SECTION I
DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT

GENERAL

The City of Miami and the University of Miami propese to construct
a convention and conference center, the James L. Knight International
Center, with ancillary facilities, on a 4 acre city-owned downtown site
beside the Miami River (Exhibit 1).

The Convention Center will have an auditorium-type convention hall
with a seating capacity of 5,000, of which approximately 4,000 will be
fixed seats. Movable wall partitions will be provided to allow the con-
vention hall to be divided into three separate auditoriums of various
seating capabilities. Additonal meeting rooms with a total seating ca-
pacity of 2,000 are also to be provided. Exhibition space of 40,000
square feet will be provided to operate in coenjunction with the Conven-
tion Center. .

The total cost of the Convention Center, including fees, but exclu-
sive of land costs, is $10,500,000. To meet these costs, the City of

Miami can provide a maximum of % from the balance of the

Convention Center General Obligation Bonds (approved in 1964 by the
voters of the City of Miami) and the sale of land at Virginia Key to the
Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Authority. A local public works (LPW) grant

of § from EDA will enable this project to be realized.

The University of Miami Conference Center, an international con-
tinuing education center on the site, will operate in conjunction with
the City's Convention Center facilities. The Conference Center will

consist of two sloped floor auditoriums (500 and 150 seats), 3 class-
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rooms, 2 seminar rooms, a technical and audie wvisual department with a
fully equipped television studio and a self-instructional library. The
University has sufficient funds, totaling $3,250,000, available through
the James L. Knight Trust to undertake the Conference Center.

In addition to these City of Miami and University of Miami facili-
ties, the project is to be further developed as a mixed use space by
participation of the private sector in the development and operation of
the commercial facilities essential for the successful operation of the
Convention and Conference Center. This will be accomplished by means of
a long-term lease of air rights of parts of the site to a prospective
developer.

The developer-built and operated commercial facilities will consist
of the following categories:

®  Hotels: one large, one medium-sized, of a calibre equal to

the highest and best standard of the hotel industry. The
total number of rooms in the two hotels will be approximately

800 =- less than one-third of the 3,000 rooms which will be
needed to support the center

= A retail shopping area.

i Restaurants of diverse menus and price ranges.

It is contemplated that the cost of development in the private sec-
tor will be in the order of $20-%$25 million, with long-term investment

exceeding $60,000,000.

Note: Footnotes have been consolidated at the end of the section
in which they appear. :
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SECTION II
OBJECTIVE OF THE PROJECT

OBJECTIVE AND BENEFITS

The primary objective of the project is to create an activity cen-

ter which will continue the revitalization of downtown Miami. A viable

convention/conference center in downtown Miami will provide the following

short- and long=-term benefits:

Stimulate the tourist industry and encourage the development
of additional new hotels and commercial activities in the cen-
tral city area.

Capitalize on Miami's rapidly growing exchange with Latin
America by providing a convention facility with multi=1ingual
capabilities.

Provide a facility capable of accommodating activities not
otherwise available for the enjoyment and enrichment of Miami
residents and visitors.

Serve as a vibrant attraction to draw additional people to the
downtown area.

Encourage and support rehabilitation and growth in the down-
town area.

Enhance preservation and contral of the river front along the
Miami River.

Preserve and protect an archaeological site of historical sig-
nificance.

Expand social and cultural opportunities within the central
city area, particularly as a central meeting place for the
growing Anglo-Latin interchange.

Enhance the aesthetic quality of downtown Miami.

Improve the availability of, and access to facilities and ma-
terials for intellectual advancement.

Create new and permanent job opportunities.
Contribute to the attainment of other existing local and re-
gional plans and program.
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In addition to revitalizing the downtown area, it is expected that
the Convention Center will significantly benefit the entire tourist re-
lated industry in Miami. The leasing of air rights for private develop-
ment of the commercial facilities essential for the successful operation
of the Convention Center will provide new opportunities for restaurant,
retail and hotel business facilities. Phase I of these facilities in-
cludes a high quality hotel (approximately 300 rooms), a retail shopping
area of 100,000 square feet and numerous restaurants. When completed,
these facilities will create 490 permanent jobs in addition to the 593
man-years of employment during the construction phase and 37 new perma-
nent jobs for the convention operations sector of the Center. (See Ap-
pendix A for supporting data). |

The impact of the proposed project on the economics of the downtown
area must take several factors into consideration, these include: the
convention market, retail trade, both shopping and restaurants, employ-
ment and indirect spin-offs. The added benefits to these areas will re-
sult from the influx of people to the downtown area. Especially impor-
tant are those activities which will take place in the evening hours ad-
ding new 1ife to the central business district.

The types of persons attracted to this complex will reveal much
about its effect and impact on the local central business district. Local
events will make up a large portion of the aﬁiiufties for the complex,
especially in the University of Miami auditorium facilities. Miami is a
major attractor for regional conventions. Exhibitions and trade shows will
also be a major use and are national in scope with regards to visitors.
Another significant clientel would be Latin Americans for both trade

shows and exhibitions, as well as assembly and convention attendees.
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The Latin American clientel is very important as they have traditionally
been a large retail purchaser while visiting the Miami area. Their at-
traction to downtown via the Convention Complex could have a significant
and beneficial impact.

Convention Market

Of particular significance is the potential the Convention Center
has for attracting large-scale international conventions and congresses
to the Miami area. According to a Study{]] presented by the U. 5. De-
partment of Commerce to the United States Travel Service in 1975, there
were only 6 international congresses held in or planned for Florida be-
tween 1973 and 1976. During that peried the study indicates that three
states (California, New York and Massachusetts) and the District of Co-
lumbia attracted the l1ions share of the purely international congresses,
134 of the 246 -- over 50 percent. The study estimates that partici-
pants in clearly international congresses in 1975 represented some
$44,000,000 in direct expenditures; foreign participants at U. 5. nation-
al meetings represented another $60,000,000. The total combined direct
value of these two sources of income was thus estimated at something
more than $100,000,000 (excluding international air transportation and
discretionary spending). The study indicated that with conventional
multipliers, this results in a total economic benefit of somewhere be-
tween $310,000,000 and $415,000,000 per year (in 1972 dollars) for 1975.

According to preliminary findings by Gladstone Associates, the City
of Miami hosted 128 convention events in 1976, 77 of which were spon-
sored by groups headquartered outside of the state. These figures were
derived from a consolidated analysis of two data sources -- the Florida

Chamber of Commerce and the Miami Convention Bureau. According to a na-
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tional source of convention data (Successful Meetings Magazine), a total

of 56 such events ﬁErE held within the City of Miami in 1976. Gladstone
Associates indicated the latter source undoubtedly represents a smaller
Jata base, less comprehensive than the two preceding sources, but it was
used because it afforded comparability with national figures.

