STREET STORY
BA RE DRIVE, MC R AND MAIN HIGHWAY

South Bayshore Drive is a north-south connector between
Coconut Grove and downtown Mismi, Wwhen Ingraham Highway, Main
Highway and McFarlane Road are utilized in connection with South
Bayshere Drive, the entire network becomes a link between South
Mimmi, southern Coral Gables, and downtown Miami., It 1s a thor-
oughfare for commuters who work In Coconut Grove or Miami.
In 1928, South Bayshore Drive was constructed with Porc- 4
land cement concrete, 30 feet wide, It extends from Alatka Street
to McParlane Road but in actuality, it is a contimuatlom of South
Miami Avenue which ends at Alatka Street. Bayshore Drive parallels
Biscayne Bay and is bullt on a 70-foot right-of-way most of its
length. It is zoned 70 feet from Alatka Street to Aviatlion Avenue
and thence its zoned width widens to 100 feet to McFarlane Road.
It is uid.al_;,r used by people commmuting from dowmtown
Miani to the Miami City Hall at Dinner Key, the Auditorium, and .
to the Coconut Grove business section. It also serves the U. 1. |
Coast Guard Rase. It is lined by homes of upper income class
people who populate this section of Coconut Grove.

There is very little sidewalk, but the pavement 18 in

excellent condition and there are a few local drainage structures.




It is highly congested during the peak morning and evening hours,
but the remainder of the day it is capadle of taking cars of the
traffic volume.

Bayshore Drive, or South Miami Avenue divides land which
is the site of che Deering Estate. This has been separated into
& gubdivieion on the west and Mercy Hospital and Vizcaya Art
Museun on the east. The 70-foot right-of-way is sufficlent, the
pavement is excellent, and it can easily handle the vehicles
uging it at the present time.

At the terminus of South Bayshore Drive near the Cltcy
of Miami's Coconut Grove Bayfront Park, McFarlane Road begins
its 95-foot right-of-way. It 1s zoned 92% feet, and on a map
appears perpendicular to Bayshore Drive, waking en intersection
with Main Highway and Grand Averue one block to the west. It
was improved in 1260 by remacadamizing under Highway Improvemant

Distriet H-4155 and ite 74 feet of sand and cil pavement surfaced

with asphaltic concrete., There is no positive storm drainage

system on McFarlane, but overland drainage by way of a concrete

valley gutter drains water into Biscayne Bay.

Main Highway is aptly named because it is a main high-

way and important business street in Coconut Grove. It is a

business center from Grand Avenue and McFarlane Road to Franklin




A

Avermue. The vight-ol-way in this distance varies between 50
and 65 feet. The pavement In this area alsoc wae remacadamized
in 1960, in widths of 40 to 55 feet under Highway Improvement
District H-4155. This sectlon has a combination positive storm
and sanitary sewer which outfalls into Biscayne Bay, creating a
health hazard.

Thare are sidewalks in the business section. At
Franklin Avenue a 20'-wide pea rock type pavement begins and
extends to S.W. 37th Avenue. It is a narrow, tree-lined street
with dense foliaze abutting the roadway its entire length. In
1960 City Forces reaurfaced it with pea-rock, Driving 18 a
hazard and therc is no sldewslk. This is one of the oldest
sections of Miawi and the rasidents are resistent to change.
They do not want sidewalk, nor tc have the trees removed. The %
right-of-way is primarily 30 feet wide and no lmprovement is
expected in the near future. This is a unique atretch of road.
It; present characteriatics should be preserved as long as
possible. :

very litcle adequate width right-of-way has been dedi-
cated in this section, which 13 zoned 70 [eet.

Angther section of this highway, Ingraham Highway, con-
tinues further south, diagonally betwsen Douglas Road and LeJeune

Road. It is narrow, pavement is poor, and ic ie wlthout sidewalk,
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adequate street lighting, and storm or sanitary sewer facilitles.
From a traffic standpoint it too should be improved, but right-of-
way 13 insufficient and some sections of this atreet have only 30
feet of right=of-way. It is congested in peak hours but no early
ilmprovement to this artery le expected either. Its umique charac-
‘teristics should be preserved.

Sanitary and storm sewers are needed the entire lengzth
of these artarial streets, but sanitary sewers in some sections
will not be constructed before 1967 and the remainder before 1971.
The Coeconut Grove Business Area has an urgent need for sanitary
sewars because raw sowage is allowed to flow into Biscayne Bay,

contaminacing the Dinner Key Marlna.
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EET b4

BIRD A E

Bird Avenue 1s actually a continuation of Bird Read,
an east-weat artery passing through Miami, Coral Gables and
Dade County to Krome Avenue. From Dixie Highway west through
the Cicty liwits at S.W. q%th Avenue, B8ird Road is County-main-
tained. East of Dixie Highway to §.¥W. 27th Avenue, Bird Avenue
is solely under the jurusdiction of the City of Miaml. Recently
Bird Road was remacsdamized from Dixie Highway west to the City
limits by Dade Councty. Forty-five feet of asphaltic concrete
pavement was placed on the existing substandard surface, Re-
striping and channelization of the Dixie Highway intersection
was done by the Traffic and Transportation Division of the City
of Mlami.

Fast of Dixie Highway, Bird Avenus presently has 20 feet
of sand and oll pavement. It is ocut of grade a good deal of the
way and is too narrow for the traffic which uses it in peak hours,
Although ic is zoned 70 feet, and some of the right-of-way is
available to I::hl.:J line, there are many locations still less than
70 feet. Sidewalk was constructed oan the north side of one block

of Bird Avenue as part of Sidewalk District 8K-132., However,
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resldents of this section of Coconut Grove have a mixad opinion
as to the desirability of sidewalk. For this reason only one
block on Bird Avetwe has sidewalk. Also the problem of the
Erades has delayed the building of sidewalk where it is wanted.
This thoroughfare should be rebuilt entirely on a 70-foot right-
of-way from S.W. 27th Avernue to Dixie Highway. This would solve
the grade ﬁruhllnu and enhance the possibility of future sidewallk
construction,

Presently, with the exceptions of the $.W. 27th Avenue
intersection and the Dixie Highway intergzection, Bird Avenues ip
entirely resldencial. It is used primarilyby vehicles bound for
Coconut Grove or Dinner Key. When the Dixie Expressway becomes
& realicy, Bird Avenue will pass under the Expregsway. At thig
time during paak hours, the Dixie Highway intersection is highly
congested although elecireonic signalization has been installed.
Additional widening of Bird Avenue and rechanmelization is neceg-
sary to provide a swooth flow of traffic through this inter-
section,

At present therels no positive storm dralnage on Bird
Road but some local drainage facllities have been congtructed,

This does not replace the need for a positive syatem. Should the
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road be rebuilt, positive dralnage should be comstructed through-
out. Sanitary Sewers are non-existent on Bird Avenue ac thils
time. They are expected to be constructed under futuwe G. 0. Bond
Programs, the earliest of which will be 1971. Street lighting
ghould be improved on Bird Avenue, especially il tha street is
ever reconstructed completely.

The 5.W. 32nd Avenue intersection was improved when the
City rebullt 5.W. 22nd Avenue and the lutersection was rebuilc.
The £.W. 27th Avenue intersection is alsc in need of improvement
because several hundred feet to the east, Bird Avenue intersects
with Aviation Avenue.

Much could be done to improve cthis street Lif the adjacent
property osners would agres to assesmments. The resldents in
chie sectiom generally are against improvements of this nature
and have almost slways opposed such plans, However, the need re-
mains and if S.W. 27th Avenus ias ever rebuilt from Dixle Highway

to Dinner Key, then it is alwost & necessity that Bird Avenue be

rebullt at the same time.




STREFT 3TORY

BUSCAYNE BOULEVARD FROM S.E. 4TH TO M.E. 87TH STRPETS

Built during the land boom of the middle twentles, Biscayne
Boulevard has a history similar to Miami's history. Starting from
uﬁ*htng, not even right-of-way in some cases, early subdividers
hacked Biscayne Boulevard through underbrush and ecoral rock. Some
Soma winter residents who returned to Miaai found that a road had
been constructed on their land. There were instances when con-
structlon was done mocturnally. In the Bayfront Park area land -
was pumped in to form the base for Biscayne Boulevard. For years
it was the ouly link between the Central Business Districc and the
northeast saction of Dade County. It served alsoc as Lhe only
through nortn-south highway (U.S. No. 1) to the entire east coast
of Florida.

Conditions have changed since that early begimming. No
longer is Biscayne Boulevard the only nortir-scuth artery. Other
parallel roads have been constructed, but uncil completion of the
Expressway System, Blacayne Boulevard may still be considered as
the main carrier. Although it is known for its beauty, !L:enyh-
Boulavard has become strictly commercisl. .

Baing & Stste Road (SR We. 5) and an important link in

Mimmi's arterial street program, Biscayne Boulevard ls eligible
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for Federal Aid. Since it is included in tha State Primary System,
it is maintained sclely by the State.

This ::aﬁic and world-famous road has its beginning at
$.FE. 4ch Street in the DuFont Plaza, just a few feet from the
mouth of the Miami River. For two blocks it is an undivided street
with 100-foot right-of-way. It has pavement barely wide enough
to accommodate the traffiec utilizing the complex of DuFont Flaza,
§.E. 2nd Avenue Bridge and Brickell Avenue as an entrance to and
exit from downtown Miami. '

A jog is created at S.E. 2Znd Street as Biscayne Boulevard
expands into a divided parkway. Here its right-of-way width is
over 200 feet. Its pavement contains twe 48-foot northbound and
southbound lanes separaied by three traffic islands which form
an avenue of Royal Palms., Metered parking is available in the
lanes between the islands. High rise buildings on the west and
Bayfront Park on the east add to the beauty of Biscayne Boule-
vard. Located in Bayfront Park are the new City of Miaml Public
Library, Bandshell, and Municipal Auditorium. Just east of
Biscayne Boulevard on ¥.¥. 5th Street and South Bayshore Drive
are the Prinz vValdemar Municipal Parking iot, Fire 5Statiom No. 10

and Fire Division Maintenance Garage and the City Yacht Docks.
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Tentative plans call for accese ramps to the downtown
interchange ¢f the Worth-South Expreasway, coming to ground level
near S.E. 3rd Street and the Boulevard, allowing egress and
ingress to the Expressway.

When the Dodge Island Port comes into existence, it
will be joined to the mainland by & new rail and wehicular Causeway.
The termimus of the proposed Causeway will be between N.E. 5th and
6cth Streets at Biscayne Boulevard. Upon completion of the new’
Port, the presemt Coumercial Docks which front om Biscavne Boule-
vard will not be necessary, but its final disposition has not bean
determined.

Right-of-way l'mn.:uwl to 103 feet north of 5th Street but
the roadway remains divided. A single traffic ilsland separates
the northbound and southbound lanes. At 10th Street the roadway
is no longer divided. From K.E. 5th to 19ch Streets is an ares
of high traffic demsity. Two Causeways discharge traffic into
this section. MacArthur Causeway, now having lts west span rebuilc,
is responsible for much of the traffic at the l3ith Street inter-
gection. Venetian Cacseway creates a problem at 15th Street.
Rercuting has been instituted to slmplify movements from Blscayne
Boulevard affecting the Causeway. Theas are only temporsary

traffic movers and do not consist of major physical changeas.
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The propoead East-West Expressway will be carried over
Elscayne Boulevard south of N.E. 13th Street. As showmn in the
Wilbur Smith Report, there will be no access to this Expressway
from Biscayne Boulevard. [owever, the East-West Expressway is
so far in the future that this plan may be obsolete at the time
constructicon commences.

From N.E. 12th to N.E. 13th Streets thare 1s a 100-foot
right-of-way which encompasses 64 feet of good pavement, sidewalk,
tree-lined parkway, curb and gutter. Biscayne Boulevard in this
area, as throughout, is highly commercialized. However, trucks
are prohibited to use Biscayne Boulsvard south of 55th Terrace.

Under comstruction is apn overpass lying between K.E.
36th and N.E. 39th Streets which will provide a direct conmection
between the recently completed Julia Tuttle Causeway and the
36th Street Interchange. Until this iz completed the ramps for
the Caugewsy, constructed at 36th Street and 38th Street by the
State Road Department, will have to suffice. A whole new traffic
pettern hag been created at the intersection of Biscayne Boulevard
and 36ch Street. The exclusive Bay Point Subdivision abuts Bis-
cayne Boulevard in this section.

100-foot rignt-ofi-way is again prevalent up toN.E. 5&th

4
Street. MNorth of 54th Street, Biscayne Boulevard narrows perceptibly.



The right-of-way decresses in stages from 66 feet to 48 feet at
H.E. 64th Streect. It iz clear that such a large transition would
create a bottlensck. 3uch is the case here. A uwinimum of 40 feet
of paving predominates throughout, foreing the elimination of
parking from N.E. 55th Terrace to the City limits. MNaturally,
merchants have vehemently protested the ban because it is detri-
mental to their business. Sowe have even extended the pavement
past their property linea co provide parking for their patrons.

Whereas Blscayne Boulevard ie in the State Primary
Systew, a solution to ite traffiec problems has been offered by
the State Roed Departwent., It has plans to construct an entirely
new highway, N.E. 4th Court, generally paralle! to Biscayne Boule-
vard, but Intersecting it at W.E. 35th Terrace and at 88th Street.
This is highly dﬂsifahlt in a design sense, making a dual highway
out of Blscayne Boulevard.

It is not & panacea, for it has one major drawback.
In conjunction, tha State has also planned to make Biscayne
Boulevard and 4th Court a ome-way couplet, with northbound traffic
using Biscayne Boulevard and 4th Court being used by southbound,
which ner:ninly_iﬂ test geometrically. Ecomomically, thia would

certainly have an effect on many merchants on Biscayne Boulevard.



A great deal of their business caters to the southbound tourist
trade. Motels, hotels, restsurants and related trades occupy
most of the prapurfy on the Boulevard.

Biscayne Boulevard businessmen have legitimate reason for
their viclent opposition. It will require much effort to pacify
them because they are so atromgly against the 3tate's plan.
Ircnically, they sre the ones hurt wost by the existing traffic
congestion and by elimination of parking, but a compromise should
be worked out.

Should H.E. 4th Court be constructed, Bilscavne Boulevard
will be nodified slightly to permit channelization of the inter-
section where Biscayne Boulevard, 4th Court, Federal Highwav and
s5th Terrace merge.

At the Lictle River Canmal, between 77th and 78 Eil;::an:n.
the State Road Department has widened the existing bridge.

The intersection of 79th Street and Biscayne Boulevard
ls perhaps the busiest intersection in the State, and one of the
busiest in the south. Acting as traffic gnnerltﬁr: are the Lictle
River Business District, the Blescayne Shopping Plaza, 79th Street
Causeway and, during theWinter Season, Hialeah Racetrack. Con-
struction of N.E. 82nd Street should relieve this interseection

of some traffic by creating sncther direct rouce to Little River.



The same situvation exists from 79th Street to the Cicy
limits at §7th Street. Too many vehicles are using too narrow
4 street. Although Biscayne Boulevard is zoned 90-feet, itas
right-of-way in this section ranges from 78 to 50 feet. The
asphaltic concrete pavewent is approximately 40 feet wide through=
cut the segment from 55th Terrace to 87th Street, and gldewalk,
curb and gutters exist except for a few isoclated cases.

There have been many attemps to sid Biscayne Boulevard,
but they are only temporary measures. Being highly localized,
they do not aid the overall traffiec situation. The majority of
these Improvements have been made by the Traffic and Tramsportation
Division of the City of Miawi.

Ho excavation will be needed for sauitary sewers by the
end of 1960. Under our present G. 0. Bond Program, comstruction
of sanitary sewers is nearing completion as a part of Bayshore,
Belle Meade, Shorecrest, and Federal Districts. Preceding the
sewer Districts, a sewage interceptor plpe was laid under Biscayne
Boulevard in 1556.

Storm sewers are needed over part of the road, but local
drainage seems toc be handling the present volume of rainfall. An

exception to this is a portion of the street which hag insffective




positive drainage, from W.E. 5th to N.E. 9th Street, adjacent
to the Coumercial Docks. The slightest rainfall inundates the
roadway and surrcunding property.

\ In 1958 Mercury Vapor Lamps were installed on Bigcayne
Boulavard, from 6th Street north to the City limits. In need of
an immediate improvement im lighting is Biscayne Boulevard from
N.E. 6th Street to 5.E. Znd Strect. This Lfe the only portion
of heavily traveled U.3. No. 1 lying within the City limits,
that does not have adequate lighting. When parades and specilal
eventa, such as the Orange Bowl Parade, are held in the area, it
is necessary to erect temporary supplementary lighting. Erimging
the exlsting streec lighting up to standard would eliminates the

need for these Cemporary lights.
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STREET STORY

CORAL WAY AND S.W. 3BD AVENUE
FROM S.W. 15TH ROAD [0 THE CITY LIMITS AT S.%, 37TH AVENUE

Coral Way ls a major connecting link batween Coral Gables
and the Central Business District of Miami. Ihi; important artery
has been under study for improvement {or some time by the City of
Miami. Im 1955, the City Commission adopted, im principal, an
improvement program presented by the Coral Way Association. This
program included remacadamrizing the existing trap rock surface,
widening, draning, installing sidevwalks and relocating street
light poles, In 1957, another Resclution wag adopted requesting
the Scate Road Departwment o accept Coral Way as a sscondary road
for waintenance and conscruction.

In 1953, Dade County presented a preliminary study of road
improvement needs in the County. As part of the proposed secondary
road program of 1958, they recommended that Coral Way be recon=-
structed frow Douglas Road to Hiami Avenue. Coral Way did not
?nld high enough priority to be included in thet year's program.
The reconstruccion of Coral Way was ineluded in Dade County's
propogsed $100 wlllion bond issue. The project called for complete -
reconstruction of Coral Way and 3rd Avenue on a 100 to 120-foot
right-of-way at a cost of $1,600,000, but this bond issue was never

presented to the voters.



Left-turn lanes are lacking at the major intersections.
Traffic la backed up for blocks at the intersections where left
turns are permitted. At other intersections left turns are pro-
hibited during the peak hours. Turn lanes are necessary and
were planned, but the median strip of Coral Way is occupied by
large Filscue trees and coustruction of turn lanes necessitates
the removal of several trees at each intersection. This is highly
objectionable te civie groups, garden elubs, and other public
spirited citizens who are interested in maintaining the beauty of
Coral Way. They were strongly opposed to any improvemant which
would destroy or relocate the existing trees. To pacify these
groups, yet provide greater safety, the City of Kiami provided
one test lane on Coral Way at 5.W. 32nd Avenue. This lana was
constructed uitﬁnut the removal of any treess. It is desirable
that the remaining interssctions Le given the same treatment.

The existing right-of-way om Coral Way is 100 feet and
120 feet on S.W. 3rd Avenue. No right-of-way problems will be
encountered in any widening or improvement program,

There iz sidewalk the entire length of Coral Way and
£.W. 2rd Averme, Mt much of the portion on Coral wWay is out of
grade and ramps up or down to meet sidewalk that has been con-

structed to grads, ¥#hite way lighting on Coral Way has been




. has been effected by the use of wooden pcles painted & metallic

color. They are cheaper than metal poles and make a nice ap-
pearance. However, these poles are located in [ront of the side-
walk and create a parking hazard.

Storm sewers are lacking on Coral Way and drainage pre-
sents a problem in wet weather. Local drainage structures have
been constructed at the most crictical spots, but a positive
drainage nyutiﬁ should be installed if the roadway 1s ever re-
congtructed. Sanitary sewers mow gerve the north side of Coral
Way from lith to 27th Avenues, and were constructed as a part
of Silver Crest and Parkway Sanitary Sewer Diascricts. On S5.W.
3rd Avenua from 215th to 15th Road, sewers serve both aides of
the street and ware constructed as a part of Holleman District
of our G. 0. BEond Program. The remainder of S5.W. 3rd Avenues will
not have sewers constructed under this bond progrem, but should
be completed under the next G. 0. Bond Program. Om Coral Way
from 27th to 37th Avenuas, sewers will nct be constructed until
at least seven years from now. 3 .

There is neo curb nor gutter for a great diltlﬁcl on
Coral Way and 5.W. Jrd Avenue, but any improvement project should
include rebuilding the street to grade, constructing curb and

gutter, and installing sidewalk to grade its eatire length. The




The exigting light poles should be relocated behind the curb linllnn
remove the parking obstruction. B8.W. 3rd Avenue itself has two
30-foot pavements separated by a 22-foot center perkway and lined
by twe 15-foot side parkways. There is sufficlent right-of-way
to rebuild the street without remeving any trees from the wmedian
pariway.

The trees and parkways on Coral Way are maintained by
Dade County. In the last ten years, Coral Way has developed rapidly,
and presently is lined by mmercus professional businesses. From
8.W. 32nd to 37th Aveunues it has becowe & shopping center. This
street is not only an artery, but is becoming a traffic generator
itself because of the coumercilal establisiments which now abut it.
S.¥W. 3rd Avenue is lined by mootly sulti-unit dwellings and a
few professicnal businesses.

The City of Miami f£elt that Dade County should improve
the gtreet gnd requested tnat it be done. Alec requested was the
construction of additional tuwrn lanes according to our plen. The
County resurfaced Coral %ay in March, 1961 but did not build any
turn lanes. The City is building lefc-turn lanes at 17th, 22nd

and 27th Avenues.



8 STORY

SOUTH DIXIE HIGHWAY, BRICKELL AVENUE AND FEDERAL WIGHWAY

In 1957, the State Road Department completed reconstruction

of South Dixie Highway (3.R.#5) from 5.W. 32nd Reoad to the City
limits at 5.V. 38th Avenue. It was rebuilt as llﬁ-llne divided
highway with divided 30-foot asphaltic concrete pavementa, a
wedlan strip, and sidewalks where needed. It was built parallel
and adjacent te the Florida East Coast Railway right-of-way the
entire distance in the City limits. Prior to this, Dixie Highway
wag a nirrow Z-lane pea rock road in poor condition.

At 5.W, 34nd Foad, the continuation of Dixie Highway is
known ag Federal Highway, and extends to S.W. 26th Road. This
was bullt in 1934 by the State Road Departuent and was constructed
out of Portland cement concrete and a wedian strip separating two
25"'-foot pavements, without curb or gutter. At S.W. 26th Road,
Brickell Avenue begins and continues to the 3.E. 2nd Avenue
Eridge acrose the Miami River, just north of 5.E. 5th Street,
Also constructed in 1934 by the State Road De partmeat, Brickell
Avenue Is known for {ts beauty, as it was cut through a portion
of Miami that was once a hewmock., It teo was constructed with
dual 25"'-foot Fortland ceuzent concrete ravements divided by a

landscapad wedian strip, and has curb and Butter.
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Recently the State Road Department completed construction
of several turn-lanes on Brickell Avenue, located from S§.E. 6th
Street to S.E. 15th Road. Left and right-turn lanes and additional
pavement were constructed cthe entire distance tuv facilitate traffie
movement. The addition of turn and bypags laneg near the downtown
areca has greatly alded the Flow of traffic and has enabled vehicles
to have easier access to downtown Miami.

At 5.E. 8th Street, Brickell Avenue iz a connector betwaen
S.r. #5 (U.5. 1), and S5.R. #90 (U.S. 41), known as the Tamiami
Trail. Dixle Highway is in the State Primary System and eligible
for Federal aid., It is maintained solely by the State Foad De-
parcaent.

The present bascule bridge on Brickell Avenue ovar tha
Miami River is waintained by the State Road Department. It i{s in
excellent condition and of sufficient width to accommodate four
lanes of traffic. Encugh vertical clearance is provided above
the River to eliminate needless openings for smaller river boats.

