-
tians and tourists as well. They are developed primarily to
make available special natural resources for recreational use.
Since they are generally designed for resource-oriented activi-
ties, such as hoating, swimming and fishing, location 15 de-
pendent upon the availability of the resources desired. Sites
chozen for metropolitan parks should be arcas of outstanding
natural besuly or have particularly good potential for im-
provement, such ag abandoned rockpits, where much sought.
after variations in topography are present.

" Metropolitan parks should he readily accessible to the

urban population, ideally within a 30 minute drive from the

area served. The majority of Dade Countians generally drive a
distanee of no more than T — 9 miles to reach a metropolitan
park such as Greynolds or Matheson Hammock. Crandeon
Park, probably beeausze of the zoo, is an exception. The serv.
iee aren is much greater than most of the others.

Metropolilan parks are the primary areas where the
much demanded aceess to water can be provided. Marinas,
boat ramps, beaches, picnic grounds, campgrounds, nature
study trails, and hiking trails arc generally provided. Some
metropolitan parks, where the natural environment is mot
outstanding, can be suitably developed as major athletic and
sports centers, and for other activities which do not require
parlicular natural resources.

As urhan development rapidly expands and destroys
natural arcas, metropolitan parks are among the few places
left where the public ean go within a single day to enjoy out-
door recreation in a naturalistic envirgnment.

The facilitics provided must, above all, be designed and
related to each other in such a way that they do riot destroy
the heauty and serenity the metropolitan park is intended to
provide, The need for a-place Lo retreat from the noise and
congestion of the urhain area and Lo “return to nature™ can-
not be over-cmphasized.

Nature Preserves

Nature preserves are arcas vilal to the mainlenance of
natural function such as wildlife reproduction and feeding.
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The primary purpose is to preserve nature in its untouched
form for public enjovment. Because they are intended for
the study and enjoyment of nature, development is and
should be primarily dirccted toward providing access and
nature study facilities, Compatible recreational facilities for
nature preserves may include, in addition o nature study
facilities, camp =les, boat launching facilities, heaches, and
bridle paths. Nature preserves of immense proportions, such
ag the Everglades National Park and Waler Control Conserva-
tioh Ares, could support a larger variety of recreational facili-
ties wilhout destroying the overall natural character. MNature
preserves are of countywide and, in some instances, naticnal
significance.

Wayside Parks

Wayside parks primarily serve as resting places for the
antomobile traveler and as small picnic grounds. A wayside
park is an enroute stopping place and not ordinarily the pri-
mary destination of an automobile trip. These areas should
be conducive Lo relaxation and rest, Areas of seenie beauly
are preferable locations, Wavside parks are especially suitable
and desirable for inclusion in the proposed greenway sys
tem.

Greenways

Greenways are linear open spaces that can follow ca-
nals, rivers, the bay shoreline, clectric power tranamission
line rights-of-way, streets and highways or even bicyele
paths. Names frequently given to greenways serving a particu
lor function include parkways, boulevards and greenbelts,
Regardless of the form they take, greenways are intended to
make movements from one part of the county to another
more pleasant. Because of linear form, they are particularly
conducive Lo receeational activities such as hﬂi'lﬂg- bicveling,
horschack riding or driving for pleasure.

Ornamental Areas

Ornamental areas are green spaces designed for visaal
enjoyment. Most frequently they are provided to enhance
the rights-of-way of streets and highways, Examples of orma-
mental areaz are median green strips, Iiangles and malls

Special Activity Areas

Special activity areas are designed and used for one pre-
dominating activity. Examples of existing special activity
areas arc: Yizeaya, Venetian Pool, LeJeune Golf Course, and
the Orange Bowl, They uswally exist where large parcels of
land are not available for development of a multi-Tacility
arca or when a facility can fulfill a function without the aid
of complimentary facilities.