Elidstune Associates found that Miami's 56 events in 1976 repre-
sented a slight increase above 1975's 52 such events, both years sub-
stantially below the 90 events (meetings and exhibitions) reported to
have occurred within the City during 1974. 1975 was an understandably
somewhat depressed year (owing to prevasive economic troubles national-
1y), but the deterioration in Miami's cnnventiqn business was not mir=
rored nationally.

Research by Gladstone Associates determined that a total of 14,545
meeting and exhibition events were held nationally during 1975, up from
13,242, during 1974. Events held throughout the entire United States
during 1976 displayed an even sharper increase, to just under the 16,000
level. The City of Miami has not, therefore, responded to the increase
in national convention events to the extent exhibited by the country as
a whole. This is probably attributable in part to the absence of a ma-
jor convention facility in the City of Miami specifically oriented to-
ward accommodating international congresses and conventions, and conven-
tions attended by 1,000-5,000 delegates. The James L. Knight Interna-
tional Center will fi11 this void without diminishing the convention
business going to other local facilities which are generally limited to
accepting events attended by 1,000 delegates or less.

Also according to preliminary findings by Gladstone Associates, the

James L. Knight International Center, when completed, will be favorably
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scaled (i.e., seating capacity, hotel rooms, exhibition space, restau-
rant space and amenities) to successfully compete for a profitable share
of the market composed of international congresses and the larger con-
ventions.

5 in

The Convention Center Complex will contain some space for retail
shopping. This space (approximately 100,000 square feet) will not be a
magnet to the downtown area as it does not provide sufficient square
footage for that purpose. It will, however, provide facilities for the
Convention Center activity participants. Also, walk-in trade from the
surrounding central business district will provide customers for these
shops. This walk=in trade will consist of employees from the neighbor-
ing offices and stores, as well as the tourist activity which is in-
creasing in the downtown area.

Most existing retail stores in the central business district have
experienced a general stabilization of sales in the past several years.
Those types of facilities which have suffered a decline in sales have
been the general merchandise stores. Specialty shops and apparel stores
have done relatively well based mostly on the regular working trade cus-
tomer which exists in the area.

The loss of general merchandise trade in the area is due to the si-
phoning off of customers by the suburban malls. These general merchan-
dise stores saw a loss of customers that reduced their total annual re-
tail sales by $2.7-million from 1967 to 1972. Recent data appears to
indicate a stabilization of the retail sales figures,

The addition of the Convention Complex could help in returning the

central business district to a stronger retail base, especially in gene-
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ral merchandise areas. With the addition of approximately 235,000 per-

son visits per yearﬁz} to the downtown area from the convention dele-
gates, plus the additional family members accompanying the delegates,
and the Complex employees, the central business district has the poten-
tial of greatly improved retail sales figures.

Food Establishments

Potentially, the most significant impact of the Convention Complex
will take place in restaurants and other food service establishments.
The Complex will contain some food service space of its own which will
serve the convention delegates, as well as those workers from the imme-
diate downtown area. The most significant factor in the restaurant
space provided in the Complex will be the design of high quality types
of establishments. The majority of the food service establishments in
the downtown area offer foods that require less time, both in terms of
serving and in consumption. This is due to the predominance of their
customers originating from the offices and stores that abound nearby.
Restaurants planned for the Complex will compliment and supplement ex-
isting restaurants in the area and will attract a different type custo-
mer, those looking for a more leisurely meal. These customers will come
from both the Convention Complex, as well as the surrounding areas.

The food establishments in the remainder of the central business
district will also show an increase in business from the complex. A
propertion of the delegates, as well as the employees will provide ad-
ditional clientel for these establishments.

Employment
Preliminary estimates based on data assembled ﬁy Gladstone Asso-

ciates (Appendix A) indicate that over 900 persons will derive direct

permanent employment from this Complex when fully completed. These per-
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sons will come from the local work force and will hold steady employment due
to the anticipated year-round operation of the Complex. The impact of the
Center on employment follows, and was extracted from, or based on preliminary
data provided by Gladstone Associates (Appendix A).

The construction industry in South Florida has been one of the indus-
tries most impacted by unemployment following the recession of the early
'70's. If a local contractor is selected, it is projected that a local
payroll of $6,590,034 will be paid in wages and salaries to local construc-
tion workers. Based on an average annual salary, 593 man-years of employment
will result from the construction of the James L. Knight Center. It is
estimated that permanent employment in the Phase I hotel (300 rooms) will
approach 240 new jobs. This is based on a calculated ratio of 0.8 employees
per hotel room. Retail employment generally follows a ratio of 1 employee
per 400 square feet of retail space. The James L Knight Center presently
calls for 100,000 square feet of retail space, resulting in the increase of
250 jobs in the retail sector. From a careful analysis of various convention
center budgets, an average salary per convention center employee of $10,906
was calculated. Projected wages and salaries for the James L. Knight Center
are $401,952 during a normal year of operation. These calculations result in
an increase of 37 new jobs in the convention operations sector of the James
L. Enight Center. Therefore, total employment impact of the James L. Knight
Center results in 527 permanent jobs upon completion of Phase I and 593 man-

years of employment during the construction of Phase I of the Center.

11-7




Indirect Spin-0ffs

Any additional activity in a basic industry, as tourism and con-
struction are in South Florida, has a significant multiplier effect.
Additional jobs in these industries create even more employment in an-
cillary services. For every job in these basic industries, several more
support jobs result. The exact multiplier has not been determined as
yet, but preliminary reports from Gladstone Associates indicate that the
significance of this multiplier should not be underemphasized. Further
studies by Fladstone Associates will analyze the multiplier, as well as
direct employment.

Generation of expanded retail sales will boost the tax revenues for
the City as values increase. 5Sales and franchise taxes and increased
business permits all add income to Miami and Dade County. These reve-
nues would help considerably in the revitalization of the downtown area.

The preceﬁding discussion has provided an overview of the potential
economic impact of this proposed complex to the downtown area. More de-
tailed analysis is being prepared by Gladstone Associates and will de-
scribe the effects of the project in greater detail.

As already noted, the project, when completed, is expected to pro-
vide a major boost to the tourist and tourist related industries. Visi-
tors to the Center, both tourist and suburban residents, will not join
the permanent population in the vicinity of the Center after the activ-
ity they came to attend is over. The permanent resident population near
the Center is expected to remain relatively unchanged by the project.
Since the project site has no dwellings on it, no population relocation
will occur. Further, the project is appropriate for the planned land

use of the area in which it will be built.
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The James L. Fnight International Center has been approved by the local
elected governing body and the local planning agency, as well as the voters
of the City of Miami. Applicable joint City-County Commission resolutions
and implementing ordinances are attached in Appendix B.