In this section Brickell Avenue goes through one of
the oldest developed secticns of Miami; its right-of-way donated
by Mary Brickell, one of Mlami's early settlers. The road is
scenic and abuts an area of stately homes and proposed multi-
storied apartment buildings. Brickell Avenue itself is the sire

of many professional offiee bulldings; also wotels and other
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egtablisimencs cutnriﬁ; to tourist trade. It is highly congested,

but some relief will be given upon completion of the Nerth=-South
Expreasway.

Cn weekends, S5.E. 26th Road, the western terminus of
Rickenbacker Causeway, is one of the most congested spots in
Dade County. The intersection of Miami Avenue, Federal Highway
and 3ouch Bayshore Drive is also a danger spot. Some relief was
given in construction by the City of left-turn lanes on Federal
Highway, one on each side of the intersection. 1t was necessary
to t;rvu one of these lanes out of rock which underlies Federal
Highway 2t this point.

AL 5.W. 3dnd Road, the proposed North-South Fxpressway
will terminate and Dixie Hdighway will be a feeder for the Express-
way. HNorthbound traffic will have accesz to tha Exprasgway from
Dixie Highway. Here, the Expressway will come tu grade, neces-
sitating modification and rechannelization of Dixle Highway in
this area.

From 5.W. 32nd Road to the City limits at S.W. 38th
Avenue, Dixle llighway 1ls abutced on the north by the Florida East
Coast right-of-way. On the south, there are a few homes but Dixie
Highway becores coumercial at major intersections. The highway

was originally constructed to carry two moving lanes of traffic
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in each direction, with one parking lane on each side. The City
of Miemi was planning te cut back several of the traffic separator
islands on Dixie Highway with the intent of providing three moving
lanes of traffie in each direction, based on the elimination of
parking. However, Dade County has indicated that it will make

tha necessary wmodifications.

Recently, the City of Miami installed an electronic
control gystem for traffic lights. This system ig in operation
and 1s satisfactorily moving vehicles from South Miami Avenue to
the City limits. It is a system in which the waster controls are
located in the Traffic Engineering Building at Dinner Eey.

The proposed Dixie Expressway will connect to the North-
South Expressway at 3ind Road and will utllize part of the present
Dixie Fighwav &l1 the way to the Palmetto Bypass at 5.W. 7ith
Avenue. The Florida East Coest right-of-way will separatethe
northbound lane of the Dixie Expressway from the aquthbumd 1lun
The southbound lane of Dixie Highway will te used as the nortchbound
lane of the Dixie Expressway and the northbound lasue of Dixie High-
way will be used for a gservice road, as designated in the Wilbur
Smith Expressway Plans. This 1s far in the future, buc the
North-South Expressway is & reality acd will be under construction

by late 1960,
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When the State Road Department constructed Dixie Highway

a positive drainage system was constructed its entire length. No
sanltary sewers were constructed at the time by the Cicy, as in
other State Road Depariment projects. Also, no sanitary sewers
exist om Brickell Avenue south of 15th Road. Sanitary sewers !Inr
this area will be comstructed under future G.0. Bond programs ;nd
will not be a reality before 1962 at the earliest. Whitewy lighting
wad Installed by the City of Miami at the time of conatruction of
South Dixie Higihway and was continued on Federal Highway and
Brickell Avenue. Within the City limits, thereis complete high
incensity liehting on 1.S5. ¥o. 1 south of the Miami River.

The proposed Nerth-Scuth Expressway is cxpected to
relieve Brickell Avenue of many valiicles but is also expected to
add much craffic to South Dixie Highway, which will become a
feeder for the Fxpressway. Fresently, Dixle Highway carries many ;
coomuters whoe live in the suburbg of scuthern Dade County and work
in the Centcral Businesgs District. Morning and evening traffie
flow has reached the seturatlion point and justifies the proposed

three lanes in each direction. -
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STREET STORY
FLAGLER I FROM B YNE TLEVA

TO WEST CITY LIMITS AT 7<ND AVENUE

Flagler Street is nawed after the man most responsible
for the early development of South Florida, Henry M. Flagler. It
has long been a primary east-west thoroughfare. Known originally
as l2th Street, it received its present name in 1918 when it be=
 cama & coordinate im our grid system of streets. From Riscayne
Boulevard on the east tc the Temiami Canal on the west, Flagler
Street divides the City into north and south geographic sections.

ALt tha end of Flagler street in Bayfront Park is the
Hiami Public Library. From here tc the Miaml River, Flagler is
a focal point of most of the traffic entering the dowmtown area
from the western section of the town. Traffic in these Few
blocks is restricted to eagtbound vehicles only., There have been
many propossls by govermmwent agencles, civic groups, and trade
egsociations to rejuvenate Flagler Street, which i{s the core of
the Central Business District, Removal or reversal of traffic,
congtruction of ﬂnll:, elevated walkways, woving sidewslks, and
other sluilar futuristic plans have been offered, but mothing
concrete aams developed. The most recent plans include the wodern-
ization of Flagler Street as part of the entire Central Business

District rehabilitation.




Private parking hag been banned sast of the rallway
tracks, bur there is still & large awount of traffic congestion
during peak hours. High intensity wercury vapor lamps were in-
stalled from Biscayne Boulevard te N.W. lst Avenue to give some
eid to the businesses and werchants on Flagler 3treet who are
finding increasing competitlion frow outlying suburban shopping
centers. The right-of-way east of the River is 70 feet, and
gince this is a high value busliness district with mulci-story
buildings, it would mot be practical to consider widening because
nf the astronomical costs of right-of-way. The existing pavemsnt
1s good asphaltic concrete 57 feet in width, but this is belng
continually opened and patched in comstruction and maintenance of
underground utilities and structures.

The City of Mismi owns several parcels of land on Flagler
Street. One parcel was the site of the old Miami Police Statiom
which was torn down and replaced by a parking lot. Adjacent to
this lot is the Central Fire Station of the Mismi Fire Divisiom,
Recently there have been plans for 2 new County-City building to
be located on Flagler Street on thase tracts of land., The Fire
Station ig to be relocated.

One bottleneck on Flagler Street {s the Florida East
Coast Rallwakx. With the coming Expressway Systems and the reloca-

tion of the Florida East Coast terminal, it is hoped that some




of the tracks can be removed. West of the rallways tracks to

the River, Flagler Street ls taking on a askid=row appearance.

The present bascule bridge, spanning the Miami River at
Flagler Street is so old, im such poor condition, and so frequemntly
in disrepair, that its replacement is a necessgity. Ite 1l0-foot
vertical clearance over the Miami River causes mumerous openings
for even the smallest boats, delaylng traffic for long periods
of time. When the Nurth-South Expressway is constructed, an
elevated bridge will be built to carry traffic over the E:prum:;r and
over the Miswml River. The proposed Eiver bridge will be a bascule,
whicih will provide 3l teet of clearance over water, minimizing the
fxequency cf bridge openings. The bridge was included as an item
on the Hetropolltan Dade County Bond Program, appﬁ.ﬂd in May,
1960. The Federal Govermment will probably finance the portion
of the approaches that cves: - the North-South Expressway.

West of the bridge, traffic is accosmmodated in both
directions to the limit of the roadway's capacity, about fﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂ
vahicles par day. One plan to increase its capacity 1s to pair
it with S.¥. lst Screet, making & one-way couplet between Biscawne
Boulevard and Wegt 29th Avenue. Beyond that point, traffic would
be two=-way on West Flagler Street. This pair might be qualiiied

for inclusion in & State Road Departmuent secondary system.




The existing right-of-way varies to a conglderable extent.
A maximum of 90 feet is provided between West 7th and West 12th
Avenues., Zoning has vestricted construction for a mmber of
vears in hopes of providiang 90 feet between 7th Avenue and the

" Miami ﬁiver. Still, there are a ounber orf commercial buildings
which encroach within the S0-foot zomed line. Thie makes acquisi-
tion of additlonal right-of-way expensive. Little would be gained.
by increasing the width beyond a proposed 70-foot standard. Four
driving lanes and two parking lanes are provided when a street is
built on a 70=-foot basis.

There is a serious alignment problem at the intersection
of Vest 17th Avenue where there is a 170-fcot offset betwaen the
centar line of Tlagler Street east of and west of 17th Avenue,
While it takes vehicles somewhat less than a full 90° turn in
order to negotiate the intersectlon, the curves are so sharp that
the flow of traffic is reduced in speed considerably in order to

traversa the intersection safely. This intersgection has been the

gcene Oof mmerous sfldeswlpe accidents, although our Traffic Engineer-

ing Division has tried to use the existing facilities to the best
advantage. Suftficieat land should be acquired to permit a curva-
ture which does uot greatly decrsaee the speed of vehicles travel-
ing con Flagler Street.

This may be accomplished by acquiring a large commercial




bullding in the northwest corner of the Intersection and demolish-
ing i{t, Thea City of Miaml had intenticus of putting this plan inte
effect, Prelizminary realigmment and geowmetric designs were plotted.
The necessary property was valued at $140,000 by a cowpetent outside
appraiser. On February 3, 1960 the City Commission decided that
improvement of this Intersection was too costly and should be
undertaken by Metropolitan Dade County or the State Road Department,
since it is for County=wide benefit. Therefore, the Resolution

for the purchase of the property falled to paes.

West of 22nd Avenue, the existing asphaltic concrete
pavemant is narrow; parking lanes in general are not paved; and
lictle curbing iz in place. This portion was resurfaced about
ten yvears ago, the base being apparently in good condition at that
time. In che event that the existing grade and section prove to
be sufficiently close to the proper grade, a reconstruction preject
would be reduced to widening the existing pavement and constructing
gldewalk and curbs where necessary. FEast of 27th Auunun; Flagler
Street is moatly commercial.

West of 27th Avenue, Flagler Street ls lined by multi-unic
residences, spartmente, and wotels. The Dade County Auditoriums
occuples a large tract of land at 29th Avenue and West Flagler
Street. The pavement lu this section is In fair conditiom, but

there have beaen drainage problems which the Department of Public



has attempted to correct by using local drainage structures.
Except for a few blocks west of 42ud Avenue (LeJeune
Road) , where the right-of-way width is 50 feet, the necessary 70
feer are available the length of the street. The pavement west
of LeJeune Road is constratly being repaired. The unpaved areas
bBetween Che edge of the roadway and the sidewalk are a source
of mueh complaint to the City by the adjacent property owners.

A dust problem has been created and the owners are demanding
relief.

Between 5.W. 69th and 7lst Avenues, Flagler Streect is
crogeed by the Seabeoard Alr Line Railway and the Florida Easc
Coast Railway. The Citvy of Miami recently constructed asphaltic
concrete sidewalks across the Railway right-of-way. These were
the only gaps in tie exieting sidewalk in this segment of Flagler
Street and were constructed asa safety aeasure at the request
of citizens in the westerm sactioms of town.

The Falmetto Expressway outslde the Cicy limicts at 77th
Averue will affect Flagler Street at its western extremity, in the
vieinicy of 7lnd Avenue (Milam Dairy Road). There is no due west
crossing of the Tamiaml Canal heare to give direct access to the
Expressway. This intersection is expected to become heavily

traveled with the opening of the Expressway. A new plan is under

6=6



study for chamelization of the intersection to relieve an entis
cipated influx of wehicles using the Expressway via Flagler
Streat.

There is a 3,000-fcot gap between the end of West
Flagler Street at the Tamiami Canal and the Palmetto Expressway
at 77th Avenue. Undoubtedly this vold will be filled some day
by Dade County, but the only knowm plane for connecting Flagler
to the Palwetto Expressway are by the East-West Expressway.

The Fast-West FExpressway will run from the Falmetto Interchange
to a junction with West Flagler Street just east of the Tamiami
Canal. The East-West Expressway will then veer northeast and
parallel cthe Tamiami{ Canal.

The City of Miemi Sanitary Scwer System has been planned
to serve areas on West Flagler Street ss far west as 72nd Avenue.
The first part of thies plan is the extension of the collecting
system, A trunk line is planned from l4th to 3%9th Avenues, and
an interceptor is to be laid frow 39th to 72nd Averues. To avoid
excavation of a newly rebuilt street in the future, these sewage
collection systems siwuld be ingtalled prior re, or be included
in any rebuilding program. Flagler Street, from 27th Avenue west
is included in an area that will be one of the last portioms of

the City to be sewered,




Storm drainage is provided for this street as far as
17th Avenue, most of which can be adapted to any proposed recon-
struction. Drainage.fncilitinl will have to be provided for the
revaloing distance, except for the intersections at West 27th
Avenue and West 42nd Avenue, where recent State comstruction has
provided positive storm drainage.

Street lighting west of West lst Avenue should be improved
the entire length of Flagler Street. High-intensity commercial
lighting should be used in Business Districts end mixed areas, and
leager intensity lighting should be used in strictly residential
arcas,

Flagler Street counects three State Roads, Biscayne
Boulevard, (SR No. 53); 27th Avenue (S5.R. No. 9); and 57th Avenue
(S.R. ¥>. B819), Even if it were not paired with §5.W. lst Street,
it is eligible for State aid. Rebullding of Flagler Street is of
a scope that the City should nmot attempt unless cthe adjacent

property owners are willing to accept a high apsessment.
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STREET STORY
GRAND AVEHRUE

Grand Avenue is a Coconut Grove buginess sireet thac
goes tihwough both the Negro and White discricts of Cocomut Grove
and is in need of improvement. From the west City limit line at
Booker Street to $.V. 3Ind Avenue (McDouald Street), Grand Avenue
19 the major businsss street of the Cocomut Grove Negro ni-triu:ti
The pea rock pavement is too narrow, the sidewalks are in bad
condition, and do not exist in many locations, causing pedestrian
hazarvds. Right-of-wey for widening is required in some locations
and the drainage 1s pocr.

The portion of roadway between S.W. 32nd Avenue and
Matilda Street in the white business area has better drainage and
pedestrian facilities, but the pavement is also too uarrow and
in poor condition., [t has 2 trap rock type surface which becomes
extremely slippery when wet.

From Matilda Street to Mary Street, again the sidewalks,
drainsge, and pavement are inadequate. This creates a problem,
especlally since this is the focal point of 'ch-n Buesiness District
and such poor conditioms greatly hamper the shopper's afforcs.

Grand Avenue should be rebuilt from the west City limits

to Mary Street, and thence down Mary Street to South Bayshore



Drive. It should have full width pavement, curb, gutter, sidewalks,
drainage, and street lighting. Considering the right-of-way prob-
lems, ic iz more practical to do the portion between Douglas Streec
and Matilda Street firat.

The engineering problemg in the constructionm of Grand
Avenue are not complicated.

The Coconut Grove Chamber of Commerce has a plan to rejuv-
enate the Grove business area, but thie does not include the Megro
saction, Because of this plaun, appropriate limits for improving -
Grand Avenue might be from Douglas Road to #dacilda Street. It may
be pessible at & later date to continue improvements on Grand
Avenue frow Douglas Street west te the Coral Gables City limits
and thus influence Coral Gables to continue the improvement to Dixie
Highuay.

Grand Avenue is presently zoned 70 feet, 35 feet symmatrieal
about the center line. A new Ordinance has increased the total
width of the zoned street to 78 feet between Mary and Matilda
Streats. This was done to pravent further encroachment on the
north side of the street just west of Virginia Street. Certain
buiidings on the south side of the street presently eamcroach into
the existing zoned street right-of-way from three to twenty feet.

Early in 1959 the businessumen, residents and Ctaxpayers

petitioned the City Commissiom to install sidewalks along the




business area of Grand Avenue, &nd aleo along Douglas Road in this
puch used commercial sectiom cf Coconut Grove. This area 1s a
business sectioa of long standing. The request also nad the ap-
proval of the Cocomut Grove Civic Assoclation and the Cocomut Grove
Clearance Association through the laadership of icec individual
civic Affairs Cowmictees. The lack cf sidewalk and other street
improvements csuses pecple using this area many unnecessary incon-
veniences andhardships, including haphazard parking of automobiles,
hazards of irregular drainage, and lack of uniformity of safety
lanes available for pedestrian and vehicular traffie.

on or ghbout March &, 1959, the Director of the Department
of Engineering authorized the Right-of-vay Seecticn to secure cer-
tain parcels of land for right-of-way purposes on & voluntary bagis.
Thie was the second acttempt by the Right-ci-Way Section to secure
voluntary dedications of lend. Although some Jdedications were ob=
tained, for the most part the venture proved to be ununtlﬁfnctnrr‘
A further study was undertaken to find the most suitable method
for obtaining added right-of-way and &s & result of that study, on
August 18, 1959 the sum of §45,090 was set aside with che approval
of the City Manager and the Director of Finance, based on profes=
sional apprailssls. Some purchases of the land have been consumns ted

using §11.890. There Is still more right-of-uay to be acquired,



and it is now proposed to inerease the scope of the work, and
acquire all the necessary right-of-way on the morth and south
sides of Grand Avenue on a zoned street width of 70 feet, except
the ares between Matilda end Mary Streets, which has been rezonad
to 78 feet. The estinmatad right-of-way cost from Douglas Road to
Matilda Street 1s 5170,000, and of the entire length approximately
5200 ,000.

It has been proposed that the street be completely re-
built on a 70-foot basis including sidewalk, curb and gutter,
new pavement, drainage, white-way ligliting and other improvenents
needed, A seepage dlich 4§ feet wide coustructed on the center
Line, covered by & concrete slab, would be utilized for drainage.
The zidewalk, curb and gutter, pavement, catch basin and laterals
te the edge would be assessed. The seepage tremch would be con-
‘structed using scorm sewer G.(0. Bond money and would not be
assessed.

Many obstacles may be anticipated in the accomplisiment
of this project.

The propesed $18 cor $19 assessable front foot cost would
probably be a large stvmbling block. During a meeting with the
property owners on H-4155, it was the feeling of many property

owners that it wes desirable toc develop Grand Avenue from Che
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City limits to Mary Street and then to Bayshore Drive.
Mot included in all the estimated Eusta, are sanitary
sewers, becAuse ne sewers will be available te this Sectiom of :
Misni before 1971. At that time, they will probably be constructed
as strip sewers on either side of the pavewment, beneath the side-

walks, and will not necessitate opening the pavement at that time.
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STREET STORY

MIAMI AVENUE
FROM SOUTH L1TH STREET TO
THZ CITY LIMITS AT NOKTH /9TH STREET

North Miami Avenue is proposed as one of the priaecipal
routes between the Central Business District and the municipalities
in North Dade County. 1t is planned as & primary link commecting
the several east-west feeder streects for the Expressway System,
and will provide an artery for the movement of strictly local
traffic within and between the areas adjacent to these feeders
in conjunccion with N.E. 2nd Avenue or N.¥W. 2Znd Avenue. It will
provide a priuary route to downtowa Miami Lrom the central AYAAS
of E1 Portal and Norti Miami, supplementing Riscayne Boulevard
(State Koad 5) and the Expressway.

Hiami Avenue 1s one of our poorest arterial streets.

It is highly congested, the pavement north of N.W. 36th Streat
is substandard, the width insufficienc, and drainage inadequate.
The antiquated bridge over the Mlami River has been a source of
traffic delay For years.

Bagimming at the intersection of Federal Highway, South
Bayshore Drive and 3.W. 26ch Road, Mlami Avenue traverses the
entire morth-south length of Miami to the north Clty limits ac

North 79th Street. This thoroughfare divides the City inco the

P




east and the west quadrants of its grid street system. The segment
from Federal Highway Lo S.W. 15th Road is built on & 120-foot right-
of-way which includes divided 25-Fcot pavewents aund landscaped
center parkways. There is sidewalk, curb, gutier, and positive
storw dralnage throughlout this Royal Peinciana lined street. It

is known for its beauty as it goes through a section of high-priced
howes. Future use of Miawi Avenue in this section way decrease
upon completion of the North-South Expressway wnich will run
parallel to it.

The right-of-way narrows at S5.W. 15th Road; Miami Avenue
actually begine as a thruugh artery at South llth Street. Here
c.W. 3rd Avenue traffic feeds onto Miamli ‘venue toward the down-
gown area. The stretch hetween Scuth llth and Scuth 8th Streete
15 popular for professional buildimgs. The Clty of Miami Fire
station Mo. 4 i located on the wast side of Miami Avenue at
south 10th Street. From Souch Bth Street to the Miaml River older
bugsiness establislmencs and dwellings are located on cthis street.
Traffiic is restricted co one-way northbound movenent between
thesa pnln.r.s.

The conditicn of Miawi Avenue in this segment is good.

The pavement ls good asphaltle concrete and there is sidewalk,
eurb, gutter, storm and sanitary sewers within the 30-foot right-

of-way. Although it should be sidened, it seems unlikely that any




great expendifure of funds will be used to iwmprove Mlami Avenue
gouth of the River because of the Expressway.

outmoded Mlaml Avenue Bridge should be replaced. The
cost 1s estimsted at approximately $3,600,000. The present
bascule bridge is over 40 years old, and has a vertical clearance
of only 12 feet. This causes wany delays because passage of the
anallest of boats necessitates opening the bridge. 1t has heen
suggested that a wodern bascule bridge with a 30=foot clearance
be constructed. & variety of financing plans have been set
forth, buct mons have proven acceptable. A question has also
arisen &8s to who should assure the responsibility of constructing
a new bridge. Since this is & mwetropelitan problem and subjecl
tc debate, there is no iumediate prospect of replacing the ancient
span.

Morth of the Miami River at the beginning of the Central
Business District, the dewntown interchange of the North-3outh
Expressway will be elevated in this secticn and cross Hiaml Avenue
on a land bridge. Final location and design of the interchange
have not been decided upon, but Mismi Avenue will probably pass
under all the approach ramps.

From the proposed Expressway north te lith Street im-

provement of Misml Avenus by widening is unlikely because of the




prohibitive right-of-way costs. Presently, this section of
Mlani Avenue is built on a 60-foor right-cf-way and many
buildings encroach upon this line. The future of Miami_ Avenue
in the Central Business District ie dependent upon the Magic
Cicy Plan and other ideas to rejuvenate dowantown Miawi. It is
one street that definitely needs aid.

North of R.W. l4th 3freec, Miawi Ayenue should be developad
te its present zoded width of 70 feet. The existing right-of-way
vtrien from 35 to 70 feetr, wost of which is 60 feet or under. From
N.W. 1l4th Street north to N.W. 36th Street (3.R. 253) Miami has good
asphaltic concrete pavement, sidewallk, curb and gutter. At N.W..
lth Street there 1s & severe Jog In the center lines of thao
pavement, &nd from this point norcth, it g2 too narrow to 'niudlu
the arterial traffic volume. There is no poeitive stora drainage
sydtem north of approximately 23rd Straet.

The Cicy of Miawi owns Fire Station Mo. 2 at lé4th Street
and the City Cemetery and Biscayne Fark which abut Miami Avenue
between N.E. l7th Terrace and N.R. 19th Street. Om the west side
are large gas producing plants of the Uouston Gas Corporation
and othar industrics.

At North 1%th Street, the Florida East Coast Railway
tracks cut diagonally across Miami Avenue, causing traffic delays

when trains are passing over the many sets of tracks.
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Businesses of all types line Miami Avenue on cthe west
side up to N.wW. 36th Street and on the east side up to N.W.
29th Street. The tract of land between Morth 29th and 36th
Streets along Miami Avenue is the tentative locaction of the
Florida Fast Coast Rallway Yards which eventually will be the
site of its relocated passenger statlon. Presently this is
used as malntanance yards, but the new terminal will act as
a traffic generator for the whole strest.

North of 36th Street, tiami Avenue pavement deteri-
orates rapidly, having several types of pavement, such as
sand and oll, trap rock, patches of asphalt and pea rock.
Tiere are many jogs in ics aligrment and the pavement is much
too narrow to accommodate the traffic pnow using it. At Morth
38th Street the elevated comnecticn between the Julia Tuttle
Causeway and the 36th Street Interchange crosses Miami Avenue.
The State Road Department will lmprove Miami Avenue within its
own right-of-way but the remainder of the street is definitely
in need of reconstruction. g

Prom W.W. 3oth Street to Horth 54th Streec, the path _
of Mlawl Avenue [s straipght but narrow and ihe pavenent here
is only 24 fest wide. Although there is some sidewallk, right-

cf-way problems have csused many spots to remaln without side-

walk. At North 54th Street, the second major jog in Miami
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oCCurs. .ﬁt.ﬂtﬂ.‘th 59th Street there 1is another small jog,

and the North élnd 3ireat intersection hds the largest off-

set in aligmment. The City of Miami has acquired land here.