STANDARDS

Standards have been developed for determining the
?l.mntil}r and design of open space arcaz and recreational
acilities that are provided Lo the public in large quantity
and have comparatively high unit costs. Qther areas and facil-
ities do not lend themselves to standardization,

The standards presented are general guides and objec-
tivez for an open space and recreation facilily development
program. They should not be accepted as absolute but ad-
justed to meet the socio-ceonomic conditions of service
areas. Many variables, not practical to measure, affeet de-
mand and the need for open space areas and recreational
facilitics, Not only docs demand create need Tor Tacilities but
a facility creates a demand. The need for many facilities,
stch as a go0, cannot be numerically measured but neverthe-
legs iz in great demand and providez health and desirable
means for ulilizing leisure time.

Developing standards for estimaling open space and
recreation facility needs is necessarily subject to some value
judgments. What constitutes need can range from what peo-
ple will settle for, to that which can satisfy tolal demand.
Meeds should fall somewhere between the two extremes; that
is, facilities should be provided to meet sz much of the de-
mand a5 possible within the framework of existing financial
and physical limitations.

Open Space

Spatinl standards have been developed to determine the
acréage needs for open space and recreation areas of less than
metropolitan significance. (Sce Table 1} The spatial standard
Tor all open space and recreational arcas serving the local
needs of the community and sub-community level is 4.5
acres per 1,000 total resident population. Of this amount,
1.253 neres are needed for neighborhood parks and L5 for
community parks. The remaining 1.75 acres can be in any
other form of usable open space that is serving the peopleat a
local level. Other forms of usable open space that could meet
this nead include mini-parks, bicycle p:tﬁm, linear park lands,
and certoin special activity arcaz,

Unlike open space areas serving a community or sub-

10pen Spece dor Urban Amerlca. Ceparbment of Housing ond Urban
Dervalopment, Wathington, D.C., 1965, p. 30,

community need, the need for metropolitan parks and nature
prezerves cannot be satisfactorily quantified with the use of
standards. As Ann Louise Strong so aptly stated, “The de-
velopment of quantitative standards to guide the preserva-
tion of open space for conservation . _ . does not appear to be
feasible or desirable. The amount of land to he designated for
thize purpeses is dependent on the region’s natural fes-
tures and on regional comprehensive r;%;nning abjectives,
Each of these factors is unique to a particutar region. General
goals, rather than standards, are more uzeful for determining
pedjuiirements for conscrvation lands, ™!

Site size standards have been developed for mini-parks,
nEiEthr]mmI parks, community parks and metropolitan
parks, (3ee Table 1) The site acreage recommended for
these arcas is necessary for accommodating minimum facili-
ties and a desirable amount of natural or landscaped environ-
ment, The functions of smaller areas, such as a neighborhood
park, somctimes can be combined with a larwer area, such as
community park. When functions are combined the spatial
requirements must include the needs of both areas.

Table 1, DADE COUNTY. FLORIDA STANDARDS FOR
OFEN SPACE AND RECREATION AREAS

Spatis) Standeads Ziea Sire Sarvics
[ Aaerad par 1,000 Standsrds  Asea RAadius
A rea Aesldant Population) L4 cras] 11Tl
Fut-Mat rapsditan
Mini-Park 1 or lexs 0.5
Muighiarhesd Park 126 51 05
Coenmasnicy Park 150 207 G-3
Qe A i 1.75
Tatad & S
Muitregslisan
Matropolitan Park Goad

Tt indmum. 2 aoditicnal scne for parshm sctivity desirabin
TMinnur, 10 additiansl acres for passive Bty disirable
inimum






TABLE 2. DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA STANDARDS FOR RECREATION FACILITIES

Fastlity

Lighted League Play Ball Dizmonds?

Lighted Regulation Tennis Courts

Lighted Shufficboard Courts

Rrgulation Basketball Caurts
Swimming Poals

Play Apparatus Areas

Golf Courses [private included |3

Ficnic Grounds

Braches?