The Convention Center is an element of the "Miami Comprehensive Neigh-
borhood Plan" (Appendix C) and the project cnmplimenfs and supplements the
following local or regional development plans:

"Miami Comprehensive Neighborhood Plan 1976-1986", prepared in
1976 and approved in the Spring of 1977.

"Comprehensive Development Master Plan for Metro-Dade County",
1975.

£ "Downtown Miami, 1973-1985", 1973.
” "Community Renewal Program”, 1966.

a "Downtown Miami Comprehensive Plan: Ekistic Conditions, Prob-
lems, Goals and Policies", 1966.

. "Miami General Land Use Plan", 1959.

Exhibit 2 is 2 map reflecting planned development for Metro-Dade
County for the year 2000 as established in the "Comprehensive Develop-
ment Master Plan for Metro-Dade County". The Master Plan has been ap-

proved by the City and the County.
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(1) U.S5. Department of Commerce, "The Market for International Congresses",

Office of Research and Analysis, March 1975.

(2) Based on estimate of 28 events per year: 3.5 event days per event;

2,400 average persons per day.

11-11




SECTION III

PROJECT SITE AND AREA DESCRIPTION

DESCRIPTION

The Center is to be situated at the southern boundary of the Miami
central business district, on the northern bank of the Miami River (Ex-
hibit 3). The location is significant, for it is the southern gateway
to the central business district at the crossroads of major transporta-
tion routes near local landmarks. In the general area to the north are
the major government office and commercial centers of the downtown, and
plans are that this area will become even more significant in the fu-
ture. That portion of the site which borders the river has recently be-
come a part of a Miami riverwalk network which extends to the east and
west along the Miami river. The riverwalk effectively precludes Conven-
tion Center construction activities from encroaching on the river water-
front. Across the river to the south are many varied land uses, includ-
ing manufacturing, educational, office, residential and park land. Al-
most B0 percent of the land uses in the immediate three block area are
in the transportation/utilities category, with the remainder occupied by
hotel or office space. The buildings in the immediate area are ﬁpprnx-
imately fifteen to twenty stories high and are of good quality. The
land is of relatively low relief, but does not appear so because those
buildings abutting the river are constructed to the bulkhead, giving the
impression of varied topographical character.
Air Qualit

The existing air quality in the Miami area, as the data in Table 1

indicates, is generally above the Federal Standards. The data indicates
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the actual Ambient Air Quality in Dade County as compared to Federal
Standards.

The Convention Center, when completed, is expected to contribute
negligible air pollution to the atmosphere from the installed air condi-
tioning, ventilating and heating systems. It is noted that the air in-
take and exhaust ports are placed so as to preclude exhausted air from
being drawn in by the intake port. Air pollution from automobiles arriv-
ing at the Center is expected to be relatively minor. This will be dis-
cussed further in Section V, Environmental Impact.

Mater Quality

The primary water resource in the Miami area is Biscayne Bay, a
shallow tropical lagoon lying along most of the eastern shore line of
Dade County. The portion of the Bay which borders the project area
(City of Miami) consists of three distinct basins, divided by causeways
from the mainland to Miami Beach and Key Biscayne. In general, water
quality increases and urbanization decreases as one proceeds southward.
Pollution sources are considered to be silt and sediment caused by
dredge and fill activities, human wastes seeping into the Bay from sep-
tic tanks and discharge of urban and agricultural pollutants into the
Bay from surface runoff. Urban activities have affected the Miami River
which drains into Biscayne Bay.

Biscayne Bay is of significant value for its "nursery" function in
serving as spawning grounds for fish as well as the habitat for the
early stages of fish life cycles. Communities of shoal grasses and tur-
tle grasses, which support the marine 1ife, are found in the portion of
the Bay below the Rickenbacker Causeway. A wide spectrum of bird spe-

cies also utilize the Bay's productivity.
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The Miami River was short and shallow prior to the construction of
drainage canals linked to the river. The river was then widened and
deepened. The river now serves as a drainage channel and supports
varied boating and commercial shipping activities.

According to the Dade County Water Quality Management Plan (1972)
the Miami River is polluted, particularly within City of Miami limits.
More recent data indicates, however, that the primary pollutant, fecal
coliform bacteria content, has been decreasing at a significant rate due
to recent improvements in sanitary waste disposal systems. The Dade
County 201 Plan is presently being implemented through the construction
and expansion of regional treatment plants, including one on Virginia

Key serving the downtown area. Miami has made considerable progress in

sanitary sewering which will be completed by 1990. The downtown area has
been completely sewered since the 1950's. Upuﬁ completion, the Convention
Center will be connected immediately to the sanitary sewer system. The
Dade County 208 Study is currently investigating nonpoint and stormwater
pollution abatement/control and it is expected to lead to further reduc-
tion in pollution from these sources.

There are water quality sampling stations on the Miami River adja-
cent to the project site and on Biscayne Bay near the mouth of the Miami

River. Available data from these stations includes:

Miami River Biscayne Bay
(Station G=1) (Station #11)
1975 Average 1975 Average

Most Probable

Mumber Bacteria/100 m1 6,759 549

D.0. (ppm) 5.5 5.8

B.0.D. (ppm) 1.8 1.9

POy Epan 0.04 0.00

pH 7.5 7.9

Temp 27° ¢ 28° ¢

IS




The project area is underlain by coarse grained limestone which makes
up the Biscayne aquifer. This aquifer extends from the southern tip of
Florida northward into Palm Beach County. The aquifér is wedge shaped,
approximately 120 feet deep near the coast and about 10 feet deep in west-
ern Dade County. A1l municipal water systems from Boca Raton southward
are supplied by this productive aquifer.  The water is good quality, re-
quiring only minimal treatment before use.

Solid Waste Management

At the present time, all solid wastes in the City of Miami are dis-
posed of in two Dade County landfills, one located near N.W. 58 5Street
and 27 Avenue and one on Virginia Key.

By 1979-1980 Dade County is expected to complete a resource re-
covery plant with a 3,000 ton/day capacity, sufficient to meet the pro-
jected needs of Central Dade County (including the City of Miami) for a
20 year period.

Transportation Systems

Existing

Access - The Convention Center lies adjacent to the Downtown exit
and entrance ramps to Interstate 95, one of the major north/south ex-
press-ways within Dade, Broward and Palm Beach Counties. This major
facility interchanges with most intersecting county arterial roadways
thereby providing excellent accessibility to all areas of the county and
South Florida. Other major regional arterials providing access are Bis-
cayne Boulevard (U.5. 1), Brickell Avenue and South Miami Avenue. The
site is also bordered by 5.E. 3rd Street on the north and 5.E. 2nd Ave-

nue on the east. These city streets will provide direct access to the
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Convention Center. Exhibit 4 shows the existing arterial roadway net-
work within the City of Miami approximate downtown area.