The curvature was smoothed cut and the intersection channel-
ized to aid the flow of traffic, At North 64th, North 71st,
Horth 75th and 79th Streets aligmment also leaves much to

be desired. This entire section of Miami Avenue, with the
exception of the intersections, is residential and lined by
homes, The Miemi City limits line colocldes with the east
right=of-way line of Miami Avenue from 79th Street to the
Little Fiver Canal at North 84th Street. Near North 72Znd St:;al:
the Florida East Coast Railway tracks present a prﬁhlm alcthough
the crogalng le sigmalized.

The pavement on Miami Avenue is deplorable in the
whole segment north of 62Znd Street, and inmediate aid is
necessary. The State Road Department has plans to remedy
some of the problemsg of Miaml Avenue by reconstructing it
on a J0-fcot basis from North 79th Sireet toc North 9lst
Street. It is included in the 1960-61 State Road Departument
Secondary Budget at an estimated cost of 5375,000. Recon-
stxuctlion of Miaml Avenue along with N.E. 52nd Street will
be joined as one Job in order to combine storu dralnage.

However, this segment of Miami Avenue, for all practical
purpoaes, lies outside the City limits.
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There have been other proposals to include Hiawi
Avemue from 36th Street in the State Secondary System, but
through the years nothing hags materialized. Future develop-
ment of Miami Avenue will probably be by Dade County of the
State Road Deapartwent, It is unlikely that Miami Avenue
wili be developed from Scuth 1lth Street through the Central
Buginess District to where it jogs at North l4th Street be-
cause of prohibitive right-of-way costs. Dade County had
included rebuilding Miami Avenue from 14th to 54th Streets
in its proposed 5100,000,000 Pond Igssue. The estimated coat
for recongtruction on a 110-foot right-of-way wag 53,500,000
but the Program was never presentad to the voters. AL
present Dade County Le cbtaining the necessary right-of-way
for the propoged State Road Department rebuilding, north of
/9th Streec. At various tlmes, other proposals have been
made to rebulld lilami Avenue in the City ilimlis from >4cth
te 79th Streets and from 3I6th to 54th Streets.

Right=of-Way Section of the Depsrtwent of Emgineer-
ing has acquired righc-of-way by voluntary dedication along
the entire length of Miami Avenue, but thare are many plrcei:
which still need to be acquired by dedicacion ﬂr.purchiue,
The cost of improving Miami Avenue should be paid for out

of gasoline taxes.
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Storm dreinage facilities should Eﬁ constructed
throughout as an integral part of any rebuilding projsct.
Sanitary sewers are now being constructed under Miami
Avenue as part of Oaskland and Buena Districts of our pres-
ent G.0. Bond Program. From 62nd to 79th Streets the need
for sewers remaing and construction in this area will be
under the next G.0. Buad Issue. Street lighting is net up
to arterial stendards and any future development should
&lso provide adequate white-way lightiog on Miami Avenue.

Ome highly controvergial plan has been set forth
to pair Miami Aveave with either N.E. 2nd Avernua or N.W.
ind Avenue as a one-way pelr with southbound traffic using
Miami Avenue. Reversing or ellminating trafiic on streetas
often incurs the wrath of property owners and merchants
wno fear sconomic loss. There would be opposition te chis

plan frow property cwners on the affecced sireets.



STORY

S.¥. 15T STRECT
FROM BISCAYNE BOULEVARD TO S.W. Z3TH AVENUE

To facilitate the movement of traffic to and Lfom
the dowantown area, it haa been proposed to reconstruect 5.W.
1st Street cn & 70-foot right-cof-way from §.W. 2ud Avenue
to S.w. 29ch Avenue., After che street has been improved,
there is a possibility that it will be palired with Hest
Flagler Street as a one-way pair. If that should happem,
the traffic pattern will be east on lst Street and west
on Flagler Street to 3.W. 29th Avenue, where two-way traf-
fic would begin on Flagler Strect. z

To actempt to obtain a 70-foot wide right-of-way
in the downtown area would not appear feasible at the pres- '
ent time, Mo right-of-way is needed from Biscayne Boulevard
to 5.E. 20d Avepue. The existing right-of-way in this segment
is 70=-foot wide, constructed with 45 feat of asphaltic con-
crate pavement, sidewalk, curb and gutter. This will accom-
modate four traffic lanes if parkiog is eliminated. Between
5.W. 2nd Avenue and S.W. 3rd Avenue (although presently zoned

for a width of 75 Eeat), there is actually only 50 feet of

right-of-way available, as a mmwber of multi-stery bufldings



encroach. If the sidewalk width is decreased and the pave-
mant is increassed to 40 feet, it will permit four woving
lanes of traffic. _
Between 5.W. ind and 3rd Avenucs, the Cicy of Miami A
recently completed a widening project on the nmorth side whieh
added 14 feet to the original pavement width. It also pro=-
vided better aligmment for the eastern approach to the 5.W.
lst Street Bridge. In this area, the Horth-South Expressway
would probably pass under 5.W. lst Street, perheps neces-
sitating the rebullding of tha bridge ramp and its approaches.
The present Bridge, crossing the Hiami Kiver om S.W. lst
Streat, accommodates [our lancs of traffic, is in good condi-
ticn, and has a vertical clearance of 10 feet. Thare are
Fewer opeanings of this bridge for beats than many ;I;hu bridges.
Westward from S5.W. 5th Avenus where the west Bridge
approach terminates, present zoning rqaulnéiun: provide for
70 feet te S.W. 17th Avanue. The street ig built on a 50-foot
right-of-way at the present time, but obtaining the full 70
feet ig relatively small problem as there are but five build-
ings which encroach. There ia sidewalk in this section, with

the exception of cne small lot around llth Avenue. The pave-

ment originallvy had a trap rock surface whicn becomes slippery
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when wet. It was in good condition with nc base falluras,
but as a safety measure the City resurfaced it with asphaltic
concrete pavement in 1952, Adjacent property owners were not
&sscssed. The present pavementc width im this seetion ig 40
feet, plus sidewalk, curb, and gutter,

From 5.%W. 17th Avenue to 5.9. 22nd Avenue Road
{(Beacon Bouleverd) there iz 85=foot of right-of-way existing.
It presentiy has Ji~fcot sand and cil pavement, sidewallk,
curb, and gutter in tiils length. Should this pavement be
resurfaced with asphaltic concrete, the adjacent property
owners would have an extremely high assessmant because of
the wlu'.lth of the street. For tbe next block te S.W. 24cth
Avenue, the right-of-way is but o6U feet. However, the set-
back is sufficient so that the desired VU feet wmay be
readily obtained. Except for the block between 8.W. 24th
Avenue and 5.W. I5th Avenue, which is 70 feet wide and Ls
abutted by Miami Senlor High Sciool and Columbia rFark, the
renaining right-of-way is 50 foot wida. Here coo, setback
is safficient to permit obtaining 70 feet withcut disturbing
axisting structures. If jJunctlon with West Flagler Street
at 29th Aveunue is to avoid a gharp 90° turns, some land

should be acquired for that purpose.

9«3



There are two aligmment problems on lst Street. . There
is a minor one at 5.W. 25th Avenue where a 25-foot cffsat ¢¢:
curs between the center lines of lat Street. A much bigger
problem 1; at the intersection of 5.W, lat Street with tha
diagenal streec, S.W. 22nd Avenue Road (Beacom Roulevard),
where there is a 125-foot offset. An easy curve may be ob-
tained by acquiring two t(riangular-shaped parcels of land;
neither of which is presently built upon.

From Biscayne Boulsvard to $.W. 7th Avenua, S.W.
lst Street is almosc entirely commerclal in character. For
the next tenm blocks to 5.%W. 1l7th Avenue, the land is mixed
residential and commevcial. This stretch of 5.W. lst Street
has becane popular for the lecation of insuramce offices.
From l/th Avenua to Z3ird Averue there 13 multiple-fandly
residential and scme commercial development. The remainder
is predominantly residential except at the intersection of
S.W. 27th Avenue.

Wwest of 17th Avenue, there is evidence of bage
failure in the existing sand and c¢il pavement and complete
rebullding would be necessary.

Sanitary Sewers bave been instelled as far as Z2nd
Avenus. Beyond that limit, they should be planned and Beilt

in advance of the street reconstruction te avoid eny disturbance
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at a future time. That portion is mot scheduled to be
gewered under our present G.0. Rond Program.’

In the downtown erea east of the River, existing
storm sewers appear adequata. West of the Brildge, there ig
@ limited storm drainage system to 17th Avenue. For good
drainage, this will have to be supplemented with additional
facilities, and west of 3.W. 17th Avenue, an entirely new
system will be reguired,

The Street Lighting Systew should be modernized
throughout with high lotenaity lighting ia the dnwntnuﬂ

area, end lower intensicty in the cutlying atretches.



STREET STORY
N.E. 2KD AVENUE
-

N.E. Znd Avenue is a major north-scuth arcerial street
connectliag the ouniclpalities of North Miami, Miami Shores,
and E1l Portal to the Little River and Central Buziness Dis-
tricts of Miami, which eould qualify it for State FPrimary
Funds and Federal Ald Funds. It had once been proposed as a
supplement te Blscayne Boulevard as State Road 5-A, but em-
phasis haz heen shifted to N.E. 4th Court and the Expressway
Syaﬁm. Although the sepment from the Misami River to M.E.
36th 3treet is degignared S.R. B15, it presently is City-
madintained..

Fresently, the section of N.F. ?nd Avenue Ffrom the
Central Business District to H.E. 36th Street has good
asphaltic concrete pavemeni, sidewalk, curb and gutter, posi-
tive drainage and sanitary sewers. But it is too narrow to
develop its Full value. Four moving lanes of trafliic can
be accommodated on 1ics minimm 36-foot surface, cn an axist-
ing right-cf-way which varies from 50 to 70 feet. WN.E. Ind
Avenue is a buginess street, north te N.E. 36th Streect.
Additionai widening would result in enormous right-of-way costs.

The alignment assumes a direct route from the Central Business
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District nmorth to W.E. 34th Street. At N.E. 34th Street,

the center line veers northeasterly to N.E. 36th Street.
Business of all types, offilce buildings and other commercisl
interests are loceted on Ind Avenue. The City Cemetery and
Biscayne Fark, site of High Fressure Pump Station #2, are
located between N.E. 17th and 19th Streets. y

The Florida East Coast Railwey Maintenance Yards
are located adjacent to Y.E. 2Znd Avenus between lﬂtﬂ and
36th Streets and extend as far weat as Miami Avenue. The
irregular boundary of the Railwavy causes the jog in the
alignment of Ind Avenue in this area. This tract of land
iz the proposed site of the relocated Florida East Coast
Railway Passenger Terwinal. This terminal will undoubtedly
generate additicnal craific and cause further congeation.

Just recently the City of Miami added zix feeat to
the pavement from 34th to 36th Sctreets, providing 36 feet of
surface, which allows a winimm of four lanes of rraffic.
This was done te handle the expected increase of Vehicles
coming off the Julis Tuttle Causeway.

There is a frustrating 100-foot jog in the center
lines of N.E. Znd Avenue at N.E. 36th Street. If possible,
right-of-way to provide & smooth curvature should be acquired
Exca the Florida Fast Coast Raillway when the new Passengar

Terpinal 1s constructed.
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There is also good pavewent, sidewalk, curb and
gutter from N.E. 3J6th Street to 4lst Street. This section
is bridged by the commection between the Julia Tuttle Cause-
way and the 36th Street Interchange. There is sufficient
right-of-way for four lanaes of traffic but this 1s a highly
congested area because of traffic coming off the Julia Tuttle
Causeway. .

North of N.E. 4lst Street, N.E. 2nd Avenua ia fur-
faced with pea rock pavement, harely 3§ feet wide, out of
grade, in poor coudition, and with very little drainage. It
is mostly a residentizl section up to the intersection of 54th
Strect, where it becomes practically all couercial.

There is some sidewalk in thiz area. *Thc right-of-
way varies From 50 to 75 feet and the City of Miami Right-of-
Way Section has acquired a great deal of this by voluntary
dedication. However, many parcels remain which encroach upon
the zoned 70-foot linme. N.E. 2nd Avenues traverses one cf the
oldest developed areas {in Soulh Florida, Lemon City, and the
Street itself is practically in the saue condicion now as It
was when bullt wany years ago.

sanitary sewers have been constructed on N.E. Znd

Avenue for practically itz entire length, with only one small
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section morth of N.E. 7Vlst Strect remaining to be sewered.

Storm ssewers are sorely needed and white-way
lighting is necegsary. It 13 deairable that N.E. 2nd Avenue
be widened icts full width from N.E. 36th to tha N.E. 79th
Street intersection, on a 70-foot basis, wilth sidewall,
curb and gutter aund 57 feet of pavement. North of 79th
Strect, an improvement of this nature has already been mada,
with a bridge comstructed across the Little River Canal at
the north City limicts.

N.E. Znd Averrue Ls much needed to relieve tracffic
congestion in Little River and to gerve as an additional
artery to downtown Miami. Dade County has recommanded thoat
2nd Avenue be includad in several 5tate Rogd Department
Budgets, but it has never had high envugh priority.

The proposed East-Wegt Expregsway will cross N.E.
2nd Averez in the vicinicy of H.E. 12th Street, with sccess -
available for 2nd Avenue traffic. However, this is in the :

futura,
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N.W. Znd Avenue hae beea proposed as a northbound
street ila a one-way pair with MNorth Miami Avenue. The limics
rangs from M.W. Z0th Street to N.W. 79th Street, aod 11];!
Mieml Avenue, would not be extended south into the Central
Business District because of extensive right-of-way prob-
lemg. From 5.Y. llth 5treet to H.¥W. 5th Street, 2nd Avenue
i3 & heavily used artery, but is handicepped by the 5.W.
ind Avenue Bridge wihich has a low vertical clearance and is
censtantly being repaired. with repard to arterial stand-
ards, this section is in good condition, except for its
width, which probabiy will not be substantially increased
because of prohibitive right-of-uay costs.

A new brldge is definicely needed and its cost
haz been eatimated at 33 willion. It should be & bascule
bridge having 30 feet of vertical clearance where 13 feet
now exists. There have been disputes over who should re-
place the exisiting span and also how to finance 1it. At
.the present tiec thera are no icmediate plans for wodernizing
the J0-year old span. The fate ¢f tle remainder of Eqd Avenue

in the Central Business District is now dependent on rejuvena-

tion of downtown Miami.
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From N.W. 5th Street to N.W. llth Screst, 2nd Avanus
Ls the heart of the Mlami Cantral Negro District snd=aa in
good condition. It is a main street for the district. At
H.W. 1lth Street therels a mlsaligment in 2nd Avenue, and
H.H._Ist Flace 1s the mosc practical route to N.w. 20th Streat.
The City of Miami has been successful in szcquiring right-of-
way most of the distance on N.W. lst Flace, including enough
to round off shary corners a2t the 20th Street intersection.
south of thls, Zod Avenue has & zoned width of 50 feet and
it would appear impractical to obtain greater right-of-way
because wost of the abutting land is oeccupied, with no
building satlacks frow the right-of-way line on eitner side
of the street.

From N.W. 20th to 29th Streets, widening could be
on &4 65-foor basis because of past zoning. This section has
sidewalle, curbk and gutter and asgphaltic concreta pavement.
Continuing north, Ind Avenue between 20th and 29th Streets
narrowa to 50 feet of right-of-way on a zoned width of &0
feet. Tha existing pavement is rock asphalt in need of re-
surfacing. This is one of the older sactions of Miami and
is lined partly by commercial interests and partly by howes.

The City of Miami owns property on N.W. 2nd Avenue between
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34th Street and 34th Terrace, where it has Wynwood Park, and the
entire section is rapidly becoming a thickly populated, low income
neighborhood.

There hag been litcle dedication of right-of-way scuth
cf Jboth Street and wldening to 70 feet would be expansive. However,
rebuilalng on a 60 to 65 foot basis wich 48 feet of pavement would
provide three traffic launes and one parking lapne, making Zund Avenue
:ﬁit&hle for incluainn'Ln a one-way pair.

ind Avenue from 36th Street to the City limits at 79th
Street iz paved with conerete. This surface is 30 feet wilde, and
even though constructed in 1927, is still in good conditicn. However,
ics widch has proven insufficient for present day use, FRebuilding
is desirable in this section, prefersbly to its zoned width of
70 feet. Hany small parcels are needed to provide this 70-foot
width. Some have already been acquired by dedication by the City
of Miam!i. Like Nerth Miami Avenue, positive storm drainage is
lacking in this section. Many lakes are created by even the
lightest dnwnﬁuur and the Joth Street intersection is one of the
worse in the City. Sanitary sewers are non-existent north of 54th
Street, but are scheduled for construccion under the next G.0. Bond
Issue.

North of 36th Street, Ind Avenuve contioues to be a mixed
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section of business and homes. It is a highly congested gtreet

because of the narrov widcth of its pavesent., There are some side-
walks ip this section of the street. Adjacent property Ls soué-
what undeveloped, desplte cthe fact that it is one of the older
thorougi:fares of Miami,

Other improvements, such a: wniteway lighting, are neces-
sary. Although it is not feaszibie to rebuild N.W. 2nd Avenue
in the Ceontral Hegro District and tha downtown area, ths section
north of ¥.W. 20th Street should be iwproved tc the greatest
extent poasible. [t is needed o support che Exrressway Svstem
and also teo provide anotaer major nortn-south artery.

The connection between che 3bch straet Intevchange and
the Julia Tuttle Causewsy crosses near 3Ith Screet. H.W. 2nd
Avenue passes under tois viaduct with no access provided.

The proposed Eaat-VWest Expressway will eross 2Znd pvenue
in the vicinity of M.W. iIth Sirest, in the downtown Negro area.
As shown on the wllbur Swith Plan, it is relatively close to the
proposcd latarcnange of cthe Cast-West and Yerth-3South Expressways
and final aligment is not known. 1t leaves Znd Avenue with the
possibilicy of being relocared should a wodiflcacion be made In

the tentative plans.
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I AS & one-vay street of the propesed couplet, N.W. Znd
avenue could qualify for Scate Secondary Funde but it hasnaver been

included on any Scace Road Departrmenti Budgert.
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N.E. &TH _COURT
FRGM N.E, SSTH TFRRACE TO N.E. 87TH STREET

For vany years Blscayne Boulevard was the only Morth-
Soucth avctery from the Central Business histrict te the norch-
east secticn of Mlaml. Sevearal other strects developed as arter-
lale aud took some of the load from Blscayne Boulevard. Once
again B scayne Boulevard has reached the saturatlon poinc,
especially frow 55th Terrace te tha City limicts at &/th Street.
The widch of the pavement in this sepnent aliows only four
moving lanes of traffic. parklog has been eliminated from
botn slides, uuch to the conaterunaticn of merchants, forcing
several to widen the street themselves Lo provide adequate park-
ing for theilr business. Relizf must be offered, for Blscayone
Boulevarc has reached the limit of its capacity. Traffic is
increasing at & pace which (s chokiong the street and the busi-
nesses. It must elther be widemed, or & new route found to
divert vehicles., Sioce Lt would be very expensive to widan
Bigcayne Boulevard because of prohlbitive right-ot-way costa,
construction of 2 parallel highway should be encouraged.

There is an available allgoment which would serve the

purpose precisely. Starting at the iatersection of Blscayne



Boulevard and H.F. 55th Terraces, N.E. 4th Court will be utilized
48 4 supplement vo the Boulevard north to N.E. 8dth Street, oue
block north of the Miaumi City limits at 87cth Street. By divert-
ing traffic to N.E. 4th Court, a great burden will be removed
from Blscayne Boulevard,

A multitude of vehicles which now focus on Biscayne
Shopping Plaza at 79th Street and Biscayae Foulevard should find
ready access via 4ch Court. As a secondary purpuse, &4th Court would
aid circulation in Little River as well as in the Biscayne Shopplng
Flaza area. wWhen operating in conjunction with the proposed N.E
Bind itreet, 8 smeoth traffic pattern should be formed.

Fregently, N.E. &4th Courc extends frow S55ctn Terrgce to
79cth Street. HMerging with Riscayne Boulevard at 55th Terrace,
N.E. 4th Court could be considared &3 a branchi with the Boulevard.
[te 70 to 75-foot right-of-way gently curves through a residential
area to N.E. 60th Street. From 50ch Street to 6lst Street, City
property is divided as the right-of-way {unnels down to 50 feet.
Un the sast is Faton Farl. The Lewon City QBranch Library occupies
the tract to the wast., Thae are plans [or replacing the aneient
structure that now exiscs, but lack of funds and legal difficulty
have postponed any declsicon. Also, a final location {3 somewhat

dependent on the nuulllignmunt of 4th Court.
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At Glet Street, 4ch Couwwrt assumes a more norcherly
course, parallal to the Florida East Coast Ralilway tracks. Its
50-foot right-cf-way ls abutted by homes on the east and new
warehouses on the west, Dlrect prowimity to rail service ac-
coumts for the many warehouses and atorage depota feh line
4th Court fr#m 6lat Street to 7Y9th Street. With the E:cnptinn
¢f 8 segment batween 69th and 7lst Streets, which has cvaoly
15 feet of righrt-of-uay, the remaindar of the distance te 79th
Street is similar in character to the rest of the street. Ware-
housesline the streset on the west, homes on east; separated by
a 30=-foot right-of-way.

Sidewalke now exiat practically the whole length of
this street on the sagt., Soue zidewaik exlsts on the west, but
not to the aaxe cxtent., The paveuent ls narrow sand and oil, and
in poor condition. Sanitary sewera will be completaly in Che
ground beneath N.E. 4th Court by the end of 1960 as a part of
"Federal,’” "Bayshore™ and "South Belle Meade" Sanitary Sewer
Improvement Districts under the present G.0. Bond Frogram. An
interceptor pipe of our sewapge collection wsten was constructed
under 4th Court in 1955 in anticipation of our future Sanitary
Sewer Districts.

Morth of 79th Street no road exists and there 1s no
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dedicated or platted right-of-way. The natural path of 4th
Court north of 79th Street is parallel to the Florida East
Coast Rallway right-of-wvay and adfjacent to the Little River
Canal. 7The land between the Faillway and the Canal 1ls owned
by the Central and South Florids Plood Control District which
recently constructed 4 daw in the Canal between 82nd Street
and B2nd Terrace. Whera the Canal changes fts directlon aad
turns west at approxinacely Bich Streer, its north bank defines
the City limits. Here & bridge would be necessary. Fart of the
bridge would lie in Dade County and part in the Eity_uf Miomi. :
Worth of the brildge, the alipmuent would still follow
thenorthecrly curvature of the Florlda ast Coast Rallway rightc-
of-way to near 38cth Sirect, where the direction curves more
northeasterly to perait junction of 4ch Court and Biscayne
Boulevard. This route would teke it through unincorporatad land
and through 1 kFortal.
N.E. 4th Court can quallfy @s part of the State Primary
System and plans for ite construction are being prepared for
tha State Road Deparmment by Miehael Buaker & Assoclates of
Jackson, Migsissippi. On March 15, 1960, cthe Clty Commission
paased Resolution Ho. 21760, stating tne necessity of constructing

.Z. 4th Court and requesting Dade County to acquire the necespary
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. right-of-way. The County is anow acquiring right-of-way aand
the itate Road Department has included N.E. 4th Court in its
work prograw for 1960-51.