Boat Ramps

1 jaclipdes acraage for guwilisry Tezilities

Usae Group Epatial

A

1040

1264

G+

12-13
&15

212

All ages

Al ages

Al ages

Al ages

Pprimarity 0 1o 75 beo1 combination diamands
Sk peadsn Tourist populatan b well ad Feidand population

Faedity Standands

1800
st

14
hrlers

1 acra

Far Mumbar
Pesrsans n
L Qeoip

6,000

4,000

B0
1,000

500

50,000

6,000

1,000

1.000

Mirimu e
Faility

Fasiliny fynd A i
Dertiics

Within
Fark
Total
Borar

.2

35

0.5

0.4
0.6

0.2

110
150

25

5.5

Pirk
Tolsl
AT

4.5

4.5

0.5
0B

03

110
1580

2.6

Sariical

Araa Midesl laneous

5 Adjacent to high school,,

miles  buffered from ressdential
properky

23

Fiialas
Pravide sheltersd sliting ares
adjacent courts; near D’!th'ﬁ
transit and majos arternals

0.5 miles

1-15  Oplimsm pool size 5000 . ft.,

mibes  shalloer wading aness separila
from diving pood,

5 Includes sitting aress, play-

ke ground equipmant for children,
small apen areas for froe play

a0 Raciangle most desirable shape

i, exterdding north m_muu-.

driving gently rolling terrain preferred

tienn

i Located in natural beauty

min.  arest praferably adjacant to

max.  bodies of water, well-shaded,

drivirg  wiall-buffensd from surreunding

time  conflicting uses

30

min.

max.

diriving

e
MEnimum 006 parking SHacs per

linear 11, of ramp



Recreation Facilitiea

Tuble 2 presents standards for developing facilities in
metropolitan and sub-metropolitan open space areas. Spatial
standards are expressed in terms of facilities per number of
persons in @ wser group (predominant age Igmup using the
facility). User groups were made a part of the standards for
purposes of locating or distributing the need realistically.
With the exception of two facililies, the standards derived
were limited to resident population. Standards for golf
courses and heaches include both resident and peak season
tourist population since ont-of-town visitors contribute sgni-
ficantly to the use-pressure of these areas. ;

Most of the recommended standards for determining
facility needs are based on the findings of a use-pressure sur-
vey conducted in 1968 at public parks in Dade County. This
survey indicated the percent of capacity that each facility
was used on an average peak day. If a facility was not greally
overused or underused, assumptions were made that the
needs of these people in the service area were adequately
met. Where this was the case, the ratio of facility to num-
ber of people in the user group was determined. Ratios de-
gived in thig manner were used as a basis for formulating
facility standards. Other factors were used to modify these
ratios including data on league play, dala on recreation or
athletic classes, and demand as expressed in the user survey.

The facility standards are intended to be applied to the
effective supply of a facility. Effective supply is not neces-
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zarily the total existing or actual supply. Becausze of sub-
standard conditions, an existing facility may not be used to
the capacity for which it was designed. In such cases, the fa.
cility is less than 100 percent effective. For this reason, the
actual supply should be adjusted to account for effective-
ness in meeling demand. Three factors are most influential in
determining the effectiveness of a facility: quality, lighting,
and grouping.

As a rlf[t, the higher the quality of a facility, the higher
i the demand for that facility and, consequently, the maore
effedtive it will be in meeting the neads, Facilities for adult
use, particularly, have to be of high quality to be used,

Might lighting can increase the effectivencss of facili-
ties by onc-third. Facilities for eourt and field pames are
especially adaptable for night lighting. The daytime heat of
summier makes night use of recreational facilities highly
desirable,

The wse-pressure survey indicated that in order to be
most effective, some facilitics should be grouped or con-
structed to size specifications. This is especially true for ten-
nis courts, shufflchoord courts, basketball courts, ball dia-
monds and swimming pools. For such facilities, the size or
number of facilities gronped will determine significantly ef-
fectiveness in attracting users. Standards for facilily jgFroup-
ings or size specifications are, therefore, presented.

Standards not based on findings of the use-pressure sur-
vy were drawn from standards which are nationally accept-
ed.