Pedestrian access is provided by the local street system which con-
tains sidewalks. The first segment of the Miami Riverwalk which runs
adjacent to the complex has been recently finished. When the entire
project is completed it will provide a mile long pedestrian walkway
along the Miami River around the southern perimeter of the Central Busi-
ness District.

The Convention Center site is well served by existing public trans-
portation. Located within three blocks of the Center are most bus
routes, including major downtown transfer points. In additiom, a down-

town shuttle bus services the site.

Traffic - The primary traffic impact area of the Convention Cen-
ter{1} roughly extends from Biscayne Boulevard Way on the south to S.E.
1st Street on the north and 5. Miami Avenue on the west to 5.E. 3rd Ave-
nue on the east Existing traffic within this area can best be described
as approaching a congested condition, but tolerable.

Traffic signals are present in the central business district (CBD)
at a majority of the intersections, and at virtually every intersection
of the core area. They are, however, interconnected to a master control
system which, in conjunction with the one-way system, assures relatively
comfortable movement conditions during off-peak hours. The Metropalitan
Dade County Department of Traffic and Transportation (DOTT) is currently
implementing Phase II of its new computerized traffic control system which
includes 116 intersections in the City of Miami CBD. The system is com-
prised of a high speed digital computer which "directs" the operation of

all local intersection controllers contained within the countywide net-
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work. By operating on traffic flow data supplied to it by system sen-
sors, the computer determines the optimum timing plan to be supplied to
each local controller.

The central computer is capable, through its programming, of di-
recting separate areas of control where similar traffic conditions exist
and which may be operated under the same cycle length. The computer can
also control timing at the more critical intersections on a c¢ycle-by-
cycle basis to meet minute-to-minute traffic demands. Conservative es-
timates by DOTT assume approximately a 108 to 15% reduction in stops,
delays and accidents as of result of this computerized control system.
Projected completion for the entire county system is 1981.

Currently volumes exceed capacity at key CBD locations during morn-
ing and evening rush hours due not only to excessive numbers of ve-
hicles, but streams of pedestrians as well in the downtown segment.
North of the CBD, along M.E. 2nd Avenue, traffic movements are relative-
ly comfortable during all periods of the day. South of the CBD con-
straints are present at parking facilities and key exit routes, espe-
cially at entrances to Interstate Route 95 in the DuPont Plaza Areacz}.
(S5ee Appendix D for existing AM and PM peak hour traffic volumes and a
detailed description of the surrounding roadway network).

A very comprehensive study of the Downtown Area (DTA) of the City
of Miami was undertaken as part of Phase II of the computer traffic con-

trol syatemiaj.

Its purpose was to detail the traffic impact from new
developments expected to be in operation in the DTA by 1982 and to anal-
yze the ability of the existing street system in the DTA to handle the
increased traffic volumes caused by these developments. The City of
Miami Convention Center was one of the nine major developments consider-

ed for future traffic impacts.
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The cnn;1usinn5 of the DTA study indicate that there are 28 loca-
tions in the DTA where volumes exceed capacity at some time of the day.
Variable signal cycle splits made possible by the computerized traffic
control system will increase capacity adequately at 14 of the locations.
Minor street widening will correct two other locations. Major roadway
construction improvements will be required at 1é aother locations to pro-
vide adequate capacity. These conclusions are shown on Exhibit 5 and
discussed in depth in Appendix E.

Flanned Improvements

There are numercus plans for transportation improvements in the im-
mediate vicinity of the Convention Center site which collectively will
considerably improve traffic flow and reduce congestion in the downtown
area. The Convention Center is expected to be the initiator of pedes-
trian and automobile traffic grade separation in congested downtown
areas. The "sky-walk" type pedestrian causeways have been proposed and
if implemented will improve pedestrian mobility and safety within the
downtown area and assure highest capacity for the streets. Following is
a general description of the current studies and planned improvements.

A more indepth discussion of these improvements is included in Appendix
D.

Streets and Highways - U.5. 1 Crossing Over The Miami River - A con-

sultant has been selected by the Florida Department of Transporation to
conduct the following studies. Preliminary results should be available
in September, 1977.

a Replacement of the existing bridge at Brickell Avenue and im-
provements to U.5. 1 from 5.E. Bth Street.to N.E. 6th Street.

" Investigation of new alternative river crossings south from
Biscayne Boulevard.
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i Analysis nfq&he I-95 connection into U.S5. 1 in the DuPont
Plaza area' " ’, which is located on the east side of the Con-
vention Center site.

Miami Avenue Crossing Over The Miami River - In March of. 1976, a
design studyfs} recommended replacement of the existing 3-lane bascule
bridge with a higher level 6-lane bascule bridge. The City of Miami has
recommended that_a tunnel alterpative to the bridge be evaluated, con-
sidering the increased land development potential that would result with

{E}, Cost estimates for the tunnel have been

an underground facility
completed and methods of financing are currently being researched.
Improvement of Traffic Through the Downtown .ﬂu‘n:a':?:‘I = The following
were extracted from the "Miami Comprehensive Neighborhood Plan", approv=
al by the City Commission in 1977:
L

Upgrade 5.W. 1st Avenue to a major two-way arterial.

i Extend 5.W. 1st Avenue southward from 5.E. Z2nd Street across a
new bridge over the Miami River to 5.W. 7th Street.

o Connect 1st Avenue to Miami Avenue north of 20th Street.

i Construct a four-lane bridge at N.W. 7th Street, limiting ac-
cess west of N.W. 7th Avenue to minimize impacts on adjacent
residential neighborhoods; connect bridge to a one-way pair
west of 1-95 on 6th and 7th Streets to the Port of Miami.

Public Transportation - Rapid Transit - The voters of Dade County,

in an election in November 1972, approved the issuance of bonds in the
amount of $132.5 million to provide the local share of the cost of con-
structing a rapid transit system. From 1973 to 1975, comprehensive pre-
liminary engineering studies were undertaken by Kaiser Engineers re-
sulting in a recommendation for a 48 mile fixed guideway rapid transit
system. The system was proposed to be designed and constructed in three
stages. In December, 1976, the Urban Mass Transportation Administration

committed to Dade County $575 millien for 80 percent of the construction
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{E}, It is

costs of the_first stage. Design of Stage I is now underway
a 16.5 mile system running from 5.W. 88th 5treet (at Dadeland) to N.W.
65th Street (see Exhibit 6). Final design is also underway for the seg-
ment running intoe Hialeah, although construction funds have yet to be
committed.

The Stage I system contains 22 stations, 3 of which are located in
Hialeah. The system will be elevated with some portions at grade south
of the Miami River and will operate conventional rail cars, electrically
powered on continuously welded steel rails. Construction on Phase I is
tentatively scheduled te begin in 1978 and be in full service by 1981.