Right-of-way costs will be extremely high. Dedications
from adjacent property owners way be difficult to nhui&. There
fre 2 large mmber of warshouses on the west side. Houses on
the esst side do not have wuch sethask. The State plans on
taking most of the needed right-of-way frow this side.

The Scate Read Departwment originally requested tneCity
to obtain the necessary land to construct most of 4th Court on
a b0-feot vight-cf-way. prohibicive costs made it impossible
for che City to acquire the righc-ci-way for the State.

By anucuncing that K.E. 4th Court and Biscavne Boulevard
were to be & one-vay couplet, northbound traffic utiliz ing Bis-
cayne Roulevard and southbound traffic veing 4th Court, the State
Incurred the wrath of serchants on Biscayne Boulevard. .ﬁ paradox
hag resvited bDacause of tne traffic situstion on the Boulevard,
rost of the busiuness on Biscayne Boulevard cactere to incoming
tourists. The merchancs want relief from the traffic but they
claim that routing scuthbound vehicles onte 4th Court will de-
prive them of their best chouce to acrtract petronage. They are

united and they are outspoken. DJut N.E. 4th Court &s designed
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will not operate to optimm advantage if it has to accommodace
two-way trafflc. Perhaps some adjustuent can be made which will
Allow a transition to its ultlmate goal in che future.

Further cowplicatliom and delay may be enccuntered because
of a large tract of land cutside of the City limits where full
wideh right-cf-way must be obtalned. The only wajor engincer®mg
problem should be the relucation of the Little River Canmal just
nortn of 73th Street. adequate roadway width will be provided
by tiils releccation because it Ls intended to build 4th Court on
a 4B-foot right-of-way north of 79th stxeet, allowing three lanes
for moving traffic.

Sidewalks «ill be comstructed on both sides where a
70-foot right-of-way is aveilable. In the segeent where 48-foot
to 60-foot right-of-way is proposed, thers may be sidewalks on
only one side. 3Since che width of the right-cf-way will vary,
the uidth of pavement will vary frow 40-foot to 4B-foot eurb to
curb,

Storm dralrage will be provided by the 5tace. There will
be an outfall to the Little River Canal assuring that no water
problem shell arlise in the future. White-way lighting should
ba pru?id&d; but will have to be the responsibllity of the City.

Conztructlon of N.E. 4th Court is a project which the Cicy
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. will not be able to undertake. 1t is presently in the State

Work fFrogram.
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STREET 3FTORY
N.%. 6TH AVENUE FROM 20TH TO 29TH STREETS

RBapidly neariag coppletion are the north and east
qundrnﬁtu of the 6th Streer Interchange of the Expressway
System. Tha North-sSouth Expressway will terminatest the
interchange unless funds becowe available For cnmpleEiﬂn of
the south and west quadrants and extensicn of the Exé:elsuay
south. Until chat tiwe, a vast amount of traffic will be y
sgueezed Irom &n B-lane superhighway tv a City arterial system
of 4=lane or less streets. Traffic with a downtown descination
wil]l use either W.W. 7th Avenue or Biscavne Boulevard, both
already overcaxed. WVehicles wishing access to the interchange
from & scutherly directicn will add to the congestion on already
overcoowded streats.

To accommodate this expected increase in traffic,

Dide County has ipcluded the rebuilding of K.W. 6th Avenue |
as an item on Iits $46 million bond issue approved in May, 1'!'6!].j
This street will be rebullt from 29th to 20th Streets. These
Limits were chosen because eventual completion of the south

and west guadrants of the interchange will provide acceas to

the Expressway Systew at 29th Straet, and nine City blocks of
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one-way street should prove adaquacte to support the Expressway.
In addition, N.W. 20th Streei is one of cur main east-west
aArterias.

As approved by Cthe freeholders, Gth Avenus o3y be
rabuilt on a 60-foot right-ol-way where 40 ctu 53 feet now
exist. When, or Lif, cthe Expressway is continued south, Lts
locus will probably lie between 6ch and 7th Avenues, making
H.W. oth Avenue a service road. Io the past, it had been
proposed to pair Oth Averwe and 7th Avenue &5 & one-way couplet
friw the Miami River to the City limits, but the North-South
Expresavay nas wmade that plan cbsolete, TJentative plang are
to have 6rh Ayenue cue-way north only, on the rebuilt portion,
As planned by the County, 6th A enve will have 42 feet of
pavement, curb, gutter, and sidewsalk. Scorm drainage will be
aa integral part of comstruction, probably being tied in to
the Expressway drainage systenm;

If the bond issue had falled, reconstructiom of 6th
Avenue would not be possible until some later date when tha
entire Expressway 1is finished. 1t is practically impoasible
Lor the City to rebuild bth Avenue because wany property
owners are still paying for a previocus assesswent. In 1957,

6th Avenue from Rorth River Drive to N.W. 29th Street waa
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remacadamized as a part of Highway Distriet H-519. This
portion in partieular now has 31 to 364 feet of good
asphaltic concrete pavement.

At present, Oth Avenue L3 not built on & standard.
a3 an Expressway support street., [t presently is an excellent
resldential street, with sidewalk, curb, and gutter, This
section is one of the older sections of Miswi and, as such,
has sanitary sewers but no pogitive storw dralnage.

The deterioration of che neighborhoud around Sth
fvecue has accelerated in the past few years. Houses along
bLn Avenue frow 2Yth to 23rd screets are hecoming more rupe
down. Poor (rame houses occupied by Negroes line 6L Avenue
from 20th tv 23rd screets. A few warehouses abut 6th Avenue,

but its overall character Ls that of n street in a blighted

residential districet.
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STREET STORY

N.W. 7TH AVENUE
AID_WEST 8TH AVENUE

In 1956, the State Road Department reconstructed N.¥.
/th Ayenue frow Hiw; J9th Street to 36th Street (5.R. 25}.t
North of 36th Street, fth Avenue 13 designated 5.R. 7 (or U.5. &41)
and was constructed out of Federal Aid Primary Funds. It was
rebuilt on & 70-foot right-of-way with sidewalk, curb, gutter,
37=fcot asphalclc concrete pavewent and positive drainage.
Sanitsry sewers and whice-way lighting were installed at the
time by the City of Mlawi,

Since thei, toers hava beon numerous requests to extend
Jth Avenue south to W.W. Sth Street. [t teo is eligible Ffor
Federal Aid Funds and at one time was recomsmanded by Dade County
to be iacluded in & State Road Department Priuary Budget. Qa-
fore the advent of the Fxpressway 3ystoemn, most plana for this
section of 7thh Avenue hinged on the one-way palr theory. N.W.7th
Avenue and Gth Averue weres tc be a one-way couplet. However,
the North=South Caipressway is i(n close proximity to the right-
cf=-way of the presemnc N.W. 6th .venve, meking such plans obsolete.

North of N.w. 36th Street, M.W. 7ch Avenue his bacome

highly congested even though Lt has been modernizad. The wd jor
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Intersections have reached their capacicy and thru traffic en-
counters wany delays the entire length. Relief will be offered
to 7th Avenue by the North-South Expressway. The Expressway
will have wore noticeable effect on 7th Avenue then amny other
Streat In the City, sioce it is adjacent to end practically
parallel to 7th Avenue. Many thru vehicles will use the Express-
way and leave Jth Avenue more available for local traffic.

Conatruction of the 36th Street interchange involves
relocation of 7th Avenue from 38th to 43rd Streets. The new
center line will be in an arc cast of its present location.
All nacegsary right-of-wey is included in the iuterchanye right-
of-way and che State kosd Department has already acquired the
land. City of Miami Fire 3tatlon No. 6, the Fire Training
Division, and Moore Park are located between 36ch Street and
J9th Strest, and the taterchange right-of-way will includa some
property Lrum Moore lark, but will not make & substantial c\r
creage in the area.

N.W. 7th Avenue i3 commercial (s entire distance.
Korth of 3éth Street it is zoned 80 fes=c, even though built on
a 7U0-foot right-cf-way, .

South of 36th Street to the Miami River, N.W. 7th Avenue
La zoned 70 feet. It too ls commercial the entire distsnce, It

traditionaliy has served as a dividing line between the Central
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Negro Distriet to the east, and the residential areas to the

west.

South of 36th Street there is sidewalk, curb and gutter
its entire leagth, but only 52 tfeet of patchwork pavement. It
is one of the last remaining streecs in Miami =till having evi-
dence of trolley car tracks. The original path of the tracks
has been patched by dasphaltie concrete and is noticeable Cthe
entire length. Positive atoru drainage exiscs as [ar morth as
M.w. 17 Street. Narth of that chere is noc storm sewer and
such facilitles wust be provided.

The City of Miami Right-of-Way Secticn through che
years has acquired 70 feet of right=cf-way almost the entire
length. 1t was not cbtained as a concentrated effort but only
on & piecewcrk basis.

Utilities, such as Lthe Hiawl Transit Company Malntenance
Shopa, Florida Fower & Light Storage Yarda, Seaboard Airline
Railway Terminal, and others abut7th Avenue,

At N.¥. 5th 3treet, the present baacule bridge over the
Miami River diagonally commeccs MN.W. 7th Avenue to N.W. 8th
Avenue, south of che River. This bridge Is highly congested and

in poor condition, and has only 13 [eet of vertical clearance.
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The need for a new bridge is very evidenc, but it seems unlikely
that the estimated $4 milllon necessarv Lo construct a 6~lane
bascule bridge will be available in the near future. The Clty
of Miami has rebullt the appruach slabs to the bridge and a
step like thils foretells the fikprobabllity of comstructing a
new sridge. There have been cther proposals to conastruct a
bridge across the Miami River in the vicinity of N.W. 7th Street,
making N.¥W. 7th Street & thru street. The proposed bridge
would be capable of handling traffic frowm West 7th and 8th
Avenues and north 5th and 7th Streets, but is only a future idea.
It 13 unilkely that auy Federal aid will be given to N.W. 7th
Avenue in this section becsuse the Expressway System will be
consuaing wost of the available noney.

South of tine Miami River, Wost bth Avenue frow N.W
4th Strect te 3.W. 8th Street is zoned 70 feet, but presently
i:as 50 feet of right-of-way. It waj repaved several years 2RO
with asphaltic concrete pavewent 36 feet wide, as a part of
Highway Improvement District H-518. The surfacs is excal‘nnt
and there is sidewalk, curb and gutter alwost throughout. Alsc
positive storm sewers and sanitary sewsrs serve the street.
Widening eof the roadway is needed but may not be assessable be-

cause of the excellent condition of the existing pavement.
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It traverses a mixed residentizl, coumercial area.

The Cicy of Miand owns Riverside Park located between S.W. 3rd
and 3.W. 4th Screets on West Bth Aveaus,

This entire artery is built to primary standards, rether
than residential) standards. It is highly cougested its entire
length. The maximus practical width that could be expected
is rebuilding or widening on a 50-feot right-of-way. Many
buildings encroach. Relief could be given by pairing 8th svenue
with }th aveoue, but it i not the most practiecal or desirable

plan.
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E STREET STORY

N.W. /TH STREET EXTENTION AND TAMIAMI CANAL
RO/D_CONNECTION _TO WEST FLAGLER SIREET

Miawi Intermnational Alrport, Central Shopping klaza,
West Flagler Kennel Club, Palmettc Expressway, the proposed
LeJeune Golf Couvse - ;11 located in or near che extreme
wastern section of the City of Miawi - have become traffic
generators of the first magnitude. Combined with che rapid
residential expanalon of the cutlying sectors, cthess new
facilities nave placed a greater burden ot our present arcer-
jal gystam of reoads, The expansion of stresfi and Righway
facilities in this area 1s of utwosi lmportance. Existing
roads should be wodernized and cowplete naw highways bullt
where needed to provide an adequate arterial system.

Such a vitally neadoed artery in the western end of
town is the connection between Che teruinus of recently re-~
built N.W. 7th Street at 42nd Avenue (LeJeune Rcad) aud West
Flagler Street. A natural path has already been titﬂhliﬁhld
for this extension. Three existing roadways would be utilized.
West, from %Zund Avenue, N.w. Jth Street would be rebuilt te
57th Aveaue. Although there is right-ot-way on N.¥W. 7th Street

from 57cth to &6lst Avenues, no road exists. Complete new



construction would be nécesiary in this section. To complete
the extenaion, a strip of 70-foot right-cof-way has been ac-
quired by the Cicy of Miami in order to connect 7th Street at
Hlst Avenue to Tamiswi Canal Koad, which terminates om 52nd
Avenue about 500 feet southwest of 7th Street. Veering aouth=-
westerlv, Tamiami Canal Road parallels the Tawiawi Calal to
the road's other terminus at 69th Avenue. TFor veconstruction
purposesa, Tamiawml Censal Poad would be utilized omly to N.W.
a7th Avenue. At 67th Avenue, the road<ay would then be bullr
due 5u;th to Flagler Streei, cowpleting tne highway. FPresently,
6ith Avenue s County-wa.ntained.

Subgoil conditions bave created a problem on N.VW
7th street from Lejaune Foad te Red Foad., The pavement was
constructed over a muck haea, causing changes in profile as
loads increased. Hesvy arterial traffilc has created & wash-
board suriace. Potholes, patches. poor shoulders and narrow
width make it imnperative to replace the existing road. Asphaltie
concrete and pea rock compose the 21-foot wide pavement in
this stretch of 7th Street, which has sidewalk in a few loca-
tions on the south side, The only changes that have been
made on this road In the last few years Lave bDean Cewporary.
At 45th Avenue, & bus pullout was constructed; at 47th Avenue

a bypass lane was provided. At LeJeune Road the entrance to
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7th Street vas widemed for a distance of n%pruxisatlly 200
feet. Skin patching bes been done by our Department of
Public Service, but cannot be continued becsuse the conditicn
of the street is detericrating too capidly.

Its existing vight-of-way varles from 50 to 70 feet.
OQur Right-cf-Way Seetion has acquired several parcels of
right-of-wéy in this sparsaly populated portion of Jth sStreet.
Lined mostly by undeveloped land on the nerth and only & few
howes and businesses on the scuth, Chis segment of Jth Street
could quelify for inmclusion in the State Sscondary System
because it lies belween two States Roads, N.W. 42nd Avenue
(LeJeune Rcad) and 37th Avenue (Red boad).

It ia not likely that the State will undertake this
project becavse Dade County bhas included the rebullding of
/th Street as a part of ics 546 Million dollar bond issue
approved im May, 1960. If the woney holds ovut and this werk
geves forward, at a cost of approxiumately S1 miilion, the seg-
want {rom LeJeune Koad to Fed Road will become a divided high-
way wich two 12-foot lanes in cach direction. The present
right-cf-way width will be increasad to 110 feet. ueking the
project extremely costly will be the [act that the muck bad
beneath the presenc road will have to be removed and replaced

by a stable road bed.
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Another item on the Dade County Bond Prograw allocates
§225,000 for extending Jth 3treet from 57th Avenue west to
blst Avenue, then along Tamiami Canal Road and 67th Avenue to
Flagler street. Two 12-focot lenes wilill be provided in an 80-
foot right-of-way,.

The few residents on 7th Street betwsen 57ch and 6lst
Avenuesg have asked for ijmprovements cof the primitive conditione
which now exist. Therc is & dirt trail accommwodacting ouly one
lane of traffic froem 57th Avenue to the Tamiaml Canal. Dust ;
condicions have been created. There 12 no sldewalk 1:-1': light=
ing; chere ig no wail service; there are no street signs; and
it is surrcundad by palmerto, underbruszsh, and sawgrass.

The Citvy has eacquired 05 Eect of right-of-way on 7th
Street from 57th te Glst Avenue. To provide the missing link,
it has also acguired 70 feet of right-of-way which connacts
the end of MN.W. 7th Street with the beginning of Tawmiami Canal
Road. This is approximately 500 feet of full width right-of-way.
Any further increment would probably have to be purchased by
the County as a part of its program.

Tegmiani Canal Foad itcself has 70 feet of rignt-of-way
with good aspbeltic concrete and pea rock pavewent, sidewalk,
Curb and parkway. Lt traverses a strictly residentlial neighbor-

nogd. Proparty owners wmight object to any proposed improvement
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that would route heavy arterial traffic through their sub-
urban area.
: The final leg of the proposed extension will utilize
67th Aveunue which now has an existing 65-Ffoot right-cf-way.
It too ig lined by homes. There are sidewalks the entire
length. The pavement is parc asphaltiec conerete and part
sand and oil.

Fosltive drainage should be provided the entire
lengcth of this proposed extensiem. Tha close proximity of
the Tamiami Canai and of several rockpits should facllitate
Inclusion of & pusitive cystem. The poor scll eonditicans of
the ares, however, are detrimental to building aay underground
dtructures. Such conditions would very likely increase the
construction cost of a drainage system,

This section will be the last part of the Clty of
Miawi Co have sanitary sewers. It will be at least 1960 be-
fore sanitary sewers will be constructed under any normal
Capital Improvement Frogrew. Screet lights ghould be provided
the entire length, but high intensity lightiag would not be
degirable for a residentlal area such as now exists along

Tamiani Canal Road.
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STORY

SOUTH_J/TH STREET FROM BRICKELI, AVENUE TO 5.W. 37TH AVENUE

= L B

South 7th Street presently is a residential screet
in arterial use. It was resurfaced from Brickell Avenue to
S.H. 17th Avenue in 1355 and was rebuilt from 17th to 19th
Avenues the same year. It originally dead-ended at the
Florida Bast (Coast Railway tracks and again just west of
Betcor Boulevard. The City of Miawl providad the crossing
of the railway tracks and 2 recent subdivigion improvement
opened the street from Bedcom Boulevard to 5.wW. 27th Avenue.
It is now a thru strect from the Coral Gables City limits at
S.W. 3Tth Avenue to Brickell Avenue (S5.R.5).

A highly controveraial plan for pairing Jth Street
with tﬁﬂ Tamiaml Trail as a one-way couplet could make this
atreet eligible for Pederal Aid Funds, if the plan is found
Acceptable. The plan calls for 7th Street to be the westbound
straet of this pair. Parking wes eliminated on one side of
the Streec, and at one tise the plan cawe close to being a
reality. FProperty cwners on 9th Street objected so viulently
because they feared the logs of business, that the idea was

shelved. With Federal Aid Funde, it has been proposed to

rebulld 7th Street ona 60-fcot basis. Presently Tth Street
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hes 50 to 60 feet of right-of-way (mcst of which is 50-fcor).
Sixzty Eeat will provide 49 feet of pavewent, curb and gutter,
and >-foot sidewalks. How, it seems unlikely that this will
beg possible in the near future. There is opposition mot only
by property owners on S5t Street but property owners on 7th
Street who do not want to have thelr residential street
turned inte a traffic artery.

The State Road Deparment recently completed turn
lanes oo Bri:kall Avenua. They were finished before a radlus
corner was obtained on 3.E. 7th Street by cthe City of Miawi.
The radius right-ol-way will be held for future vse to provide
2 35-foot turning radius from Brickell Avenue to S.E. 7th
SCraet.

This street Lls residential throughout. Only major
intersections are ccusnercialized and houes and apartments dominate
the rest of the way. It has sidewalk, curb and gutter almost
its entire length with the ‘exception of several blocks between
35th and 37cth Avenues and 27th and 32nd Avenues. Up te 27th
Avenue it is aluwost entirely surfaced wich asphaltie concrace.
West of this, the pavement is sand and oil, with lictle curb

or gutter.
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Two dangercus intersectlons on 7th Street have been
helped by good traffie engineering. One is 8t S.W. 8th
avenue and the cther at 35.%. loth Avenue. Several deaths have
resulced from traffic accidents at theses locations. The Clity
of Miami constructed a right turn lane at 3.W. 17th Avenue
to prepars [or greater use of 7ch Street by arterial traffic,
and to eliminate & jog in the center lines.

There are no stdérm sewers existing on 7th Street now.
sanicary sewers extend as far west as 5.W. lith Avenue.

Future projects will provide for the comstruction of sanltary
sewers in Bryan Disctrict which extends to 5.W. 27th Avenue.
This will probably not be earlier than 1971. It is not axpected
that 7th Street will cowe in for immediate Federal Aid Funds
‘excapt where the North-South Expressway will cross 7th Street.
There will be a land bridge carrylng traffic over 7th Street,
although the exact location is not known at this time; it is
the poliey uf-thuatltn Foad Department to lwprove cross streets

in thely right-of-uay.
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STREET STORY

3.W. BTH STREET

. The main highway that connects Mlami to Tempa and
the west coast of Florida is the Tamiami Trall. EKnown as
S.W. Bth Street in the City limits, this road is alsc a
wajor arterlal street linking downtown Miawml with towns and
unincorporated areas to the wesi of Miami., 0Officially desig-
nated as Scate Road 90, Bth Street is included in the State
Primary System and is maintained sclely by the State. It is
galeo V.5. Highway 41 and an improved Federal aid route.

This street is definitely in need of improvement.
Nowhere is the existing pavement greater than 55 feet in widch.
where parking is perwitted on both sides, the street can carry
effectively only two moving lanes of traffic. Driving is
hazerdous throughout. At the major intersections traffic
backs up for blocks. The mmsber of vehicles using 8th Street
long ago exceeded itz capacicy.

The problem has become so acute that there was die-
cuasinn-nf reconstructing Bth Street om a 100-foot right-oi=-
way. Although basically a sound idea, the widen!ng of &th
Street, which is a business zone alwost its entire length

inside the City limice, is highly {mpractical because of

17-F



prohibitive right-cf-way costs. To solve the problem of in-
craaging the capacicy of the street, a vecommendation was
made to pair 8th Street and 7th Streec, from Brickell Avenue
(U.5. 1) to 5.W. 37th Avenue. Eastbound traffic would utilize
5.¥. bcth Street and westbound vehicleas would use 7th Street.
This is the status of these two as degignated in Miami's of-
ficial arterial street plan.

A change of traffic patterns in buainess districts
is @ nighly controversial matter. Qpposition arises irom
those affected who fear economic loss Lecause of rercuting.
3uch iz the case on fth Street. Merchants have oppored any
and ell plans offered. They have even cbtalned legal aid.
Complicacting tide plan is the eppesition of property owners
on residential 7th Street who do not want tnelr street twned
into a traffie artery.

Terporary relief has been gained durlug peak woruing
and evening hours by restricting parking te only one part of
the street. Ju the morning there {g no parking on the south
side of the street. In the svening, parking is prohibited
on the north side. The existing right-of-way varies from 50

tc &5 feet in the City limits.
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For the most part, 7U-foot right-of-way is available
whare 8th Street is entirely in the Clty limits, although it
varies in spots f[rom 30 to 85 feet. 8th Street is zoned 70
feet where it lles within che Clty. Where the center line of
dth Strect 1s the dividing line between Miami, Coral Gables,
or Dede County, It is zoned 35 feet north of the center line.

Hear ites eastern end, Bth Street will be bridged by
the North-South Rxpr:sawny whielh will generally parallel the
Florida East Coast Railway right-of-way. It is expected to
be crossed in the viclnicy of lst Avenue. There will be no
dccess Lo the Expresswey frow dth Streer, in keeping with
the Federal Govermment's policy of placing interchanges and
ﬂﬁmps ag fLar apart as pcssible.

Hecently tihw State Road Departient completed the
construction of turn lanes on Brickell Avenue. These lanes
allow easier turning movement at the junction of Bth Street
(S-R. No. 90) and Brickell Avenue (S5.R. Ko. 5). This should
dalsc ald the increass expected in traiflc at this intersection
which will result frnmJ::z:nllve development of this &rea.

East of Brickell “venue, S.E. 8th Screet continues
another 550 feet to & dead-end of about 125 feet from Biscayne

i

Bay. In this section, a new group of high-rise lplll'tlllﬂf-'l is
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planned by private developers. Baysiwre Drive, a new road,
will be conatructed from &th Sireet to 12th Street, if some
of tha proposed plang materializa.

Tlils segment of 8th Street east of Brickell is pres-
ently constructed on a 70=foot right-of-way. The roadway
consists of two 20-foot lanes divided by a 14-foot traffic
separator island. It alsc has sidewalks, curb and gutter, but
its existing sand and oll pavememt is in poor condition, and
will have to be improved if it is to carry vehiclas toc and
from the Bayshore area. [f improvement is to be made on Bth
ScreeC east of Brickell, it will have o be by the City of
Misaul because 3tate Road Deparbtwent right-of-way rterwinates at
Brickell Avemue.

Businegsses of all types line 3th Street for its
entire length in cthe City of Miaml. Although most of 8tn
Street has sidewalk, only a few blocks on each side of major
intersectlons have curb and gutter. Oun the remainder cf the
street, there i{s an unpaved area between the edge of the pave-
ment &nd the sidewalk. This dirc area floods during heavy
rains and creates a dust problem during dry spells. It is
toe narrvovw and unsuitable for use ag adequate parking for a

coumercial area.

/
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The Tamiawl Traill is under the jurisdiction of three
municipalicies: Mlaml, Coral Gables, amd Dade Councy. It is

also abutted by West Miami, At 37th Avenue, the City of

Coral Gables has 8th Streat entirely within its boundariea.

Up te 39th Avenue, it is a part of the northern salient of

Coral Gables, bounded onthree sides by the City of Miami.

At 40th Averue, divided jurisdiccion begins. The City of

Miami and Dade County meet at the center line. This continues

to 47th Avenue where Nede County ends oa the south side and

Coral Gables resuwmes. West of 57th Avenue, the City limic

iine and the south right-cf-way line coincide. Abutting the

gtreet on the south frum 57th to 67th Avemues is the munici=-

pality of West Miami. Dade County shares the street with

Miawl from 67th Avenue to the west City liwmics at 77th Avenue.
Within the liwits of 3tate Road Department maintenance

on 8th Street there is excellent asphaltic concrete pavement

te 57th Avenue, and pearcck pavement to 77th Avenue, but

lnadequate drainage. There is sowe positive and scue local

drainage, but not enough to hamdle escessive rain, There are

numerous polnts in the low-lying western end of Bth Street ‘

that become inundated with just a light rainfall. Because

30 many stores have built up to the base bullding line, many
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merchants have water te their doors when it rainz. Despite
tﬁ; need for storm sewars, it is doubtful that a positive
system will ever be constructed unless the State Road Dopart-
went rebuilds 8th Street. The only practical way positive
drainage could be accowpliszhed 1s in connection with a rebuild-
ing progrsm. The presant policy of che State Road Department
is to include positive drainage in its road projects.
West of 27th Avenue, 8th Street is in an area that

will be one of the lasi pections of the Cicty to be sewered.
It is desirable that sewer pipes be laid under the street before
any reconstruction takes place. Since the sewer program that
will iuclude Bth Street is so far in the future, no deflnite
program can be determined at this time,

= fhn Palwetto Expressway crosfas S5.W. 8th Street just
outslde the Clty limlts of 77th Avenue. An interchange allows
dccess to the Expressway from Sth Street. The State Road De-
partment plans to resurface the exlsting pea rock surface with
asphaltic concrete pavement from the Expressway 248t fo 5.W.
57th Avenue. This will be done in anticipation of the increase
in vehicles using the Trall as an entrance to the Expressway.
No date has been set for this project, which has an estimated
cost of $45,000. This is the only improvement expected to be

made on Eth Street in the nesar fuiure.
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The Florida East Coast Rallway and the Seaboard
Alr Line Kaiiway have crossings on 8th Street between G69th
and 7lst Averuea. These crosalngs are not protacted with
adequate aignalization. As a safety factor, crossing gates
or signal lights should be inztalled. There have beesn several
dccidents on these tracss.

The City of Miami will not undertake any reconstruction
-uf dth Street because It 1s a 3tate Road. The City iz reluctant
to scguire right-of-way for State Roads. PFunds for ths much
needed improvement ol dth Street should come frow the Stata

or from the County.
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STREET STORY

M.E. 1O0TH AVENUE FROM 79TH STREET TO
THE CITY LIMITS AT N.E. 87TH STRFET

N.F. 10th Avenue is a regidentia! street becoming
heavily used by arterial traffic wancing to avoid biscayne
boulevard, Vehicles coming off the 79th Street Causeway find
it convenient to turn north at N.E. 10th Avenus, which inter- }
sects Biscayne Boulevard at N.E. 98th Street. 7Tt iz primarily
used as a2 cut-off, and as such, funnels a large amount of
traffic iuntc & reaidential neighborhood.

Presently, N.E. 10th Avenue La zoned 70" from the
Lictle Biver Canal to Lhe City limits at the intersection of
East Dixie Highway and N.B. 8/ch Streec. North of this line,
the street lies in an unincorporated part of Dade County.

The existing right-ofl-way within Miami varies frow 50 to 70
feat. Acquisition of right-of-wsy needed for a 70-foot width
18 now under way.

Increased use of this street has caused a base failure
in the pavement, resulting in 2 washboard appearance in its
sand and oll surface., The pavement is narrcw, # maximua of
20' wide, out-of-grade, and Ls not to proper cross sectionm,

ezpecially where it bas been trenched for sewers. There is
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very licttle sidewalk, and poor street ligating.

The biggest bottlieneck is & marrow concrete bridge
across the Ademar Canal, located between N.E. 83rd and N.E.
S4th sStreets. The bridge will be increased to a width of 30
feet by addition 10 feet on the west side. This project will
be done in connection with the Shorecrast Lanitary Sewer Dist-
rict. Filing for the bridge construction will be installed
as part of the sewer contract. Such a prucedure is neces-
sary bacause the sanitary sewer line on 10th Avenue must
cross the Canal and be encased in comcrete; future installa-
tion of pllings wight dasage che line. This Luprovement Ls
scheduled to be financed out of the present G.0. Bond Frogram.

Positive storm sewers on l0th Avenuehave recently
been constrycted as part of Fast Shorecrest Storm Sewer Dist~-
rict. This Distriet providas positive storm drainmage on N.E.
10ch Avenue frow N.E. 79th Street Lo the Ademar Creek Elnll:

Future full width development of the street will
probably be necessary, but there will be right-of-way prob-
lews north of 87th Street. N.E. 10th Averue could possibly
qualify for Stetea Road Departwent aid as it connects N.E. 79th
dtreet (State Road 323). and Biscayne Boulevard (3tate Road 5).

At present it 1s entirely residential, except at the 79th
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atreet intercecticn. The street 1is landscaped, lined by trees
and houes. There will probably be ubjections by the property
owmers to full width developwent &s an arceria! street.
However, if widening 1ls feasible, 10th Avenue sihould
be developed on a 70' right-of-way with sidewalk, curb, gutkter,
positive storm sewers frow the canal north to d7th Sirest,
and much needed better atreet lighting.
i-'id-aning of Che bridge at this time is contingang
upon the construction of the gewer districc, but eventually the
bridge may be increased to 57' if the screet is to be bullt »

upon o ) ! I‘ib‘,!'tt.-l:..-.l"'.-.‘i,i:'r'.
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STREET STORY

N.W. 1UTi AVERUE FROM STH STREET ROAD TO 23RD STREET

N.W. 10th Avenue although not & major traffic artery
is nighly congested in the area arocund the Cilvlie Center and
Jacason Meworial Hospital. Before the construction ut.' N.W.
i2th Avenue, the only access to Jackson Memorial Hospital was from
10th Avenue. It has becowme so congested that the segment Frow
H.it.. 14th to N.W. 20th Streets was recently zouned to 70 feet,
in;;aad of 50 feet. This was brought about by the recent con-
struction of new wedical facilicies that encroach upon the old
zoned right-of-way line and do nothave the proper setbacic.

The pavewent in this section of the street is poor
and out of grade, and there are several spots having drainage .
problems. Through the years there has been much consideration
given to the improvement of 10th Avenus. Frowm a traffic stand-
peint at this tiue, the need is primarily to ralieve the com-
gestion and not to provide a better artery, since emphasis
is now on H.W. 1Z2th Avenue.

The seelion from H.W. B Street Foad to MN.¥. 23rd Street
has recently been discussed for early improvement. N.W. l0th
Avenue, N.W. Bth Street Road, and also N.W. 17th Street may

be thought of as one project but constructed in several

19=1



sections. Studies are being made ro detarmine the feasibllity
of reconstructing cthis street &nd of findlng che best method of
accomplishing this. This is an old resldential section which
has just recently been zomed cosmercial. Because portions of
this area are inhabited by low income groups, adjacent property
owners way oppose any ilnprovemant that will impose special
assessments againsat their propercy.

Oa2 plan under conslderatlon is to rebulld N.¥W. 10th
Avenue from lith Lo 20th Screet on a Td-foct right-of-wav.
Such & project would provide sidewalk, curb, guttar and white-
way lighting. Posltive storw drainage will be & problem be-
céuge of the underground utilicies in the 1lUth Aveunue vight-of-
way. This couwplicates cthe problem of Elnding the wost suitable
means of improving this streect.

The City of Miawl unce cwnad property on the east
side known as Highland Park, but that was transferred to Dade
County for use as 8 hosplital facillicy. Buildings and land used

by the Department of Public 3ervice are locaced on the west

¥
gide between R.W. 19th and N.W. 20cth Street. Jackson Memorial

Hospital occuples wuch of the remaining property on e west
g#lde, as far south as l4th Street. Otherfacilities such as

wedlcal buildings and the University of Mlawmi Medical School
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abut the street alsoc. Under & local Improvemant Diatriet
Dade County would be assessed for part of the cost. 5o
far ov inquirles have been wade 25 to the County's willing-
negs Lo participate in (nis manner,

Worth of W.W. Z3rd Strect there is full width pave-
went with sidewalk, curb and gutter, to about 26Lh Street.
From 20th to Z3rd streets the crossing of Seabcard Railroad
tracks must be improved and signalized as this i3 adjacent to
the location of the passenger terminal.

in the south saction cof the Avenue, N.W. B8th 3traet
Road connects lith Avenue with W.W. 7th Avenue diagonally,
The possibllity of reconstructing thie street has also been
contemplaced, but there are existing sanitary sewer pipes
underground wiilch will creste a construction problem, and
be an expensgive job.

Several buildings might have to be cut back on l0th
Averug, &0 right-of-way costs would be high. Improvement of
lith Avenue will relleve the congestlon in the huspital areas

and algo N.W. 12th Avenua.
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12TH AVENUE
ERQM SOUTH DIXIE HIGHWAY TO NORTH
CITY LDMITS AT NORTH 71T STREET

Kecent channelization of §.W. 3rd Avenue has aided in
making l2ch Avenue & thru morch-sgouch artery. From Dixie High-
wav to N.W. 7lst Screec. When combined with 3rd Avenue, chis
strzet acts as a crossiown route serving the new Civie Centef
from both north and scuth directions. Once 12ch Avenue was
separated into north and south segments by zhe old Miawi
Country Club property. MNo road existed between N.W. 1llih and
20th Streete, but the State Road Departinent constructad an
entirely new highway. Uest 12th Avenue ls aspecially valuable °
since it lies midway between N.W. 7th and 17th Avenues and
crceses the Mlawi River. .

Mow that l2th Avenue is a through street, growth n-f
the Civie Center wakes its improvesent o necessity. The
section moutn of N.W. 20ch Street has been developed to a
great extent in recent years, but north of N.W. 20th Strect,
1ich Avenue is in & priuitive state as compared to arterial
standards.

Begloning ac the newly constructec crosslng of the
Florida East Coast Rallway 2¢ Dixie Highway, S.W. 3rd Avenue

was channelized and whiteaway lighting inscalled by thelity of
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Miani. Construction was on & 120-foot righct-of-way ecconmodating
a landscaped wedlan strip which divides the pavewment into dual
traffic lanea. Parking is allowed and two lancs of traffic in
each direction are carried on its good asphaltie conerete surf-
ace. Where S5.W. 3rd Avenue meets 3.W. l2th Avenue at Coral

Way, thalmtenectiun noC only has been channallzed, but also
controlled by elactronic signelizetion,

At this intersection, 12th Avenue begins its nortch-
south route. From Coral Way to S.W. 6th Street, the street is
abutted alwost entireiy by homes. 1In this section there !.st
sidewallk, curb and some putter, arnd & minisnm of 35 feat of
asphaltic concrete pavement. 5anitary sewers are installed
except on the east side between S.W. l3th Street and Coral Way.
In keeping with the residential vature of this area, the new
Cicy of Miami Fire Station, located on 1l3th Street, was con-
structed to resemble a hone rather than & Fire Station.

North of S.W. 8cth Street (SR 20), 12th Avenue is partly
recidential and poartly commercial. It remains so until it
reaches N.W. Jth Street. There are positive |£nrn drainage,
sanitary sewers, good asphaltic concrete pavemeut and adequate
lighting. This segwent of the street ls used heavily by normal
traffic and becomes highly congeated during events at the

Orange BoWwl.
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The existing 4~-lane bascule bridge over the Miami
River is in excaellent conditlon and has the highest vercichl clear-
ance of any City-owned bridge. The great volume of traffic using
the bridge has created a problem at the N.%W. 7th Street inter-
section, A right-turn lane has now been constructed by the
Clty at N.W. /th Street for southbound traffic leaving the
bridge and wishing te tura westbound. The necessary right-of-"
way was obtained by condemmation.

Morth of the River, the Civie Center is hist:te& by
12th Avenue. Froe N.¥. 1lth te N.W. 20ch Streats, this a;tery
w8 constructed Dy the State Koad Deperocent ovut of Secondary
Road Funds. It was bullt on a 100-fuoe right-of-way which
included curb, gutter, twin 30-foot asphaltic concrete pave-

mants divided by a median strip, and a bridge over Wagner Creek.

The City of Mimml installed sanitary sewers and white-
way lighting to serve proposed faciliciss that are now becoming
realicles. In this area are the Municipal Justice Bullding of
the Cily of Mlami, the State Agency Building, Jackson Memorial
Hospital, City of Mian! Incinerator No. 1, and the Department
of Fublie Service's Property Haintemance Shops. The entire
Area has many other civie and wadical facilities and similar

structures are plamned for the unoccupied land remaining.
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This will generace wuch mwore traffic than 1z now using 12th
Avenue.

The greatest nead for improvemant i{g north of N.W.
20ch Scremt. The public wmarket section lies between N.W. 20th
and 23rd Screets and s the [ocal point of wany trucks which
daily serve this area. There are no Aidewalks and several
buildings encroach on the exlsting 60-foot right-of=way. Should
the streei Le widened in this area, these bulildings will have to
be cut back, making acquisicion of right-of-way expensive. The
pavemeni is in poor condition and consiats of asphalc, sand I..nd
oll, and some Portlend cement conerete. Some iuprovemnentC was
mpde in this ares when positive sLorm Scwers wero construced
ag part of Braddock Storu Sewer District.

The pavement narrowe at 23rd Streec, just north of
the Seaboard Alrline Kallway tracks. Here ls a narrow sand
and oi1l, 20-foot wide surface, often cut of grade and showing
base fallure. Conditions similar to this extend as far morth
as N.W. 6lpd Street. There is pno positive grﬂinlgi._.hlthnush
@ few local drainage nén::t.ures have been built, there is often
ponding in wet weather. North of 23rd Street the character of
the area changss froo commercial to generally residential,

except at the major intersections where there 13 a return to
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business use fcr about a block on each side of the intersection.
Existing right-cfi-wa; on this segment varies from 45-Foot to
wore then 70-foot in width.

From N.W. 62nd Street to the City limits at 71st Street
there is 120 fcot of right-of-way but only 24 feet of pavement.
Gmld asphaltic concrete pavement cccupies the eastern half of
the right-cf-way. There i3 a service road several feet west of
the waln route. This supplement serves the Libercy Square
Housing Project of the Miawl Housing Authority. Twelfch Avenue
dead-ends ac N.W. 7lst Street, and for the wost part accommodates
only 1‘;‘:‘{1 traffic ia this Negro residential ssction.

The City of llawi had plans to rebuild 12th Avenue Frow
N.W. 2Xvd to H.¥. 62nd Streecs. Toe project was designated
Highway Improvement District H-4167, and consisted of rebuilding
with 24-foot asphaltic concrete pavement, local drainage, and
bus pullouts where needed. Plans were drawm but the State
.Rud Departwent signified its intention of rebullding 12th Avenue
on & full width bﬂﬂ.’l.ﬁ.t to N.W. 79th Streec out of State Road
Lepartment Secondary Funds. The Right-cf-liay Section began
acquiring right-of-way for the State project. However, deeds
were refurned to the propertiy owners when no action was taken

by the Sctate Road Department.
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3ince then, nothing further has happened, although Dade
County intended toc rebulld 12th Avenue from N.W. 2ULh To N.W.
4lst Streets on an 80-fcot right-of-way. It was designated
an Alrport Tollway support street and was part of its proposed
5100 wmillion Bond Issua. The estimated cuntéaf rebuilding was
51 million but the program was never presented to the voters.

The City of Mlami remscadawmized 12th Avenue from N.W.
b2nd tc N.W. 7lst Streets as a part of Distriect H-4110. It
W& s an assessable project which greatly aided the street in
the Liberty City MNegro aras. The reszidents of 12th Avenue
generally do not approve of plans making 12th Averue &8 fully
devaloped artery because they fear the neighborhood will be
disrupted and property valuea will decline. However, they will
probably favor a program by any govermmant agency which will
not result in any assessment. This is evidenced by the fact
that they were willing tv deed land to the Stata in return
for no assessment.

Zoned width on 12th Avenue vary from 70 feet to 100
feat. The extreme southern section is zoned Bl feet, Chen
varies between 73, 70, 100 aad back to 70 Eeet. Some right-
of-way may be obtaimed by dedication if wo asscssment will

be levied on the adjaceat property cwners. There are parcels

that will have to be purchased where buildings encroach.
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The Expressway 3yscem affects 1Zth Avenuz in the vici-
nity vf N.W. 38th Street. The 36th Street Tollway joins the
Jbth Street interchange at 12th Avenue. Thru traffic is
carried over llth Avenuse, btut there will oe accees to the Ex-
presaway frow 12th Avenue. A future proposed East-West Express-
way will bridge 12th Avenue ic the Civic Center section. An
interchange will be provided but its exact nature and location
are now known at this time.

There are no sanitary sewers north of 36th Street.
Adequate straet lighting sheuld be installed the entire length A
of the street, if it ls ever rebulit on & L[ull wldch basia,
Positiva drainage is also necz2asary, snd 1s usualiy included
by .the State io its rebuilding projecta. There is very lictle
possibility that the City will now undercake the reconstructioan

of 12th Avenue., The city sbould construct sanitary sewers

prior to construetion 1f other agencies rebuild 1ZIch Avenue.
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STREET STORY

17TH AVEHUE FROM DIXIE HIGHWAY TO N.W. 715T STREET

17ch Avenue ig @ midtown conneciing route between
five State 'lighways: Dixie Highway (S.R. 5), S5.W. 8ch Street
(5.k. 20), N.W. 3bcth street (5.R. 25), N.W. 54th Street (5S.R.
25-A), and N.W. 79ta Street (3.R. 828). It has nlua&a been
an igportant northe-south artery on both sides of the Miami
River.

The major bottleneck on 1l7th Avenue lies between
F{agler 5treet and North River Drive. Even though thare is
a bridge over the Mismi River, there is wo direct route be-
tween the Bridge and Flagler Street. Through a routing
scheme, traffic has access to tha srldge by way of N.W. 1loCth
and 17th fvenues gouth of N.W. 7th Street and ;EH. 17ch Avenue
and %.H. 17th Court north of 7th Street. Although thls
plan wakes use of one-way coupletfs, it is not the wost de-
girable arrangement because of the mmerous jogs.

sw g™

Frowm Dizie Highway to E=Sfwr Streel, remacadamizing

nas improved the original sheec asphalt paveouwent. There is

now 30 feet of excellent asphaltic coacrete pavament. Curb

and gutter is in place in sowe sectioms. NNo sanitary sewers
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have been installed Enuth of Coral Way. Right-of-way in this
residential porticn, from Dixie Highway to Sth Street, remains «
élmcet a conscant 60 feer., The street is constructed te resi-
dential standards south of 8th Streec and to primary standards
from Bth Street to Flagler Street.

The paverent is tec narrow in the block betwesn Flagler
and 5.W. lat Streets for the smount of traffic turning off Flagler
Street and/or headed norch. Complicated striping schemes have
provided some relief at this intersection, hut the traffic con-
gestion remains.

loch Avenue, which pairs with 17th Avenue from 5.%. 8th
Street to HN.W. 7th Strest, has been reconatructed to its Fuil
50-foot width. Traffic is heaviest frowm §.W. lst te N.W. 7th

fﬁtr&uta. Reconstruction of L&th Avaﬁue alsc aided the circula-
tion of traffic in the viclunity of the Orangs Bowl. Northbound
vehicles use Ll6th Avenue; L7th Aveuue is restricted to south-
bound vehicles.

L7th Avenue frﬁn Flagler Street tc N.W. 3rd Streer is
pavaed with rock asphalt which ls in poor comdition; 25-foot
right-of-way is too parrow to justify rahﬂilding or remacadamizing
on that basis. Widening thisg section uuufd require acquisition

of right-of-way the entire distance. Cutting back several
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encroaching buildings would further add to right-of-way expend-
iftures. From N.W. 3rd to N.W. 7th S5treets, asphalcic concrete
pavement 24 [eet wide serves two lanes of southbound craffic.
The right-of-way widens co 50 feet in this section. The City
om{s 4 large tract of land abutting 17th Avenue between N.W.
4tch and 5th Streets. This 1is the location of a motor vehicle
inspection station; during Orange Bowl events, the land 1s

used as & revenue-producing parking lot. 8Both l&6th and 1l7th
Avenues are ebutted primarily by residential property between
Flagler and 7ch Streets.

Yorthbound traffic is forced to makd a 350-foot jog
along H.W. 7 Street frow l6ch Avenue to 17chh Avenuve Lo order
to make a final approaca te the bridge. 3outhbound traffic
leaving the bridge must make a 15U-foot jog from 17th Court
to 17th Avenue along N.W. 7th Strest. Both N.W. 17th Avenue
and N.W. 17th Court were recently rebuilt by the Cicy of Miami
as part of Highway Luprovement Distrilet H-4066, Pifty feet
of right-of-way was utillzad for 17ch Avenua and 40 feet for
17¢th Court. Both now have permanent aaphaltic concrete pave-
ment, sldewalk, curb and gutter, and positive storm drainage.
This pair of streets traverses a residential sectlon. These

two branches of 17th Avenue foin just south of the bridge cn a
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70-foot right-of-way. Traffic merges or diverges on the
south hr_idge ramp.

From the bridge Lo N.w. Tth Street, ijth Avenus has
no apecial zcned width. South of 7th Street, 17th Avenua has
& zoned with of 70 feet to Dixle Highway; north of the
Bilver, 17th Avenue has a zoned width of 70 Feect.

The Frnpuaud East-West Expressway is scheduled to
pasa over lJch Avenue at the point where the street branches
out south of the Kiver. As proposed, there will be no access
to the Expressway £rom 17ch Avenua,

There 15 a sharp contrast betwaen residencial 17th
fvenue sovih of the Fiver, and coumercial 1l/ta Avenua north
of the River to the City limits at 7lst Street., FPreseatly,
l/ch Avenue is abutted from the River to the City limits
dlmost axclusively hybusiness establishments. [Included in
tuls stretch are the Allapatiah Business District and the
Liberty Cicty Hegrﬁ arz2a. There 13 sidewalk, curb, gutter, and
ﬁsfut of badly cracked shect asphalt pavement from che River
to N.W. 38cth Street; Sanitery Sewers and some local drainage
structures have been installed.