The principal rapid transit station that will serve the Convention

Center is located within the proposed Downtown Government Center. This
station lecation is bounded by: N.W. 3rd 5t. on the north; M.W. st
Street on the south; N.W. 1st Avenue on the east; and N.W. 2nd Avenue on
the west. Transportation links between the Government Center and Con-
vention Center will be provided by the proposed Downtown People Mover
System (discussed below), expanded mini bus system and walking.

Downtown Peocple Mover System - On June 25, 1976, the City of Miami
and Metropolitan Dade County formally adopted a project proposal for a
Downtown People Mover System {DPM]{E}. Copies of applicable City and
County resolutions are in Appendix F. The DPM is a proposed system of
automatically controlled transit vehicles operating on a 3.7 mile
double-tracked, fixed, and elevated guideway. The recommended system
and its alignment, is shown in Exhibit 7. Two stations will interface
with the proposed rapid transit system - Brickell Avenue and the Down-

town Government Center. Sixteen other stations are-spaced throughout

the 3.7 mile length, including one at the Center. The inclusion of
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people mover stations at the James L. Knight International Center and
the Government Center should contribute significantly to transit rider-
ship. Passenger volumes of at least 40,000 patrons per day are forecast
to use the DPHEE}. This should in turn greatly reduce any automobile
traffic impact that may be caused by the Knight Center.

Development of the DPM project was a direct response to the mount-
ing mobility requirements accompanying the dramatic population growth in
the City of Miami and Dade County since 1950. The following extract
from the Introduction contained in the DPM project |:|!*|::'|:m:15.a|l'W:J succinct-
ly describes the population growth and transportation demand.

“The County experienced a population growth of 156 percent in the
20 years between 1950 and 1970. Conservative projections are that in-
tensive growth will continue in the future with an anticipated increase
of another 37 percent by 1985, an average growth over the 35 year period
of over 7 percent annually. Because of the restricted area available
for development, population density is relatively high as compared with
other urban areas. The 1970 urban population of 1,247,000 persons was
contained in a developed area of 247 square miles, or a density of over
5,000 persons per square mile. The City of Miami, which is the only di-
versified regional activity center, had a density of in excess of 10,000
persons per square mile in 1970."

"With a 1975 population of about 1,450,000 the total demand for
transportation in the County is now approximately 3.6 million person
trips per day. This demand is expected to increase to about five and a
half million daily trips when the County reaches its projected 1985 pop-
wlation of 1,736,000, augmented by approximately 200,000 daily winter

tourists."
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“The growth of populatien and travel demand is cause for concern
over the capability of preserving the quality of life in the County and
the City of Miami and of meeting the mobility requirements of.its
people.”

"Moreover, the vitality of the Central Business District of the
City of Miami is of critical importance to the ﬁvera1l development pat-
tern within the metropolitan area.”

The DPM is planned for construction in two stages with Stage 1 con-
sisting of a partial loop originating at the Government Center rapid
transit station, proceeding east through the CBD, and connecting with a
north/ south line which extends from 5.E. 10th Street and the 5.E. 11th
Street rapid transit station to Biscayne Boulevard and N.E. 17th Street.
Stage 2 will complete the remaining portion of the system. The system
is tentatively scheduled to be completed and in operation sometime in
1981.

Traffic Impact - The traffic generation that may be expected during
the A.M. and P.M. peak hours has been calculated based upon the experi-
ence of similar facilities in other areas. According to a study pre-
pared by Metropolitan Dade tf:::lunt_wg.r'{":ll‘}I (Appendix G) and updated to re-
flect current proposals (Appendix H) the Miami Convention Center (Phase
1) will attract 631 vehicles inbound during the A.M. peak hour and 843
vehicles during the P.M. peak hour. The results of the traffic analysis
indicates the following intersections will become congested but bear-
ahle(1T}:

S.E. 2nd Avenue & 5.E. 4th Street - A.M. peak hour
S. Miami Avenue & S.E. 2nd Street - P.M. peak hour

Other intersections approaching this congested condition are:
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S.E. 1st Avenue & 5.E. 2nd 5treet - P.M. peak hour

S.E. 2nd Avenue & 5.E. 4th Street - P.M. peak hour

Although these intersections will generate congestion and delay to
vehicles wishing to pass through them, they will provide safe service to
this facility.

It should be noted that in relation te the size of the convention
center facility and the intensity of its use, there will be a very low
production of private automobile traffic. Relatively few of the Conven-
tion Center guests will use auto transportation to reach the facility.
Most of the convention activities will attract out of town visitors who
arrive by air and then stay in downtown hotels. Hotel limosines, taxis,
busses and, in the future, rapid transit and the DTA People Mover 5ys-
tem, will be used to transport large numbers of convention goers to the
project site from the hotels which are located beyond walking distance.

Summary of Transportation Discussion

In summary, it can be stated that no major change to the existing
overall downtown transportation pattern will result from the City of
Miami Convention Center. While the project will generate additional
vehicular traffic, the bulk of this will occur at non-peak hours. The
estimated 631 morning and 843 afterncon peak hour vehicles can be ade-
quately accommodated by the existing street network. As discussed pre-
viously, there are numerous projects planned that will improve traffic
circulation and reduce congestion in the DTA.

Historic/Archeological Properties

The South Florida Historical Association and Dade Heritage Trust
have conducted a survey of historic sites and structures in connection

with the Metropolitan Dade County Historic Preservation Ordinance. To
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date, few of the sites listed have been surveyed in sufficient detail to
provide the information needed to definitively classify them as worthy
of local historic register status. I

There are 23 sites in Dade County that have been extensively re-
searched and are listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

The southeast corner of the Convention Center site is the only area
in downtown Miami undisturbed by construction or other modern improve-
ments. This portion of the site, formerly the garden of the Granada
Hotel is known to be part of Miami Midden No. 1 identified as the Gra-
nada Site (8 Dall).

In March 1974, the Florida Department of State, Division of Ar-
chives, History and Records Management, conducted a "dig" at this site
sponsored by the Historial Association of Southern Florida. Numerous
artifacts were carefully excavated, identified and cataloged. The find-
ings indicate this site was used by the Teguesta Indians as early as the
Glades II Period (400-900 A.D.) and possibly even earlier. Accordingly,
the Division of Archives, History and Records Management is currvently
preparing the appropriate documentation to support a request that the
Granda Site be listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Ad-
ditional information on findings of the Division of Archives is given in
Section V, Environmental Impact, and Appendix I.