Mortn of 38th 3Street, the roadway was built teo

serve residential uses, but serves a coumercial area. There
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is 30 feet of poor sheet asphalt pavement, badly :rlnkéd.
There is no positive dralnage, and local drainage structures
have not proven adequate. Jidewalk has been comstructed on
both sides almost to the north City limits. There is no
curb or gutter but only 2 concrete header which borders both
gide=x of the pavement to N.VW, 62nd Street. Several years ago
the City of Miaml remacadamized the seguent between N.W. 54th
and N.W. 52nd Streets. Asphaltic concrete wig placed over
the existing sheet asphalt but cihe E%Ifﬂ:ﬂ is cracking in the
Same patteru now as the original pattern of the shest asphalc.
The last stratch of N.%. 17th Aveaue in the City, Erowm N.VW.
bdnd to N.wW. 7lst Streeis is an leportant thorcughfare for
the Liberty City Megro Section bul it & pea rock surface ﬁ;
poor conditicn. It is out of grade with base failure and
drainage problems.

There have been mmerous plans to wake 17th Avenue
a part of a one-way palr of streets, utilizing such other north-
south streets as l6th Avenus south of the River, H.W. 18th :
Avenue or N.W. 19th Avenve north of the River. Construction
of the 36th Street Tollway Las almost ended all possibilicy
of such plans because 13th and 17th Avenues &re now blocked

muchn
off. The Right-of-Way Section has obtaived west of the
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necessary JU-foot right-of-way north of the Eiver ,with-enly

& fewgus ll-pareslsremaining. This was done when the State
koad Department included 17th Avenue in its secondary road
program for 1958-35, to be rebuilt from ¥.W. 28th to N.W. 79th
Streets. Presently, it seems that either Dade County or the
State Road Department should rebuild 17th Avenue because such °
& program is of & County-wlde scope and Funds should come

from gas tax money., The present bascule bridge over the

hl;mi River is i{n adequate conditifon, and has ona of the
highest verticsl clesrances of any Ciiy-owned bridge. It

ig not ancicipated that replacement of the bridge is neaded,
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STREET STORY

N.W. 20TH STREET

Horth 20cth Street ls & najor eaat-west arterial cross-
ing the City frouN.E. 2Znd Averua to the City limits at N.Y.
27th Avenue. It was the first thru east-west street constructed
north aof the Miami River. Long ago, the capacicy of its maxi-
mum 36-foot pavesment was reached. One trip on 20th Street
would convince anycne of the vnecessity of its improvement.
Driving is hazardous in the exiating 9=-foot lanes. Heravy trucks
serving the icdustrisl areas abuttling Z0cth Street erowd other
vahicles tha entire length 0L Chz sCreat.

Fresently, this street between K.W. 7th Avenue and
27cth Avenue iz one of the few in Miawi constructed with
Portland cewent concrete. This was done over thirty years
ago aud che eastern porcion is still in good comditiocn.

However, base failure 13 evident near the western extremity,
and asphaltic concrete has been placed over the original pave-
ment, Because the Portland cement pavement was only 30 feet
wide, the Department of Public Service increased the width by
adding three feet of asphaltic concrete pavement to esach side
of the existing pavement. This is only a temporary measure

of taliéf and is insifeccive at the N.W. 17th Avenua Iintersection
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where there are several encrosachments. ‘

The intersection of N.W. 20th Street, N.W. 27th Avenue,
and N.W. Nerth River Drive is the most congested in ths City.
Heavy craffic convergees from four directious, taxing the exist-
ing facilities te their limit. Electronic control of the inter-
section has aided,but not solved the problem., A grade separa-
tion here would be the most effective means of eliminating
the congestion, but is a costly remedvy, [n the past, there
hwad been talk cf a highway follewing the morth bank of the
Miawl River, conmecting downtown Miami with the Miami Airport.
it was to be called the Riverside Thruway and was to intersect
20zh Street at 27th Avenue. Flans were shelved, but in the
future it wight beccwe a realyt. A grade separation would be
reguired,

Between 23rd and 25th Avenues on the south side of
the street, the City of Miaml owns Gerry Curtis Park, developed
early in the 1950"s. Farther east, between N.W. l4th and 10th
Avenues, are other Clty-owned tracts, known as the "20rh Street
Properties.” Here is located the Department of Public Service,
Iroperiy Maintensnce Building, INcinerateor No. 1, and the

Clcy Auto Pound.
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The City of Miami is one of the heaviest users of
20ch Street. City-owned vebicles of all types are continuelly
arriving and departing from the 20cth Streei Properties.

This street ils 2ls0 a4 wmain access road to the rapldly
developing Civic Center locataed south of 20th Street between
M.W. 10th and l4th Avenues. Hospitals, goverment bulldingas,
gnd scheoolas in this ar=a are served by Z0Enh 3treet.

This section of 2ZUth Streat has sanitary sewers.
Positive drainage is not aow available axcept at a4 few loca-
tions. There is sldewalk in =zpots but not completely on
Both sudes.

East of N.%W. 7th Avenue to N.W. 2od Avenue there is
36 feet of good asphaltlc concrele pavement. Sidewalk, curb
and gutter, storm &nd sanltary sewers Lave already been pro-
vided so that the main shortcoming is the narrow pavement.
Miscellanecus mall business establishments and old frame
houses abutt cthe street slong here. 4

From N.VW. 2nd Avenue to N.F. 2nd Avenue, light
industries line 20th Street. Most of the struclures encroach
into the 70=-foot zoned width and will wmake acquisition of
rignt-of-way costly. There are twoc severe jogs In the align-

ment of 20th Straet. One Is at N.W. 2nd Avenue and the other
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at Ncrth Mismi Avenue. The City purchased proparty in order
to partially elininate cthe jog at N.W. Zad Avenue, but the
Miami Avenue intersection needs improvements. Just east ;f
Miami Avenue is che Florida East Coast Railwav right-of-way.
Trains using the many sets of track often act as a barricade
délaying traffic for long pericdsof time. Eetween Miami Avanue
and N.E. 2nd Avenue, where 20th Street terminAtes as an arterlal,
the pavement nerrows Lo less than 36 feet. There are soma nlé
dwellings and light industries in thls section. Obtaining
sufficlent right-cf-way here will also prove tc be expensive.

For méany years, 20th Screet has been under consideratiom
for luprovement. In 1950 the City of Miawi drew up preliminary
pians for the State Road Department to widen 20th Street to a
zoned width of 70 feet. This was possible because 20th Street
could be included in the State Privary System., However, no
acticn was taken on 20th Street, althovgh right-of-wav acquisi-
tion was begun by the City of Mismi. When Nade County zoned
the street 100 feer, this was stopped. Because the right-of-
way f0v tha strezel varied oetwedn 35 and JU feet, the Clty did
ot nave the funds te expand to 10U feat. No ioprovements are

expected on 20th Street in the near future.
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The coming North-South Expressway will effect 20th
Street primarily around 6th Avenue where tratffic will have an
entrance to the Expressway. N.W. 6th Avenue will be rebuilt
from N.¥W. 29ch te N.W. 20ch Streets and feed traffic to the
Expressway. Uhen the Morth-South Expressway is contimged
south, it will be carried over 20th Street on a land bridge.
Egress and ingress tc the Expressuay will be possible from
20th Street,

Dade County included the rebulilding of 20th Street
from North Miami Avenue te MN.W.. 27th Avenue in its 1959 pro-
posed 5100 willion Bond Program. The estimated cost of con-
struction of 20ch 5treet on 110 foot right-of-way wasd
51,700,000, but this program was never presented to the
voters. The street is in need of ifmprovement. It is unlike-
ly cthe Cicy will uvandertake a cajor profect such as this.
However, becter street lighting could be installed the entire
leagch of 20th Srreet by the City. 1t would dacrease the driv-
ing hazard on this narrow street at uight end could also help
iu the Negro section where the crime rate ie high. The pres-

ent lighting is inadequate for arterlal use.
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STREET STORY

22ND AVENUE FROM SOUTH DIXIC HICHWAY
T0 CITY LIMITS AT MWORTH 38TH STREET

Ioprovemant ¢f 22nd Avenue has long been under conaid-
eration in order to relieve traffic from now overcrowded 1l7th
Avenue and 27th Avenue. When N.W. 27th Avenue was coupleted,
few people reallized that lts ecapacity would be reached in so
short a time. Now another Morth-South arterial route is neces-
sary to relieve this congestion.

Some traffic plans are based upon developing 37th
Avenue and 22nd fvenue teo rellave Z/7th Avenue.

The clogest and most discussed route is 27nd Avenue,
However, there is one major drawback. At this tlme, there is
no bridge crossing the Miamil River at 22nd AUEnue. GnnstrEFtinn
of a bridge and widening of the street would provide a north-
south artery from Dixle Highway (S5.R. 53) to the North City
limits at N.i. 38th Streect, just south of the 36th Street
Tellway (3.R. 23).

The City of Miami, realizing the need for another
artery, prepared a right-of-way sap which wag turned over to
the Scate Road Department. It plotted reconstrucctlon of 22nd

Avenue ocn a 70-foot right-of-way, but the State failed to
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proceed with the project. However, Dade County recoumended that
22ad Avenue be included in the State Road Department Frimary
Road Comstruction Program for 19556-59. Alsc included was a
bridge over the Miawi River. The entire project was later
removed from the budget sc that funds could be used to improve
other streets. It was suggested by the Miaml City Commissiom
that Z2nd Avenue be given a higher priority that it presently
holds.

Some opposition to the improvement of 22nd Avenue has
cowe from adjmcent groperty owners of the residential areas abut-
ting 22nd Avenue. Pearing thac their quisc ne ighborhood would
becowe congesced with traffic siwilar to 27th Avenue, the
property owners have opposed plans for improvement of 22nd
Avenue and construction of & bridge. At one time a toll bridge
over Miami was proposed. Proponenta of the plan prepared a
tentative feasibility study which indicated the construction
of a toll bridge across the Miami River might be sound financially.

Presently 22nd Avenuz is zoned 80 feet its entire :
length, but any rebuilding will rrobably be on a 70-foot basis,
The Right-of-Wsy Section has been highly successful in cbraining
right-of-way be dedication. Of the almost 400 parcels that

were needed for the project only 67 remained undedicated,

23-2




primarily because of building alcerations which would be neces-
sary. The approaches to the proposed 22nd Avenue Bridge "across
the Miami River should be constructed on an 80-Foot basis, but
the remainder of the street should be constructed to high urban
standards with sidewalk, curb, gutter, positive aterm drainage,
whicte-way lighting, and 57-foot asphaltic concrece pavement,
in a 70-foot right-of-way,

The pavement on S.W. 22nd Avenue in the resldential
aection frow Nixie Highway to <.W., 8th Street isg a pea ?uck,
cut-ct-grade type with an average width of 30 feet, There are
sldewalks wost of the way and scme curb and sutter in the more
highly developed residential seccions south of Coxal Way.
Positive storm drainage facilities are gerved by & covered
diteh from 5.9/, 19th Street south to Biscayne Bay, underlying
the center line of 22nd Avenue. At S.W. 19th Street there is
2 sanitary sewer Puwp Station adjacent to Shenandosh Pool and
rarlk, cwned by the City of Miami. Silver Crest Sanitary Sewer
District extends south to Coral Way. The coustruccicn of sani-
tary sewers from Coral Way to Dixle Highway under future G.0O.
Bond Programs may be many years in the future,

At Taniaml Trail (S5.R. 90), 22nd Avenue assumes @
nore commercial nature and the pavement is 25 [eer of fair

asphaltic concrete which extends to Flagler Street. Sanitary
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sewers have nct been lustalled in this sectlion but will be #
eventually constructed as part of Bryanc Sanitary ﬂiﬂer Im-
provement District, lm our G.0. Bond Program.

From Flagler Street to N.W. llth Street there is pea
rock pavement. This 1s an old residential section. At N.W.
11th Street, the approach ramps ¢f the new bridge over the South
Fork of the Miawmi River were comnstructed by the City of Miami
of asphaltic concrete pavement. The bridge flcoor is Portland
cewnent concrete; although presently two lanes wide, it was
dealgned Lor future expansion teo four lanas. Thls bridge re-
placed the diiapidated nnenlénu bridge which [ormerly existed.
The old bridge was undermined by the Houvston Gas Corporation
during che installacivn of its gus transwmisgion pain on N.W.
22nd Averue. Funds for Che new bridge partially came Ern:n the
Houston Corporation. The remaining 751 was put up by the Cicy.
Needed in this area are sanitary sewers from Flagler Street
to the River,

N.W. 2Ind Avenue abruptly ande at N.%W. l4th Street.
Prom N.W. l4th Screet to the Miawi River, a distance of abﬂuE
six hundred feet, warine lnterests abut the right-of-way of
22nd Avenue. The approach ramps to the bridge will necessitate

the acquisition of 80-foot right-of-way. 1f the bridge is
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constructed, the approach rawps con the oppoesite sida of thae

River will be the seme width., The proposed bridge should be
a high level bascule providing at least six lanes of craffie.
Ncrth of the River, sand and oil pavement forms the

surface of 2Ind Averue to H.W. 20th Street. There are sanitary
sawers, but no positive storm drainage in this residential area.
From N.W. 20ch Street worth cto N.W. 36th Street, the Department
cf Publlic Service recently surfaced 22nd fvenue with pea rock,
This treatment 18 not hignhly desirable, and the pavement (s
still out of grade. It has proven to be unly a temporary aid.

. In the renaining two blecks In the City limits from
H.W. 3b6th Street (S5.F. 23) tc H.W. 38th Street, there is a
J0-Loot wide sand and oil pavenent in fair condition. These
two blocks are wmostly in cowmercial use. The 36th Street
Tollway will discharge trafiic onto 220d Avenue just north of
the City limits at 38th Street. Im 1959 Dade County included
the rebullding of 22nd Avenue from RK.W. 28th co N.W. 46ch
Street: in a proposed highway program. It was planned on an
8l-foot right-of-way, providing four lanes at an estimated cost
of $400,000. However, this bond lssue was never presented to
the voters. Substantial improvements must be made to 22nd
Avenue if it 1s to adequately carry traffic to and from the

Joch Street Tollway.
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The Houston Corpora&tion constructed the transmission
gas main in che 22nd Avenue right-cf-way from S.W. 9th Street
across the Miami River to M.W. 23th Street and provided a few
additional feet of paving above its trench.

Adequate street lighting should be inmstalled 1f Zind
Avenue is properly developad.

Sanitary Sewars are needed from K.W. 33rd to N.W.
38th Streets. These will have to be coanstrucced under a future
G.0. Bond program.

The proposed EastsWest Expressway will cross Znd
Avenue in the vieinity of M.w. llth streer, but its exact
location iz not knuwn., The proposedDixie Expressway will

eventually overpass 2Ind Avenue,
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27TH AVERUE FROM MW 39TH STREET
TO SOUTH BAYSHORE DRIVE ¢

In 1954 the State Road Department completed reconstruc-
tion of West 27th Avenue, (3.R. 9} Ffrow Opa Locka to South Dixie
Highway (State Road 5). 1t was constructed within Miami on a
100=-foot right-of-way, to high urban standards. Included in
this right-of-vay were aldewsllc, gulter and curb, dual 30-foot
asphaltic concrote pavewenis separated by a median strip, and
positive drainage. New bridges were built acrogs the Tawmiami
Canal and Comifcrt Cenal and the ramps to the bascule brldge
crogsing the Hiami Piver wole wihdened, Howevar, Chere. wa3d no
additional improvewent to the existlng bridge. Tae bridge still
ig in excellent condition, although it can only accommodate 4
lanes of traffiec. 1Iu the course of constructicon the City of
Mliawi installed sanitary sewers and white-yay lightiog as is
customdery on State Road Department projects,

tresencly 27th Avenue has reséched its capacity. It
ras only bacome a better place for traffle congestion and during
peatk hours does pot nove traffic rapldly. Thls is true especially
near the NW 20th Street intersection, which is the most congested X |

{n the City. Electronic signalizacion has alded, but has failed %



P -

to solve the probles: completely. On the Miawl River br:idgu,.
traffic is foreced into two narrow lanes in each directiom,
cresating a bottleneck which backs up vehicles wany blocks on
each side of the river. TIartial relief could be obtained by
widening the bridge. It iz waintained by the State Road De-
partment along with the rest of the road, which is part of
tha State primary system. Funds for such an '.F.mp.tl:vmni!. st
come out of gasoline tax money.

A3 showm on the Wilbur Smith plan, the proposed East-
West Expressway will cross 27th ivenve between MW lith Street
and W 13th Street. Thora will be epvess and ingress for this
Expressway ab 27th Avenue. The proposad future Dixie Expressway
wiil overpass 2jth Avenue. Trafflc will have no access to the
proposed Dixie Expressway at 27th Avenue, but will vtilize 5w
29th Avenuc instead.

south of Dixie Highway, 27th Avenus is becoming in-
creasingly important; it is In deplorsble condition. Increased
civie and recreational Eacilities at r:rl:merill’.ey act as a genera-
tor for traffic on this section of 27th Avemue. The City of
Miami offices at Dinmer Hey and the Coconut Grove business ceater
also generate an increasing amount of traffic. At peak huufrs
27cth Avenue is usad far beyond its design capacity for this

Sectlion.
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The present pavement is pearock, less than 30 feet
wide; there are no sidewalks. It is ocut-of-gradae, and in
poor condition, and lacks & positive drailnage system., Beneath
the pavement is a storn drainage trench whieh serves asz an
outfall for the State Road Department drainage systems on 27th
Avenue and Dixie Highway. "

The street has a zomed width of 100 feet, but the
actusl right-of-way lLine ias very irregular. Through the years,
the City has acquired a few parcels on 2 100-foot basis. This
street goes through a portion of Coconut Grove originally lines
by trees and old iwmes. There ig resistance to change in zon- -
ing, but wulti-unit apartients are rapldly being constructed
wherever land is available.

South of Dixie Highway this artery should be recon-
structed on a 100-foot basis, or if that {s not possible, at
least on a /O-foot right-of-way with 57 foot of permanent
pavewent. The Dixie, Bird and South Bayshore Drive intersections
ghould be suitably channelized. Before any reconscruction is
started, sanitary sewers should be installed to avoid opening
the pavement after the atreet is rebuilt. This is necessary
because Cocomut Grove way not have sanicary sewers for many
years. A positive storm sewar system is feasible because of

the storm (tench now existing.




Residents in thisz arva wmay be against an 1mpfuuem¢u:
oi thie type. DNot only would this change the nature of tha
street, but it would result in & high assessment for adjacent
proparty owners. Widening to 100 feet would require the re-
moval of several building fronts whieh now encroaeh. Naver-
theless this actery definitely should be improved to provide
a swooth flow of traffic from Dixie Highway to Dinner Key and

downtown Coconut Srove.
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STREET STORY

MORTH ZBTH STREET FROM N.W. JTH AVENUE TO N.W. 27TH AVENUE

N.W. 28th jtreet ig &4 minor east-west artery ranning
from H.W. 7th Avenue to N.W. North River Drive. It is rapidly
increasing in importance as the two nearcst east-west arteries,
N.W. 20th Street and N.W. 36th Street, become overtaxed.
Eevaral years ago the need for improving 18th Street became
evident. Requests from motorists, treffic analysts, police,
engineesrs, and others proupted an investigacion by the Depart-
ment of Engincering.

The street was investigated (rom N.W. 5th Avenue to
the City liwics ac N.¥W. 27th Avenue. It was found to have
narrow, out-cf-grade, 20-fooc sand and oil pavement witch base
fajilure showing throughout. Htorn dralnage was lacking and
the street had & washboard agppearance. 1t was agreed that -
action waz necessary with the wost pressing need on thae
segwent [rom N.W. 27ch Avenue to N.W. l/th Avenue. East of
‘thia, emphagis should have been placed on N.W. 29th Street
which is a through street all the way to N.E. Znd Avanue.

In addicion, future eonstruction for sanitary sewers in Braddock
and Lincoln Diatricts ruled out the possibility of rebuilding

the section of 2Ecth Street from H.VW. 17th o H.W. 5th Avenues.
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Flans for rebuilding N.W. 28th Screet from 27th to
17th Avenues were drawn and the project was designated Highway "
Izprovement District H-4065. The street was to be rebuilt
with 24-foot asgphaltic concrete pavement, grassed valley gutters,
and local drainage structures where necessary. Two problams
caused the Diastrict to be rescinded aficer bids had beer re-
celved.

The poor subsoll condition in this area resulted in
engineering compllcations wnich raised the estimated cost of
construction. The low bid was $86,000, & figure that would
have led te a high assessacut for adjecent property owners,
wiw objected strencusly.

North 23th Street alsuv traverses an old, eacablished,
residential neighborhood. Schools and playgrounds are close
by. Regldauce feared for the safety of their children if
28cth Screet were to becoue a wajor through streot.

For these Cwo reasouns, abutting property owners objected
strongly and the District wasz rescinded. No further action has
been taken om 2Bth Street. Traffic has steadily increased and
the condition of the street is getting worse.

| Presently, N.¥W. 28th Street has a zoned wideth of 70
feet; the right-of-way is available almost chroughout. Sida-

walks are bullt practically the whole length of 28th Street on
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thig 70=-foot basis. Commercial interests are located at the
malor imterseccions, but the remainder of the street is wostly
regldentisal., An exception to this 1s the property nade County
owns abutting 28th Street between N.W. 7th and LO0th Avenues.

The pade County Armory, Yough Hall and Court, and the Hurses
Home are located on this tract. At 23rd Street, om NH.W. loth
Avenue, 1s & City of Miami owned structure, Mismi Stadiwa.

It can be seen that N.W. 28th Street is increasing in importance
as an access road to these civic facllities.

Homes ypredominate on 29th Street most of the remainiog
disgtance, to N.W. 27th Avenue but there are Lwo blocks on each
gide of 17th Avenue in which there are some business facilities.
At 18th Avenue, the YMCA pool and playground are located on
the north side of the street.

Here is the beginuing of Wagner Creek. Thie Creek
drains the muck land which underlies 28th Street in this area.
The whole section wes once 8 farming ares and is very unsuitable
for highway construction. Om the land becween 18th and 19th
Avemues, once occupied by a flower nursery, the Miaxi Housing
Authority will comstruct a low-rent housing project. In this
stretch of 28th Street there is an avenue of royal palus on

both sides of the street. Wwest of here, the streel is abutted
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by residential dwellings.

: Some transiticon should be made between N.W. Z28cth
Street and 29th Street in the vicinity of 17th Avenues, as 29th
Street is a nejor thru street which continues to N.E. 2nd Avenue.
However, N.W. 17cth Avenue should pot be utilized for this pur-
pose because of the leftr turn problems involved.

Sanitary sewers are practically complete on Zgth
Street with the exception of a few blocks between K.W. 17th and
N.W. Zlst Avenues and between N.VW, 25th and N.W. Z7th Avenues.
It iz hoped that sewers will be constructed in these areas be-
fore any future highwsey rebuilding proprams, im order to prawveat
opening of the pavement to install new sewers. There are no
storn sewers on Z3th Streelt; a positive storm gewer sysiem
may be feapible with an outfall to Wagner Creek. HMinor con=-
struction has taken place between 25th and 27th Avenues where
a vight-turn lane was constructed. The Houston Corporation
constructed a transmission gas main under N.W. 28th Street
from 22nd to Z7th Avenues. In doing so, the street was widened
with a strip of asphalt several feet wide over the main. How-

ever, this has not made &n appreclable difference in the capacity

of 28th Street.
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This entire street should be rebuilt. The mature of
the subscil on 2Bth Street makes reconstruction costly.

East of K.¥W. 7th Aveaue to 5ch Avenue, the exact status ;
of 28th Street is unknown at this time because of the ﬂcrth-
South Expressway. Vhnen the Expregsway is continued south it
may overpass Z8th Street or 28th Street may dead-end in the

vieinity of oth Avenue. This will be decided at a later date,
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SIREET STORY

NORTH 29TH STREFT FROM N.E. 21D AVENUE TO N.W, 18TH AVENUE

Completion of the Nurth-South Expressway and 36th
Etr‘Lt interchange which cerminates at H.W. 29th Street between
N.W. 6th and N.¥W. Tth Avenues, will place a great burdenm on
North 29th Street. The Expressway will feed trafflec directly
to N.W. 29cth Street making it 3 connector te north-scuth
artorials such as WN.W. 7th “venue, North Miami Avenue and
N.E. &nd Avenue, which Jead lnto downbown Miami. To aild 29th
Street and to support the Expressway, N.U. 6th Avenua should
be rebuilt from N.W. 29th to H.W. 20ch Streets. :

rresently North 29th Street is constructed from N.E.
ind Avenue tc N.W. 17cth Avenue un an 50-foot right-of-way.
It extends one block further to N.W. 1HEth Avenue where it
terminates. In this Llock the right-of-way is only 50 feet
wide. East of N.E. 2nd Avenue it extends to Rlscayne Bay,
but here the right-of-way narrows to 55 feet, with a jeg in
the center lines at N.E. Znd Avenue.

The wost heavily used part of 20th Street lies wichin
the limits of the 80-foot right-of-way. On this right-of-way

Chere is sidewalk with cwrb and gutter from N.:E. 2nd to H.W.
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7th Avenuase. Although this is the most highly developed section
of the street, it has 537 feet of badly cracked shest asphalt
puvemant which was constructed years ago. There is ;idnhilk
west of N.W,. 7th Avenue to N.W. l7th Avenue, but the 20 feat

of sand and 0il pavement is out of grade and in poer condition.
The width of the street is sufficlent to handle the expected
iiLtnlln in trafiic east of W.W. 7th Avenue, but the pavement
sust be improved. The surface of Z9th Street west of Jth Avenue
is so bad that Dade County had originally plannad to rebuild
this part as a support street for the Horth-South Expressway

at an estimated cost of $200,000. This was planned as part of

2 program financed by a 5100 wlllion bond issue.

This street has not been fully developed as a cotmuercial
therpughtfare although it is in & transition from raatdnntial to
commerclal at tha present time,

The Florida Fast Coast Railway hasg its waintenance
yard located north of 29th Street, occupying the tract of land
between N.W. 2%9ch and 36th Streets, and lving between N.E. 2nd
Avenue and Morth Miaml Avenue. The wany sets of tracks cressing
29th Street between North Miami Avenue and K.E. 2Ind Avenue are
part of the railway's marshalling yards. Motorists have many

long delays because of train wovemenlts In this area. The
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proposed relocation of the FPloride E2st Cocast Passenger Termioal
to this alte will place an added burdenm om 29th Street.

There are sanitary sewers on 29th Street as far west
as N.W. L7ch Avenue. 1If the street is reconstructed or improved
there would be no need for future openings of the pavement o
install sewers. 3Storm dralnage is needed on 29th Screet. Some
relief may be possible in the arca between N.W. 3th and W.W.
12th Avenues, which is a parc of the proposed Morris Fark Storm
Sewer District.

There is an axtremely bad dust condition cm 29th Sireet
west of N.¥W. 7th Avenue created by the ungrassed area between
the edge of pevement and the sidewalk. 1t iz In need of im-
mediate improvement, but should not be undertaken ucless the
whole street is reconstructed,

vest of N.W. 17th Avenue there should be a ccnnection
between Norch 29th Street and North 28th Stireet, 2 through
arterial all the way to N.F. North River Drive. These streets
should be joined 1ﬁ some wanner but N.W. 17th Avenue should
not be used as & connector becsuse of left turn problem in-
volved.

wWhen the North-South Expressway is continued souch

it will overpasa 29th Street. Possibly the 5State Road Department
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will improve the area from Z9th Street immiediately adjacent to
the Expressway terminus, but no further plans have been announced.
This street is in need of lmprovemeuc if it is to handle the
expected Increase in craffic generated by the Expressways and

the new Railroad Scation. The City could undertake a resurfacing
project on 29th Street from N.W. Jth Avenue tc M.E. 2nd Avenue
where Che existing sheet asphalt pavemenct 1s badly cracked. The
sand and oll pavement weat of K.W. 7th Avenue should definitely

be removed and an euntlrely new roadway built.
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STREET STORY
36TH STREET

36th Street has long been the wmain artery serving
Miaui International Alrport. For years, it was the only
through street to the old 36th Street Terminal and was heavily
utilized by eastbound and westhound vehlcles with either norch
and northeast Dade County or the Alrport as destinatlioms.

Many years ago, 36th 5treet reached its saturatiom
point, carrying cver 25,000 vehicles per day. Reécent completion
of the Julia Tuttle Causeway has added a greater burdem to 36th
Street, ziving Mianl Beach venicles a direet route to and [rom
Mime!l Internaticnal Ailrport. Soon, relief will be offered to
doth Street by the new expressway system. The 36th Streec
Tollway will be parallel to and approximately two blocks north
of 36th Ztreet. It will connect directly to the new airport
teruinal at #.W. 20th Street by turning south on Lejeune Road.

By the end of 1961 it is expected that this tollway
will be complete and in operation. It will extend from the
airport to N.V. 12th Avenue where it will join the 36th Street
Interchange of the Morth-3outh Expressway and will be 1inked
to the Julla Tuttle Causeway, providing a high speed route to

and from the Airport. The Tollway portion Ls being constructed
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for the Councy by the S.R.D. from bond funds based upou future
tolls and pledging secondary gas taxes

It 1s designated as S.R. 25, the seme designaticon 36th
Street mow bolds. The S0th Street interchange will give north
and southbound trafiic access to the Tollway and thence to the
Alrport. This vay relieve N.¥W. 36th Street of thousands of
veillcles 2 day and aid the movement cof traffic from the Alrport
to downtown Miami and Mlsml Beach. But 36th Street way still
be saturated by local! traffic.

The design of the 36th Street interchange makes re-
location of N,W. 36th Street nocessary between N.W. 6th Avenue
and N.W. /th Avenue., The center line of the screet will be
curved slightly south of its present location. Froperty along
N.W. 3b6th Street will be taken by the S5.K.D. for the interchange.

Although it iies within the Miswi City limits from
Biscayne Bay to N.W. 2ith Avenue, 36th Street is part of the
State primary system and also a Federal Ald route known as
U.5. 27. From Bilscayne Bay to Biscayna Boulevard, 3eth Streat
was rebulle, with a right of way width of 60 feet, by the
S.R.D. as a ramp for the Julia Tuttle Causeway, & part of

Incerstace Highway #95.
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An early plan, backed by the City of Miami, called for
Joth Street to be used with 35th Street as a cne-way pair from
Biscayne Bouleverd to N.W. North River Driva. This plan has
been postponed due to the advent of the expresswavs and nay
never be carried out. At the tine the plan was concaived, a
serious obstacle was the /.E.C. Railroad vards extending from
Jéth Street to 29th Street and lying between N.E. Znd Avenue
and N. Mismi Avenue. MNo decrease in importance is expected
of 36th Streec im this area because the pregent F.E.C. main-
tenance yard is scheduled to become the new location fer the
F.E.C. pagsenger Cterminal,

Through the vears, 36th Street has been paved with
several different surfaces. Originally ic had 45 feet of
snzet asphalt pavement from Biscayne Boulevard to W.W. 18th
Avenue. From L8th Avenue to the weet City limits at M.wW. 38th
Avenue, 1t was constructed in 1936 with 36 feet of portland
cement concrele pavement. Asphaltic concrete pavement has
been placed over zome of the sheet asphalt. The portland
cement concraete pavement le still in good conditionm.

Sldewalk, curb, and gutter were also constructed to
iﬂth Avenue, as part ﬁf the original improverent. Sidewalks

weal of LBth Avenue were constructed lacer by lacluding them
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in City of Miami sidewalk districts. There was a valley gutter
between the edge of the concrete pavement and the esldewalk;
dust conditione and drainage problems existed west of N.W. lBth
Avenue. To eliminate these annoyances and to provide more
parking facilities along 36cth Street, the valley gutters were
paved by the State with asphaltic concrete several years &go.
Thers is a positive storm sewer asystem existing west of 19th
Avenua to the City limits line. It was built by the State.

Ancther problew on 36th Street is the lack of positive
storm drainage between Miami Avenue and N.W. 19 Avenue. The
slightest rainfall creates ponds at alwost every lntersection.
Water occasionally stands two feet deep, creating traffic
nazards and flooding adjacent property. Merchants in this area
are constantly requesting ald, but this is a State road and
ralief will have tc¢ come from the S.R.D.

®arly in its history, l6th Street began to be developed
as a business street which led tc 2 solid line of business
establisiments of all types. Scarting out in the vicinity of
N.E. 2ud Avenue, in the little village of Buena Vista, 36th
Street developed westward to Allapattah at N.W. 17th Avenue.
From these two nuclel, growth spread further west, and creatien
and expansicn of the airport gave final impetus to the complete

coumercializing of 36ch Street.
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Although the west City liuits follow 27th Avenue
(5.R.¥9) from the Miami River to N.W. 38th Streec, in the
beundary there 1s a salient extending to N.W. 33th Avenue
whieh consists only of J6th screet itself and property 1/2
plock nortn and south of the right of way of the street,

Tais juts west from 27th Avanue and appears as a long finger
on the map of Miawmi., [t ls cerminated by the Seaboard Rail-
road right of way at N.¥W. 3th Avenue. Located south of N.W.
joth Screet on N.W. 37th Avenue, inside tne City limits of
this extension is the Miawl Jal Alai Fronton, oldest in the
countiy.

‘resently zoned 70 Laec, N.W. 36ch Street has 70
feet of right of way available wost of the distance west of
H.W. 2Z7th Avenue. East of 27th Avenue 80 feet of right of
way predominates.

The City of Miami owns a large tract cof land op the
north sida of 36th Street between K.W. 7th and 10th Avenues.
Fire Station Mo. 6 is located at the 7th Avenue intersectiaon
and a pumping station of the Water Department is at N.w. LOth
Avenue. Moore Park lies between these two structures.

Sanitary sewers are installed on 36th Street to N.W.
1%2th Avenue, Extension of these sewers westward to the Cicy

limics i3 not expected at an early date, due to finoneing

27-5



difficulties.

Better street lighting should a&lsc be installed.
Thera still will be 2 large amount of local traffic using
ibth Street, and high-intensity lighting would aid its appeal

as a business distriet.
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STREET STORY

37TH AVENUE (DOUGLAS RUAD) = Al2fazisls.
FROM INGRAHAM HICHWAY TO THE CLTY LIMITS AT MW ZOTH STREET

37th Avenue, comnmonly known as Douglas Road, is a morth-
south artery that has approximately six miles of its length
running thru the City of Miami. From S.W. 26Ch Terrace to
Flagler Street, the west half of the street ig im Coral Gables.
The character of the street uvndergoes many changes in its length
in the City.

Scarting at the iatersection of Park Avnnﬁe and i
Ingraham Highway, Douglas Road runs through one of the “ldﬁft
sections of Mismi, Cccomut Grove. The street is narrow and
without curb and gutter. Trees cverhang boch sides of the pave-
went in & residentisl area that hes resisted change for many
years. At the limits of the higher-class residential area at
Franklin Avenue, Douglas Rcad bacowes one of the main streets
of the Coconut Grove Negro District. [t econtinues through
this section to Dixie Highway. .

At this point Douglas becomwes a major north-south
arverial. A light industrial complex lines the few blocks from
Dixie Higbway to Bird Rcad. Then a residential area isa en-

counterad north of Dird Road te S.W. Zith Street, both in
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Miami and Coral Gables. Business cccuples the property om
Nouglas between S.W. Z4th Street and S.%. 20th Street. At

the entrance to Coral Gables on Miracle Mile and at the loca~
Cion of sears Departuwent Store, Dougles becoues & thoroughfare
fter one of the larger shopping districts in the County. North
of 5.W. 20th Street on the Miawi side, Douglas fronts a cow-
bination business &nd residential area. Residences predominace
oti the Coral Gables Slde.

AT 35.W. 8th Street (Tawlawi Trail), business is again
énenun:ur-d. North of 8th Street Ls a semi-rasidencial section
which ecrcsses Flagler Street and continues to N.u. 7th Street.

Two new developments at 7th Street ave acting as rraf-
fic generatore for the whole street. Central shopping Plaza
was recently openad and & new plant was constructed for West
Flagler Kennel Glub.

The street resumes its residencial appearance north
of N.W. 1lth Street. A small 25-foct wide bridge crosses the
Coufort Canmal just south of N.W. lith Street. Grapeland
Helghts Park and the LeJeunc Golf Course aput 37th Street. Just
north of the City limits, Douglad Road dead-ends at Tamiami Canal.

The quality of the street goes frow bad to poor over

its entire distance. Sidewslk, must of which is in bad condition,
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now lines approximately 70% of the streat. Hany types of pave-
ment compose the surface. Sand and oil, pearock, and asphalcic
concrete pavement were used on NDouglas Koad. Most of the pave-
ment is out-of-grade and the average wldth is omly about 30 feet.

Right-vf-way varies from 30 feet to 70 feet. In l:ht.
Coconut Grove area, narrow right-of-way ls predominate and
thare ls lictle hope of dedication from the adiacent property
ownars. For the rest of the distance, most of the right-of-way
is from 60 to 70 feet. The street presently has a zoned width
of 70 feat.

This artery should be rebuilt as a four~lane divided
lgoway, Lrom U.5. Ho. 1 to the Cicy lismits ac M.W. 20th Street.
Quteide the City limits, a bridge would ¢pan the Tamiami Canal
and a new road built northeasterly crossing the Mismi River in
the vicinity of 3Znd Avenus. From N.W. 32nd Avenue and N.W.
North River Drive to 79th Street and possibly 103rd Street,
3ind Avenue should be rebuillt to & slmilar standard.

1f thie 1s not feasible, Douglas should be rebuilt on
2 70-foot right-of-way basis from Dixie Highway to N.W. 20th
Street, using 6k-foot combination sldewalks and curb, and
57-foot pavement. Such a prograw should ba undertaken by Dade

County or the S5State Rcad Department since the City of Miami
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shéres wuch of 37th Avenue with Coral Gables. For wmost of the
disctance between S5.W. 26th Terrace and West Flagler Street, l
che west balf of 37ch Avenue lies in Coral GCables. .The Lact
that this street ie under divided jurisdiction has prevented
any rebullding program in the past. On October Tth, 1959, the
City Commission pesged a Resolution stating the need for re-
building 37ch Avenue and asking Dade County to rebuild it or
to requesc the State Ruad Deparitwent to lneclude it in its
budgat.

There is increasing need for a new artery to relleve
27th Avermue and 42nd Avenue, wnich have reached the limits of
their capacity. Expansioun of the airport and shopping cénters
nave over-burdemed the existing faclilities. 1t is therkfore
avident that an additional thoroughfare should be provided
between and paraliel to these streets. Douglas Road is a
logical choice.

Future Expreasway Systems will affect Douglas Road.
The proposed cast-west expressway will pass over Douglad Road
in the vicinity of Comfort Canal. There will be access facili-
ties to the Expresswiy at this location from Douglas Road. ]
Dixie Expressway, when coastructed, will overpass 37th Avenue

in che vieinicy of Dixie Highway.
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Miawi's Sanitary Sewer System has not yet been extended
to the areas west of 27ch Avenue. Douglas Road may be one of
the last sections of the City to be sewered. To avoid having
toe construct sanitary sewers after completion of the uew highuway,
conslderation should be given to constructing them prior to any
rebuilding program. S3Since Coral Gables and Miam! each hag its
own sanitary sewer systex, there should be ne need for pipe
crossings on 37th Avenue, between 26ch Terrace and Flagler
Street. 3ide line sewers will be used in that area.

A storm s@wer gysteid must be provided cgsentlially for
the full lengtii. Drailnage on South Dixle dighway provides
practically no aid in this particular area. There iz a drain-
age aystem on M.W. Jth street, with an ocutfall aloag 27th Avenuse
extending approximately 2500 feet nerth to the Comfort Canml.

Toe narrow bridge over the Cowlort Canal should either
be widened, or repluced whder a rebuilding program. A bridge
should also be provided over the Tamiaal Canal Lo make Douglas ;
an effective through arterial.

South of Dixie Highway through the colored area, Douglas
should be developed on a 70-foot basis. This project could be
undertaken by the City. Approximately 557 of the right-of-way

has been acquired. Only 57 of sidewalk exists here, and it is
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based on a 70-foot right-of-way. Pavement ils poor and out-of-
grade in this area. Sanitary and storm sewers would alsoc be
needed ag a parc of ¢ rebuilding program.

South of Grand Avenue, to Park Avenus, there would
be objections by the residents to the improvements. It has
a zoned width of 70 feet. Most of the existing right-of-way
iz between 20 and 40 feet in width. If encugh right-of-way
could be acquired, a minimum 40-foot pavement, with inter-
section improvements at Main Highway and Ingraham Highway would
surfice. No curbs, gutters nor sidewalks would be provided.
The property owners Chink that any such improvements would
di;turh the tranquilicy of cheir neighborhood. No sewer sysiem,
sanitary or storw, exisis at present. It is unlikely that seni-
cary sewers will be constructed im this erea in the near future,

because of lack of funds.
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STREET STORY

42ZND_AVENUE (LE JEUNE ROAD)
FROM 8.W. STH STREET TO N.W. 20TH STREST

In 1957, cthe State Road Department completed reconstruction ;
of LaJeune Road from N.W. 36th Street to 5.W. 8th Street. The por-
tion of this reconstruction with Miami }ies betweed the Tknilmi
Canal at N.W. 20th Street and the cemter line of S5.W. 8th Streaet.
Thus, 42nd Avenue has been developad on a lﬂﬂ-fﬂut basis its en-
tire lemgth in the Cicy.

From N.¥W. 36th S5treet to H.W. 7th Street, LeJeuna koad
was builc to high rural standards on a 100-foot right-cf-way with
72 feec of asphaltic concrete pavewent. Between N.W. 7th 3treet
and 8.W. 8th Streer (5.R. 90), LeJeune Road was built to high
urban standards co a 100-foot right-of-way with sidewalk, curb,
gutter and divided 32-foot asphaltic concrete pavements separated
by a8 l4-foot madian strip. Positive drainage was included by
the State Road Department. White-way lighting was installed by
the Cicy of Mlawi.

Eeconstruction of this road was necessary for direct access
to the expanding Mismi International Airport. Receut completion
of the new air terminal has increased traffic, but as built, LeJeune

Road can handle large quantities In the future. Access to the
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termioael is through an overpass and cloverleaf arrangement which

was constructed at 20th Street. This is just nmorch of the City
limites.

A bridge over the Tamiami Canal lies partly in the City
of Miami and partly in Dade County. It was constructed by che
State Foad Department along with anothar bridge over Comfort Canal
at N.W, l4th Street. BSetween Cowmfort Cenal and Tamiami Canal 1lles
LeJeuns Golf Course, a City-owned tract of land.

At N.¥W. l4ch Street, the future East-West Expressway will
have a cloverleaf interchange. Here the proposed lLeJeune Express-
way will begin and continue to the 3bth 3treet Toliway. The
Lejeune Expressway f{rom the 30th Street Tollway co the 20th Street
entrance to the Airporc 1s nov being designed. Recent completion
of a bridge over the Mlawl Canal north of 36th Streat bas in-
cregsed the importance of LeJeune Poad as a north-south arterial.

The State Road Department has plans to reconstruct LeJeume
Road south of 3.W. 8th Street thru the City of Coral Gables to
Dixie Highway. This was included in the 1960 Prinarv Roads Budget l
as S5.R. Fo. 828, but it is now proposed to speed up construction
by using secondary gas tax funds.

At the time of its reconstruction, sanitary sewer pipes

were noi installed on LeJeune Road by the City, as 1s customary
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on Scate Road Department projects. There are no limediate lenu;
for construction of sanitary sewers because this is & section of
Hiami which will be one of the last sareas to have sewers.

LeJeune Road has a direct connection with downtown Miami
by way of N.W. 7th Street, which was rebuilt by the State Road
Depertment on & 70-foot right-of-way and links dowmtown Miami to
the Alrport. West of LeJeune Road, N.W. 7th Street is to be re-
eonstructed by Dade County, and will provide a direct limk to
West Mlanil from the Airport via H.W. 7th Street and Tamiami Canal
Road, and 67th Avenue,

LeJeune Road is abutted primarily by residential prop-
erties from S.W. 8ch Street to West Flagler Street. Norch of
Flagler Street, there is commercial development, which iz expected

to continue because of future expansion of the Alrport.
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STREET STORY
NORTH 46Td STREET

Like several other streets in Miawi, 46th Street has
recently developed inte a traffic artery. COriginslly it was o
wminor thru street between N.E. 2nd Avenue and Okeechobee Road
(U.%5. £7) in Hialeah. WNow it has become 4 main route for motor-
ists who find N.W. lJéth Screet too crowded and N.W. 54th Street
too far norch for convenience. It is aleo used by commercial
vehicles as an east-west route into the indugtrial section of
southeast Hialeah, The unique fact about 46th Streel is that
there has. been no increage in the coumerclal davelopuent which
alwmost slways parallels a roadway's ctraffic growth. Omly at
the major Intersections are there any kind of busiuess eastablish-
wents and these frnnt on the avenues rather than on 45th Street.
This street is a r;sldentiﬂl street lts eatire length ui:l::hj..n the
City limits from N.E. 2nd Avenue tc N.W. 19cth Avenue.

Although 46th Stxeet has a zoned widcth of 70 feet, its
‘right-cf-way varies between 50 and 77 feceb. HNear the ezstern end,
46th Streel has between 50 and 60U feest of right-of-way. Further
waest there is_&ﬂ o 77 feet of right-cf-way available. At N.W.
17th Avenue, the right-of-way again narrows to 50 feet and re-

mainsg that width to the west City limits at N.W. L19th Avenue.
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sand and oil, pearock, and small sections of asphaltic
concrete pavement comprise the existing roadway. Meost of the
present 20-foot pavement is only temporary and has rapidly deter-
forated under the increasing loads of arterial traffic. The
capacity of 46th Streec is limited bacause of the width of the
pavement. Two lancs of traffic iIs the wmaxiwus that can be ac-
coumodated on such a narrow pavement.

There are sidewali and curb on both sides of 46th
Street, between N.E. 2nd Avenue and North Miami Avemue (also
sanitary sewers). Sidewalk sad curb contlaue to W.W. 2Znd Avenue,
Here the curb terminates, but cthere is sidewalk om both sldes of
46th Street to N.W. 17th Avenue.

Homes and duplexeg abut 4b6cth Street on both sides with
the axception of two large adjacent Etracts tI:f land on the “""“‘1
side of 46ch Street between N.W. 12th and N.W. Ll53th Avenuas. (me
tract is the site of Allapattah Elementary and Junior High Schools.
The other tract is part of Manor Fark. Miami Fire sStation Ne. 12
is located in this Park, abutting 46th Strast.

The base of this screet i=s of sufficient quality to
support & permancnt-type pavement. The Department of Engineering,
early in 1960, proposed remacadamizing 46th Street as part of a

Mighway luprovemani District, along with N.W. 10th Avenue., It was
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later learned chat the Nepartment of Public Serviece had plans to
f‘;:l-'llft H.W. l0th Avenue with & pea rock surface, so plans for the
proposed Distriet were dropped.

The lorth=-South Expresaoway overpasses 46th Street bet-
ween N.W. 6th and 7th Avenuss. There will be mo access to the
Expressway at 4ich Stresit. The suriace of 46th Streat has been
improved and widened within the limits of the State Road Depart-
went's right-of-way on 46th Street as pert of our Sanitary Sewer
Modification Frograwm for Expressways, finaaced by G.0., Bond Funds.