Natural Environsment

The project site is in downtown Miami in the business district.
The area has been intensively developed and currently contains little,
if any vestige of the original natural environment other than the soil.
S0il1 investigations are planned in conjunction with foundation construc-

tion.
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Energy
Like most facilities in South Florida, this project is predominate-

1y electrically powered; however, the use of solar energy as a power
source, as described below, is being actively investigated. The Florida
Power & Light Company (FP&L) supplies power to Dade County and thirty-
four other Florida counties through an interconnected system of nine
generating plants distributed geographically around its service terri-
tory. These generating facilities consist of two nuclear steam units,
twenty-four fossil steam units, forty-eight gas turbines, and two diesel
installations. Eight additional units are committed or under construc-
tion, which when completed will add over 50: to the generating capabil-
ity of the system.

In the summer of 1976, the net capability of the FP&L system was
25% greater than the actual peak ‘demand. There will continue to be am-
ple reserve capacity for at Teast 5 years. Uncertain growth forecasts
make it difficult to predict when additional generating units will be
needed.

Electrical service to all of downtown Miami is furnished by an un-
derground interconnected grid system. The Miami switch yard, located at
5. W. Eﬂd Avenue and 4th Street, controls a periodic switching of loads
in order to maximize utilization of the power supply. The maximum capa-
city of the downtown supply and disﬁributinn system is much greater than
any anticipated growth would demand.

Engineering studies are being conducted on the use of gas-fired
heat absorption air conditioning at the Center so that solar powered

units can be integrated with the system.
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Construction

In accordance with floed control regulations, the ffrstlelement to
be constructed on the site will be an embankment to Elevatinn 11 feet
aleng the Miami River. Because the land slopes naturally toward the
River, this will serve to retain runoff and siltation on site until the
final grading and soakage pits are complete. Where practical, noise re-
duction procedures and equipment, such as low noise compressors, will be
used during construction. Dust control procedures will be initiated to
minimize air pollution.

Human Population

As previously stated, almost 80 percent of the land uses in the im-
mediate three block area are in the transportation - utilities category.
The remainder include office space and hotels. MNo population occupies
the project site, hence, no relocation is required. The population seg-
ment found in the proximity of the project are predominately those em-
ployed by the commercial firms located there. Adverse impacts of the
project on the population within the affected area are expected to be

minimal and short-term (during construction).
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(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(&)

Traffic Engineering Study for City of Miami Convention Center, Metro-
politan Dade County, Department of Traffic and Transpertation, June,

1976.

Final System Plan - Milestone 8, Dade County Trnasit Improvement

Program, Kaiser Engineers, May 1975.

“Conceptual Development of Downtown Miami - 1975 to 1982" Metro-
Dade Traffic Control System Phase 2A, State Job Number 87000-1714

Sperry Systems Management, July 20, 1976.

"Downtown Miami: A Conceptual Transportation Plan," Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation/Beiswenger Hoch and Associates, September,

1973.

"Miami Avenue Bridge over the Miami River, Design Report Project

No. 87000, Beiswenger, Hoch and Associates, Inc., March, 1976.

"Miami Avenue Miami River Crossing Study," Joint Technical Staff
Review Florida Department of Transportation, Dade Co: Dept. of Traf-
fic and Transportation and Public Works Dept.; City of Miami: Plan-
ning Dept., Public Works Dept., Downtown Development Authority,

Beiswinger, Hoch and Associates, May, 1977.
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(7]

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

"Miami Comprehensive Neighborhood Plan 1976-1986", Transportation
Element, Wallace, McHarg, Roberts and Tedd, Inec., 1976.

“Priority Engineering and Operational Analysis. Final Report",
Dude.Euunty Transportation Improvement Program - Stage 1, Kaiser
Transit Group, October, 1976.

Project Proposal - Downtown People Mover System, Metropolitan
Dade County and City of Miami, Florida, June, 1976.

Traffic Engineering Study for City of Miami Cenvention Center,
Metropolitan Dade County Department of Traffic and Transportation
(DOTT), June, 1976.

It should be noted that the current projected traffic for the
Convention Center is 35% less than that calculated by Dade DOTT
due to a reduction in size. Also the DOTT analysis was based up-
on the existing roadway network, therefore, it did not take into
account the many planned and proposed improvements for the Miami

Downtown Area.
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SECTION 1V

PLANNING FOR THE PROJECT SITE

The Center project is in keeping with the planned land use for the
site. The projected 1985 land use for the site in "Downtown Miami,
1973-1985: An Urban Development and Zoning Plan", is designated as Cen-
tral Commercial with zoning of the immediate area for apartment and of-
fice buildings and commercial activities.

Projecting further into the future, the "Comprehensive Development
Master Plan for Metropolitan Dade County", accepted and adopted by the

Board of County Commissioners in March 1975, identifies the area around

and including the Center site as an activity center of regional scope.
The Convention Center is a project that has been discussed for many
years, with implementation potential a recent reality. There have been
no objections to this project for any environmental reasons. The Center
has been discussed at many commission meetings and numerous master plan
public hearings and is generally viewed as an extremely beneficial un-
dertaking tied into the productive future of the entire downtown area.
The Board of County Commissioners of Metropolitan Dade County has also
provided support for the downtown Convention Center by the purchase of
land from the City of Miami for $5.3 million, with the understanding
that the 35.3 million be used toward the implementation of the Conven-
tion Center proposal. These funds have been used for property acquisi-
tion and professional fees for the development of the Convention Center.
Reaction of the public sector has been favorable to steps taken by
the Miami City Commissioners to advance the plan for the James L. Knight

Interpnational Center. For example, at a public hearing held June 9,
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1976, the Commissioners discussed the agreements for construction in con-

cept, and displayed architectural renderings and medels for public view.
Public reaction, newspaper articles and television coverage responded fa-
vorably and generally supported the concept and progress to that date.
The Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce Downtown Action Committee has ap-
pointed a subcommittee to promote the develupmeﬁt of the James L. Knight
International Center. The subcommittee has actively taken part in the
planning for the development and has publicly supported the project. It
is generally perceived that this project, upon completion, will be ac-
claimed by the public as a major accomplishment in downtown revitaliza-

tion.
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SECTION V
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

IMPACTS

In view of the dense urban development already in existance around
the site on which the James L. Knight International Center will be con-
structed, the addition of the Center is not expected to cause any addi-
tional significant adverse environmental impact.
Air Quality

Air pollution dispersal in Miami is generally better than in most

urban areas. This is a result of various factors, including a lack of

major topographic relief, a consistancy of prevailing winds and no sig-
nificant industrial sources of pollution. This ensures that sheltered
pockets of pollution cannot form. Serious temperature inversions occur
infrequently, and the dissipation of pollutants generally occurs at a
high rate.

There will be some additional air pollution due to vehicular emis-
sfons from auto trips created by the convention center complex. However,
relatively few of the convention center guests will use auto transpora-
tion to reach the facility. Most of the convention activities will at-
tract out of town visitors who arrive by air and then stay in downtown
hotels. Hotel limosines, taxis and busses will be used to transport
large numbers of convention goers from the hotels which are located be-
yond walking distance to the project site. Therefore, in relation to
the size of the convention center facility and the intensity of its use
these w{ll be a very low production of automobile traffic and asseciated

pollution.
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Although the convention center will contribute a small amount to
the air pollution in the downtown during its first few years of opera-
tion, it is anticipated that in the long run, this facility will help to
initiate a reduction in automobile trips to the downtown. The basis for
this belief is that a concentrated activity center in the downtown area
will make it possible to operate an efficient mass transportation system.
If the convention center succeeds in stimulating additional development
in the downtown area there will be sufficient employment and other trip
attractions to support the rapid transit and additional express bus routes.
There are numerous plans for transportation improvements in the im-

mediate vicinity of the convention center site, which collectively will

considerably reduce automobile emissions in the area. The bridge cros-
sings over the Miami River which provide access to the convention center
from the South (the Brickell Avenue Bridge and the Miami Avenue bridge)
are planned to be replaced with either tunnels or higher bridges to
reduce the traffic delays caused by the opening of these bridges for pas-
sing marine vessels. Florida DOT is also studying alterpatives for a more
efficient routing of traffic through the DuPont Plaza area, which is lo-
cated on the east side of the convention center site. A computerized
signalization system is currently under construction in the downtown area.
A regional rapid transit sytem is being designed whose downtown station
will service the convention center with feeder buses. Another key trans-
poration improvement which has been given a high priority, but which has
not yet received funding, is construction of a People Mover system in

the downtown area. There will be a station at the convention center
enabling the system to transport all convention guests to the center from

the hotels, restaurants and retail shops in the downtown area. Both the
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rapid transit and the People Mover systems will be electrically powered,
producing no air pollution.

Water Quality

The Convention Center and its primary users will not contribute to
the pollution of area surface waters, except to add some turbidity to
those waters from surface runoff during heavy storms during construc-
tion. Once the project is completed, most of the runoff will be trapped
in seepage pits. This constitutes an improvement over existing condi-
tions, because presently the site contains surface parking areas and all
surface runoff from the site drains directly into the Miami River.

Dade County Pollution Control is currently conducting a study to
determine the extent to which surface runoff affects area water quality;
however it is certain that the biological and chemical pollutants,
which are normally associated with surface runoff, will not be a contri-
buting factor from this downtown convention center site.

The groundwater will be replenished by percolation from seepage pits
at the project site; however the gquality of the groundwater is not a mat-
ter of concern in this area because it is already infiltrated with salt
water.

The Biscayne Aquifer is the source of raw water for the City of Miami,
as well as for most of South Florida. The wells are situated in two loca-
tions outside the City, approximately 7 miles inland in order to avoid
saltwater encroachment along the shoreline and inland waterways. The
supply is considered to have very adequate reserve capacity, given con-
tinued management by the Florida Department of Environmental Regulation,
the Suufh Florida Water Management District, and the Dade County Depart-

ment of Environmental Resources Management.
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This project and its primary users will consume an estimated 85,000

gallons of water per day. This is well within the growth projections
contained in the Water Quality Management Plan for ﬂédE County.

Surface runoff will be disposed of to the maximum extent possible,
by a seepage storm draimage system. Only during emergency situations
will excess stormwater runoff be allowed to enter the Miami River.

The project facility and primary users will proeduce an estimated
HS,UUU{T} gallons per day of sewage effluent, which will be transported
to the Virginia Key Treatment Plan via the existing sanitary sewer sys-
tem.

Waste water treatment is in conformance with the Water Quality Man-
agement Plan for Metropolitan Dade County, which has been approved by
the Federal Government. An addition to the existing Virginia Key Treat-
ment Plant is now under construction. When the construction is com-
pleted in late 1977, the capacity of the plant will be 115 MGD with sec-
ondary treatment (90% E-{IID5 & suspended solids removal). The capacity
was planned to handle additional municipalities plus the future growth
of the Central Service District (including the City of Miami). In addi-
tion, the existing outfall line is being extended to the edge of the
Continental Shelf {(approximately 18,000 feet from shore). When this
outfall line is completed in September 1977, the treated effluent will
be deposited into the Gulf Stream, at a depth of 100 feet and dispersed,
thereby, having no significant effect on recreation and fishing in the
offshore waters of Miami.

Solid Waste Management

The project and its primary users will produce an estimated 11 tons

per day of paper and food-related wastes when in full operation. These
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wastes will be transported to the Dade County Tandfill located near N.W.
58th Street and 27th Avenue. This landfill is expected to reach its max-
imum capacity in 2 to 4 years.

By 1979-1980 Dade County is expected to complete a resource re-
covery plant with a 3,000 ton/day capacity, sufficient to meet the pro-
jected needs of Central Dade County (including the City of Miami) for a
20 year period.

Transportation

It is anticipated that the additional traffic and traffic pattern
for the Convention Center will have minimal effect on non-commercial

land uses since the area that will be immediately impacted is either va-

cant or presently used for commercial activity. Those residential uses
within the immediate area of the project will be somewhat negatively im-
pacted by the increased traffic generated by the project. However, due
to their age and resulting limited future utility it is projected that
they will be redeveloped for commercial use, especially upon the comple-
tion of the Convention Center which will greatly enhance the surrounding
land values. A1l land within the immediate area has already been re-
zoned for commercial and therefore any new development in this area

will be commercial or mixed use.

Historic/Archaeological Properties

Project construction will impact approximately 15 percent of the
site designated "main archaeological area“, which is known to be part of
Miami Midden Mo. 1 and identified as the Granada Site (8 Dall).

The City plans to maintain approximately 85 percent of the Granada
site in an undisturbed condition and also to undertake a preliminary ar-
chaeological and historical field investigation of the remainder of the

project site.
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The Florida Department of State, Divsion of Archires, History and
Records Management, has reviewed the proposed project plans and provided
the following in a letter (Appendix 1) dated December 3, 1976, to the
City's Project Director for the Center:

"After carefully reviewing the proposed project plans, our of-
fice is prepared to make a preliminary finding of no effect
provided the conditions listed below are met. These are: (1)
that approximately 85% of the main area of archaeological con-
cern be preserved intact; (2) that preliminary test excava-
tions followed by archaeological salvage be conducted in the
northwest corner of the conservation area where construction
impacts will definitely occur; and (3) that subsurface test
coring be made over the remainder of the project to locate any
unknown archaeological remains which may exist under presently
paved areas.”

Matural Environment

The project site and the surrounding area have been subjected to
intensive development over the years. MNo wildlife remains on the site
which can be affected by the prnject. Native flora in the area was long
ago destroyed, leaving no significant or endangered flora on the site.

The Center is to be constructed within the coastal zone and care
has been taken to insure that the project is compatible with coastal
zone management plans and requirements.. Applicable measures have been
incorporated into the plans for the Center to ensure that the completed
project complies with regulations regarding censtruction in the flood
plains.

Endangered or threatened species which have been known to inhabit
waters near the project area include the brown pelican and manatee.

This project will have no significant effect on those waters.
Energy
No adverse environmental impact is ﬂﬁtftipatedlhhith may be attri-

buted to energy used-by the Center. Like most facilities in South Flo-
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rida, the Center will be predominately electrically powered with active
consideration being given to the integration of solar energy as a power
source at a later date. FPAEL, the supplier, had a nét capability in the
summer of 1976 which was 25 percent greater than peak demand. Ultimate-
1y, the project will require 7,250 KVA which can be accommodated easily
by the downtown power system.

Construction

As previously discussed, no long-term (after project completion)
adverse impacts are anticipated.

Some short-term air and water pollution will be experienced during
the construction phase of the project, primarily:

®  Particulate matter (airborne dust)

o Sedimentation (carried by stormwater runoff prior to comple-

tion of seepage pits)

®  Vehicular emissions

Dust control procedures implemented throughout the construction
phase will keep particulate matter (airborne dust) within acceptable
limits. Measures to be employed by the contractors, including the use
of mechanical brooms and sprinklers as needed, will prevent excavated
material from drying out and blowing.

Stormwater will be retained on site by the embankment or in the
soakage pits. Sediment, nutrients and pesticides will be trapped by
vegetation in the landscaped area or filtered out during percolation
through the soakage pits. Only during emergency situations will excess
overflow go into the Miami River.

Vehicular emissions during construction will be quickly dissipated
by the prevailing breezes and are not expected to constitute a signifi-

cant source of air pollution.
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Human Population

The impact of the project on the population in the immeqfate vicin=
ity is expected to be minimal. The project site :nn%ains no dwellings
and no population relocation is reguired. MNoise associated with con-
struction will probably be objectionable to a very limited segment of
the population in the area, predominately those which have occasion to
be on the street during all or part of the work day. Those persons in
adjacent buildings, because of the noise abatement capacity of the build-
ings, should experience only minor inconvenience because of noise. No
significant odor related problems are expected. A1l normal health and
safety measures will be observed during construction. Further, provi-
sions to enhance the health and safety of persons working in or visiting
the completed Center are being included in the Center plans.

The architectural design and landscaping of the Center are aesthetic-
ally appealing and will compliment and contribute to the visual attractive-

ness of downtown Miami. It should be noted that 1.5 percent of the funds

for construction of the convention center is earmarked for art works.




(1)

Maximum expected flow estimate for ultimate development based on:

2,000 meals/day @ 10 gal/meal = 20,000 gpd

800 rooms, occupancy @ 1.25

persons/room @ 50 gal/personfday = 50,000 gpd
5,000 seats @ 3 gal/seat/day = 15,000 gpd
Total = 85,000 gpd




SECTION VI
MECHANISMS FOR MITIGATING AVOIDABLE
ADVERSE IMPACTS

ACTIONS TO MITIGATE IMPACTS

As has been stated, nmo significant adverse impacts are expected to
result from the project. The following actions will be taken to miti-
gate the short-term impacts which will occur during construction of the
Center.

Actions to Mitigate Adverse impact on Air Resources

Airborne dust can be expected during the initial phases of con-

struction. As building progresses, exposed areas will be covered and

the potential for blowing dust will diminish. Up to then, light
sprinkling of exposed, disturbed area will hold the dust in place.
Street areas adjacent to the site onte which loose dirt is carried by
construction equipment will be swept regularly to minimize dust stirred
up by traffic. Additionally, the sweeping is a measure to keep sediment
out of the stormwater drainage systems.

Actions to Mitigate Adverse Impact on Water Resources

The land on which the Center will be built slopes naturally toward
the Miami River. An embankment to elevation 11 feet will be constructed
along the river banks to retain runoff and siltation on site and to re-
tard erosion. Seepage pits are included in the project plans for addi-
tional runoff contral. The small area of the site not covered by the
project building will be preserved undisturbed (archaeclogical site) or

revegetated in accordance with the landscaping p1an5.
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Actions to Mitigate Adverse Impact on Historical/Archaeological Site

That part of the Granada Site which is to be preserved in an un-
disturbed state will be cordoned off from cnnstructi;n activity. Both
vehicular and pedestrian traffic will be routed around the area to be
preserved. HNo project related materials, equipment or personnel will be
permitted within the cordoned area. Preliminary test excavations fol-
lowed by archaeclogical salvage will be undertaken in the 15 percent of

the Granada S5ite where construction impacts will occur.
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SECTION VII
. PROBABLE ADVERSE IMPACTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED

No significant unavoidable adverse impacts have been identified.
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SECTION VIII

ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED CENTER

Prior to the selection of the project site, there were four feasi-
bility studies for similar types of convention centers at other loca-
tions in the downtown area. Two separate studies considered a location
in Bayfront Park, one study dealt with a location on Watson Island, and
another considered a Government Center location.

"Grass roots" opposition condemned further consideration of a Cen-
ter in Bayfront Park which is a public park. Watsen Island, in addition
to being publicly opposed because it also is park land, does not provide
pedestrian access to and from the Miami downtown shops and facilities
and therefore would not contribute to revitalizing the Miami center
city. The Government Center location was rejected because adeguate
visitor facilities, including lodging, are not available within reason-
able walking distance.

The alternatives of "no action" or "postponement of the project"
were considered and rejected because neither course of action advances
the primary purpose of constructing the James L. Knight International
Center, which is to revitalize downtown Miami. Further, postponement
would incur additional construction costs from inflation without provid-

ing any advantages.
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SECTION IX
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEMN SHORT-TERM USES OF MAN'S ENVIRONMENT AND THE
MAINTENANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY

As previously indicated, the site for the Center is in downtown Miami,
an intensely developed commercial area of buildings approximately 15-20
stories high. The natural environment of the area was totally altered
years ago and no longer supports any of the original flora or fauna.

The Center site, in its current state, provides no significant identifi-
able productivity in support of the local ecosystem which may be diminish-
ed by the project.

Construction of the Center is expected to provide an environmental
gain in the improvement of runoff water quality entering the Miami River.
The natural slope of the site toward the river permits runoff from the
project area to enter the water course directly. The embankment along
the Miami River along with soakage pits on the site will act to retain
runoff.

Construction of the Center will preclude use of the site for other
purposes during the useful 1ife of the buildings. It is significant,
however, that the Center has been designed to have the greatest possible
flexibility to accommodate diverse activities. When completed, the com-
plex will provide cultural, intellectural and recreational opportunities

heretofore not available in the project area.
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SECTION X
IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS OF RESOURCES
The commitments of resources to the project are reasonable and do
not include consumption of scarce resources, the extinction of any spe-

cies or undue risks to human health.