The portiom of 46th Street between Miami Avenue and
M.W. 7th Avenue will be part of futwre Columbia Sinitary Sewer
Discrict., West of N.W. 7th Avenve there are no immediate plans
for sanicary sewers. There is no positive storm drainage syscew
on 46th Street at this time, alchough it 13z needed. Local drainage
structures have been bullt, but for proper handling of storm water,
positive drairage should be constructed. This is not likely to be
done unless the street is rebullt entirely. |

Lighting should be improved on K.W. &46th Streaet because of
tha incregase in traffic. Since this is a residential area, there
is no white-way lighting oa A46ch Sctreet. Hlgh intensity white-way
lighting should be provided if the street is aver rebuilt as a major

arterial. Lighting should be improved immediately for safety
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1 STORY
S4TH STREET FROM BISCAYNE BOULEVARD Tu N.W. 19TH AVENUE

In 1957 Horth 54th Street was rebuilc by the State Road
Departsant. It was constructed from Biscayne Boulevard (U.8. No. 1)
to Okeechobee Foad (U.S. No. 27) in Hialeah and le designated
a8 3Jtate Road No. 25-A. In the City of Miawni, constructicn was
on & JO-foot right-of-way with the excepcion of the portion be-
tween N.W. llth Avenue and N.W. 12th Avenue where it wae rebuilt
on an 85=-foot basis because the right-of-way was available.

/s consiructed by the State Road Departwent, S54th
Str;nt has gidewalk, curb and gutter, asphaltic concrete pavement,
and positive storm drainage. It (s 57 feat between curbas. A
sanitary sewer systew was installed, ac the time of construction,
by the City of Miami. This was done Lo prevent future openings
of cthe pavement for sewer comstruction. Also, the City of Miawi
installed modern street lights. 54th Streec 1s maintained by
the State as part of che State Frimary System. '

Originally, 54th Streat was to be paired with 53rd Street
a8 a''‘one-way pair", from Riscayne Boulevard toe N.W. 19th Aveuue.
ffh-na two streoets were designated im this wanner im Miami's ﬁfflcil&

Arterial Street Frogram.
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Uneother plan proposed the widening of the entrance to
54th Street at Biscayne Boulevard. This widening was to be froam
Biscayna Boulevard to N.E. Znd Avenue and was to be 100-foot wide,
but would entail a right-of-way problem because of the close
proximity of the Sable Pulms Subdivision located between Federal
Highway and N.E. 2nd Avenue. 3

The North-South Expressway crosses 54th Street betwean
6th Avenue and 6th Court. North-south traffic crcsses Sath
Street on an ovarpass. There will be access for both north and
southbound vehicles at 54th Street to the Expressway. The

Expressway @lso overpasses 53vd Street. This makes a "one-way

pair” possibla at this point, in the future.
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STREET STORY
WEST 57TH AVEMUE (RED ROAD)

FROM S5.M. BTH ST. TO TAMIAMI CANAL

West 57th Avenue, comuonly known as Red Foad, extende
from southern Dade County to Perimeter Road of Miami Internatiofal
Adrport, where it dead;endu. {m the norch side of the Miaml River,
in the City of Hialeah, Red Koad resumes and continues north to
the ?uunty line. The segment of Red Road in the Miami City Limics i
lies between S.W. 3th sStreet (S.FR. 90) and the norch bank of the
Texaiami Canal. Red Road (3.R. 819) is a County maintained highway
in the Scate Sccondary Systen.
There is a4 narrow tﬁn-lau! bridge over the Tamiami
Canal. Although this bridge lies entirely in Miami, it is County
maintained and operated. Dade Couvnty has a new bridge under de-
sign to replace the existing span. The proposed 4-lane strycture
will have nine feet of veriical clearance and new apprcach ramps. §
Replacement of the Tamiami Canal Bridge will increase
the importance of Red Road. Expansion of the Alrport has made |
more 4ccess roads necessary. Red Road is a vital connectiom i
bectween the Alrport, WN.W. Tth Street, Flagler Street, 3.W. Bth i
Street, and other main arteries to the south. Upcn completion

of the Tamiami Canmal Road extension and reconstruction of R.W. 7th
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Street, traffic on Ped Road will increase, zspeclally in the 3,000

feat from N.W. 7th Screet tc Perimeter Road.
Dade County included Red Road in its proposed 3100 wmillion
dellar bond issue, but this program was not presented to the
voters. There are now oo other plans for Its iwprovement. Since
it ia much needed and a part of the State secondary System, iC
should be constructed by the State from gas tax funds.
ked Foad has 20 to 35 feet of aspnaltic concrete pave-
went. The pavement is wider near 3.W. Sth 3treet, but beccmes
progressively narrower as it appreoaches the Tawiani Cenal. There
is sidewalk, on both sides of Red RFoad, at irregular intervals.
There are none near the northern limlits.
Mo positive storm dralnage has been installed on 57th
Avenue, but there are gome local drainage structures. In the
event that 57th Avenue is rebuilt, storm sewers should bLe con-
structed. It is possible to do so becausc of the nearness of
bodies of water to which an outfall could be laid. Red Road lies
in an area of the City that cannot expect sanitary sewers for |
wany years. It is unlikely that sewer pipes would be installed i
in anticipation of future sewer dlstricts, 1f Red Road were re- l

rabulilt ian the near fulure.
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Street lighting 1s lacking on Red Road end wakes driving
at night extremely hazardous. The entire undeveloped ares sur-
rounding Red Road is extremely dark at night; street lights for
this artery are needed.

Starting at the Tamiami Treill intersection, Red Road
changes frem a commercilal street to residencial. At Flagler
Street it reverts back to commercial. North of Flagler Street
the road changes slowly from residential to undeveloped just
scuth of the City limics. Rockpits, concrete industries, and
underbrush line the sireet in this area. These ilodustries cauae
a great wany heavy vehlcles to use Red Road.

Traific on Red Road is so heavy that the City of Miami
coustructed turn lanes and channelized the 7ch 5Street intersection.
This junction has several comuercial buildings now, and will
ultimately be an important business crossroads.

Red Road has a zoned wldth of 70 feet in the City of
Miami and 100 feet in Dade County. The existing right of way
from 5.W. 6th to Flagler Screet is 70 feet and narrvows to 65 feet
et the north City limits. Right of way for future wideming or
improvement of Red Road will have to be acquired by either Dade

County of the S5.P.D. The City of Miami has no plans to improve

Red Road.
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3TR STOR

62ND STREET FROM N.B. 2ND AVENUE TO N.W. L7TH AVENUE

In 1227, the City of Miawi constructed 62nd Street out
of Portland cement concrete pavament, 30 feet wide. The pavement
has withstocod over thirty years cf wear and is in pood condition,
but its widcth has proved inﬂufficiunt for present day use. Hhen
builet, it extended frow N.E. 2nd Avenue to N.W. 13th Avenue.

The present Clty llmits lie just west of 17ch Avenue.

62nd Street is a major crosstoun artery that provides
a direct 'link between N.F. Ind Avenue and COhkeechobee Road (U.S.
27) in Hialeah. If N.E. b6lst Screet i3 utilirzed 4o conjunction
with 62nd Streec, from N.E. 2Znd Aveaue to Biscayne Boulevard
(U.35. No. 1), this street could Le considered a mmiclpal connec-
tion betwsen U.S. Ne. 1 and U.5. MNo. 27, and be included in the
state FPrimary Systen. [t is alsc a econnector to H.W. 7th Avenue
(U.S. Bo. &&1). ¢

To incresse the capacity of 62nd Sctreet, the Dﬂplrtu&nt.
of Public Service has peved a three-icot asphaltic concrete strip
on aﬂrh side of the existing concrete pavement, providing 36 feat
of roadway. with the exception of the 7th Avenue intersection,

these strips extend the length of the street. As new striped,
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this allows four 9-foot driving lanes. This has not solved the
problem on G2nd Street. MNine-foot driving lanes do not provide
good driving conditions. As the street approaches 7th Avenue
frow the east, it narrows to a point where four lanmes of traffic
are channeled into two lance. Parking has been restricted at
this vital intersection.

west of 7th Avenue to the City limits, there iz 70 feet
of right-of-way available. Since there ls sufficient right-of-way
here, only comatructicn costs would have to be met in widening
the street. This seguweut has esidewalk on both sides. There is
curb and gutter only ac the Intersection of 7th Avenua. The Clty
paved the valley gutters just west of 7th Avenue several years
ago, providing some parking for Edison Center.

Change is taking place un the street. 1c has beccwe a
main st£eet of the Liberty City Negro District. Liberty Square,
a public housing project for Negroes, abuts the north gide of
620d Street between l2th and 15th Avenues, Small commercial
establistments are located along 62 Street in this vicinity.

East of 7th Averue, the right-of-way narrows for
saveral hlack; tc 50 and 535 faet, and then varies between 55 and
70 feet to N.E. 20d Averue. Driving iz harardous in this section

bacause of the narrow pavesment widtch.
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i Between N.W. 6th Avenue and N.W. 5th Court, the North-
South Expressway overpasses 6H2nd Street. Some widening will be
done in the State Road Department's right-of-way beneath the
Expressway, and the pavesent will be improved. Between MN.W. 5th
Court and MN.W. &th Av:nue,.Edionn Center Park and the Edison
Canter Publie Library abut 62nd Street. Just esagt of the Park
is the Edison Courts Housing Froject of the Miami Housing
Authority. Thls is & housing project for whites and extepds
to N.W. 2Znd Couxt. Om the south side of tha street, Miani %
Edison Junior and Senior High Schools occupy the entire distance
from Jth Avenue to W.W. lst Place. From N.W. 2Znd Avenue to
N.E. 2nd Avenue is & mixed commercial-residential section.
Notre Dame Academy for Girls occupies the two blocks from N.E.
lst Avenue to N.E. 2nd Avenue on the south side of 62nd Street.
Since N.E. 62nd Street does not have a crossing of the
Florida East Coast tracks, &8 wmore suitable thru route could be
formed by using 6lst Street, which has & crossing. PBEecauge there
is a 150-foot jog between 62nd and H6lst Streets at N.E. 2nd
Avenue, soue re-alignment would be very degirable. Several different

plans have been prepared te achieve this but the cost of right-of-

wiay has always caused postponement.
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From N.E. 2nd Avenue to the west City liwits, this
street has a zooed width of 70 feet. FEast of Jth Avenue, the
City has acquired a few parcels by dedication, but at the
eritical intersection of N.W. 7th Avenue and 62nd Street, bearc
of the Edison Center Business Discrict, acquleitien of sufficlent
vight-oi-way would be costly. 1

There {s no positive storm drainuge 153'51:2!:! on 62ad
Street. Sanitary sewers extend as far west as N.¥W. 15th Avenue,.
There are no iemediate plans for ianclusion of the remainder of
62nd Street in sanitary sewer districts, or for providing poal-
tive storm Jdralnage. Local drainege facilities have bean con-
structed in the several areas which flood in wot weather.

Should 62nd 3treet he rebuilt, its present base cuulé
be utilized for resurfacing, and the existing dirt areas between
the edge of pavemwent and sidewalk be paved. This should diminish
the cost of any luwprovement. Storm draivage must be provided for
the eoncire street. Better street lighting is needed; 6lnd Street
traverses a section with a high crime rate and it should be

brightly lighted.
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STREET_ STORY :

715T STREET ’
FROM BISCAYNE BOULEVARD TC N.W, 7TH AVENUE
T T T P el 5 T i e o i ——-—'-1I

7lst Street is a major z&nt-uﬁst artery tiat should be
reconstructed [row Biscayne Boulevard to N.W. lith Avenue., It
is the only thru street between 54th Street and 79th Street crosa-
ing the Florida East Coast Railway tracks. West of 7th Avenue, the
south right-of-way line of 7lst Street defineas che City limits,
80 7lst Street lies outaide the Mlami Clty limies west of 7th
Avenue. Since it iz a connection between two Sctate roads,
Biscayne Boulevard (3tate Foad No. 53) and R.W. 7th Avenue (Stace
Road No. 7), it could be qualified &s part of the State Road
System.

For mony years, there have been proposals to rebulld
7lst Street Ly variecus agencies. The latest plan called for
rebullding 71st Street froc Biscayne Boulevard to l7th Avenue and
vwas included by Dade County in the proposed $46 million Bond
Program, as an Expressway support street. 1t was later eliminated
from the final program submitted to the voters of Dade County.
AL present, there are no lmvediate plans by any govermment to

improve 71st Street,




Jlst Streei has been designated as & two-way arterial
in Miami's official Arterial Street Frogram., It has been dis-
cussed in many reports and trafific surveys. It is generally
agreed by-nll concerned that 7lst Street needs sarly ilmprove-
ment, but action is not anticipated soon.

There 18 a right-of-way problem on 71st Street that
would cost the City approxinately 5$220.000 to solve. The City
of Miami has acquired 70 feet of right-of-way Ffrom N.W. Tth
Avenue to N.E. 4th Court, with the exception of one mninor parcel
of land which slresady has sidewalk built on a 70-foot basis.
From 4th Court to Biscayne Boulevard, there is only 40 feet of
right-of-way;, wost of the homes and buildings encroach upon
the 70-foot zoned lines. No voluntary dedication is foreseeable
in this area; purchase of adequace right-cf-way 1’!1’.11 be t:-r:rlt-ll;'.

/lst Screet is in & poor physical cnnﬂit;um. The many
warehouses and light industrilas which abut the street west of
Lth Court gemerate heavy truck traffic. The greatr loads fapplied
to the exdsting 20-foot p;vimEﬂtﬂ. constructed of sand and oll,
and pea rock, have caused the pavement to deteriorate to am ex-
tent that rebullding is necegsary. If ?1ntlstrnnt is rebuilt,
it should be éuntinuud west of the City limits to at least 17ch

Avenua, That portion is alsc lined with warehousos and light



industries (wmostly on the north side of the street).

The Florida Fast Coast Resilway has two separate cross-

| ings on 7ist Streat, located between N.E. 4th Court and 4th Averue.

The easternmost crossing is the maic line of the Florida East
Coast and conslsts of four gets of tracks. Further west are
five sets of tracks which are the begiuning of the Miami Belt
Lines spur of the Florida East Ccast. Extensive signalization
wonld be necedsary to protect both of these crossings if 7lst
Streel ia rebullt on a2 7l-footr right-of-way.

1f it is decided that it is too expemsive to acquirve
right-vf-way east of 4th Court, and the State or County not re=-
build 7lst Street frow the Boulewvard to 1f:h #venue, then the
City should give serious consideration to rebuilding from N.E.
4th Court to N.W. 7th Avenue. The State Road Department has
plaas to cnnutru;t N.E. 4th Court to arterial standards, and
make it & part of 3.R. No. 5. A wore suitable connection between
4th Court and 7th Avenue should Le provided. With right-of-way
available, there would cvnly be construction costs to comtend
with. If consiructed by the City, 7lst Street would normally
be set up as a Highway District and the abutting pﬁ?pﬁrtj uwn-ﬁ;

asscased.
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sanicary sewers are already cunstructed east of 4Oth

Court as a part of "Faderal Distriet” under our G.O. Bond
Program. The proposed "Horth Plnemount Distrliet" of our G.O.
Bond Progran included /1lst Street westl of 4th Court, but that
Distrier bas Geen deleted frow the present program, and will
be conatructed at a later date when funds are available. Both
storm and sanitary sewers should be constructed prior to or

as part of any building progrem to avoid excavation of a
newly paved street. ;

The City is installing sanitary sewers under the
right-of-way of the Horth=South FxpressWay uﬁich overpasses
71st Street betwsen N.¥. Gth and 7th Avenues. Access tc the
Exprossways will not be available dirvectly from 7lst Street,
It is expected that the Stste will improve the pavement under
the Expressway and for a few feet ocutside of ite right-of-way.

oo the south side of 7lst Street, west of N.W. 7th
Avenue, there are warehouses extending Lo N.W. 10th Avenue.
Frow 10th Avenue to l2th Avenue is occupied by Nerthwestern
Voeational High Schocl. For the remainder of the distance to
17¢h Avenus, a Hegro residential area abuts Jlst Street. The

pea rock pavement is good in this sectlon which 1s County=

maintained, buc chere is & dusc problem caused by tie ungrassed




ghoulder areas. Future improvement of N.W. 17th Avenue should
give impetus cto a simllar improvement cf 7lst Street between
N.W. 17th Avenue and N.W. 7Ch Avernue,

Although 7lst Street is one of ocur busiest arterials,
it 18 one of our poorest. The intersection of 7lst Street and
N.¥, 7th Avenue has become ona of the most congested in the

Ccity, and signalization has not been entirely sufficient. .
tast of 4th Court, which is entirely & residential area, side-
walk has been constructed on both sldez of the street. A few
years ago, the City of Miami began a study and plotted pre-
liminary plans for the rectmatruction of 7lst Street from
Elscayne Boulevard to 7th Avenue. WNo further action was taken
other than this, but it is highly desirable that 7lst Street

be lmproved.

4
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SIREET STORY

7STH_STREET FROM _BISC\YME BOULFVARD TO N.W. 7TH AVENUE

Because of the increase in traffic im the Little River
area, studies were made to formilate possible m]‘.utin?s to chat
ever-increasing preoblem. From these studieg, primarily the
Little River Traffle Study, 75th Street received coneideration
@8 & possible thru-street with a crossing at the Florida East
Coast Rellwary.

The Florlds East Coast Rallway lies betwaen K.E. 3.rd
Place and N.E. 4th Court. There is no crossing so 75th Street
consists of two dead-end streets.

until 195%, 75th Street also terminated about 330 feet
wast of Biscayne Boulevard, blocked by a tract of unplatied
land. At that time the property was subdivided, and the owmer
dedicated 25 feet of his property to be used as a public road.
He also put in improvements, providing 19-foot asphaltie con-
crete pavement, sidewalk, and curb. Thils 25-foot strip north
of the center line is the only conmection between tne terminus
of 75th Street amndi Biscayne Boulevard. The south 25 feet remain

unplatted and undedicated.
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As early as 1954, 75th Street was designated as a
propused State Road, ifrom Biscayne Boulevard to N.E. 7cth
Avenue. Discussions were held and consideraticn given by
the State Road Department to placing 75th street in its
budget for construction. Acting on cthe basie of the scate
Rosd Department’s interest in 75th Street, the City of Miami
initiated studies for widening 75th Street In excess of its
zoned widch of 3V feet.

Fublie hearings were held by the City of Miami
Planuing Board on the [easibility of 70-foot or 30-foot right-
of-way. Tuls plan wet strong opposictlon from the adjécent
property ownors. his streec gues thru & wixed residential
district, and the property ovmers were not interested in allow-
ing a neighborhood street to be turned intc a thru-arterial.
¥hen the matter was brought before the City Commission, the
property cwners again raised strenuous cbiections. It was
notad that 75th Street was not & Chru-sireet, as was Jlat
Street which posesessed a croussing at the Florida East Coast
Railway tracks. The City Commission them requested that a
study be wade of 7lst Street, which could be utilized as a

wore logical location for a State Highway.
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S5ince then, the Little River situation has been
ltudi;d wore inCimately, and our future plan includes the
pairing of 82nd Street with 749th Street, North 7lst Street
i1e included as = psoposed two-way arterial in our official
arterial street plan.

At the pregent tiwe, 75th Street is not included as
a future séatn Road, or as part of our arterial screet plan.
/5th Street could be undercaken as a City project, inproved
on a4 5U-foot basis. such a project would ba justified only
because of the peed for another opening across the Florida
East Coast Rallway tracks between 7lst &nd 79th Streets.

Reconstruction of 79c¢h Street has been completed by
the State Road Department, An opening at 75th 5Scrset would
reduce the volume ol trafllc now using 79th Street. Preliminary
studies for an opening at 75th Street weremade, but it was not
deemcd practical to open /5th Street across the Florida East
Coast Reilway's tracks at this time,

In 1952, plans were drawn up for possible rebuilding
of 75th Straet by the City of Mismi. No further actlon was
taken other than preparation of prelicinary plans. JPorctions of

right-of-way vtner than Florida East Coast Railway property would
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have to be acquired to allow & suitable thru-way from N.E. 4th

Court to W.E. 2nd Avenve. There are places in cthis scretch
where the right-of-wav is as narrow as 25 feet. Right-of-way
funds in the amcunt of $100,000 would have to be spent In this
short strétch. An addicional 540,000 wouvld have to be spent
in paving &nd signaliization of the crossing.

Therc are a [ew industrial sites on 73th Street due
to the close proximity to the Miami Belt Line spur of the
Florida Bast Coast Railway. This spur runs west between 7lstC
and 75th Streets from the north-socuth main line.

The Florida Eesst Coast Raillway has eight separate
tracks in this arca, and sach get of tracke has a different
elevation. This would make a wradae crogsing extremely difficulc
without cooperation Erom the Florida Tast Cosst Railway in adiusc-
iug the elevations of ifs tracks. An overpass is cut of the
question because of the cost. The Flerida Eaat Coasc Rallwey
in this secticn has approximately 180 feet of right-of-way.

These costs do not Llnclude paving of the existing
street, which is narrow and in poor condition. Presemtly, it
has & sand and oll surface, &nd portione are not paved at all.
There are aome lid&ﬁalks. but future construction should ineclude

full width pavement, sidewalk, curb and gutter, Facillities
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such as storm and sanitary sewers are inadequate, and should
be included as future precjects. Sanitery sewers will be con-
structed cn M.E. 75th Street east of /th Court by the end of
1960. west of the railway tracks, sanitary sewers had been
scheduled for a portion of 75th Street as & pact of Pinemount
Sanitary Sewer Distriet. However, that District will not be
constructed under the current program. 75th Street will be
sewered at a future date, dependent upon the availability of
funds for sanitary sewer construction.

Storm sewers are inadequate and should be comstructed
at the same time the rebullding program is undartaken.

strect lighting should be ro an svterial standard if
75th Straet is going to be rebuilt on & full width basis. if
not, high inteusity lighting would not be necessary for this
18 partly & residential distrlcc, as evidenced by the Victory
Homes Projsct for the Miaml Housing Authoricy, adjacent te 75th
Jtreet between N.W. 4ch and Jth Avenues.

There are some¢ sidewalks ou this street; the City has
received mmerous requests for more sidewalk. These roequests
were deferred pending rebuilding of 75th Street on a TO-foot

or 80-foot right-of-way.
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Toe Norti-Soucth Expressgway System affects 75th Street
between bth and 7th Avenues. 75th Strect goes under tha Express-
way, but there is no accass Lo the Expressway from this street.
Sanitary sawers are presently belnyg constructed under the Ex-
prassway an 75th Strest as part of the sewer modification
program for Expressway constryction.

West of N.W. 7Tth Avanue, 75th Street extends fﬂx:fﬂhmlt
300 more feet in the City limite. There has been no plan to
rebulld or widen this pertion. Existing rigut-of-way here 1s
50-foct, as it is throughout, withh the exception of the small
sections where It ranges from 25 to 40 feet.

1f the Cicy rebullds 75th Street, it would wmost likely
be Jdone as a local Luprovement with special assessments agalnst
the adjacent property. Ii is unlikely that che zoned width
wlll be increased or that the railway would be crossed. At
sowe ifuture Jacte, it definltely snould be reconstructed on a

50-foot basis as part of & rebullding program, without a rallway

croseing.
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The 3tate Road Department prﬂpn:e; to construct an
entirely new artery, N.E. 8Znd Street, to parallel 79th Street.
Thase could eventually be used as 2 one-way pair from North
Miami Avenue to Biscayne Boulevard. Westbound ctraffic would
use £2nd Street and eastbound vehicles would utilize 79th
Street. Under this plan, vehicles antering thite River from
Miam! Beach and Blscayme Boulevard would bypass 79th Street.

Norih-South Expreasway traffic will overpaass 79th
Street between OCh Avenue and 6th Court. There will be access
for southbound traffic entering and northbound traffic leaving
the Expressway at 79th Street. Northbound traffic entering
and gouthbound traffic leaving the Expressway will do so at Blst
Street. This Expressway makes it necessary to wodlfy several
parts of the Sanitary Sewer System on 79th Street whiah were
previously constructad.

The 185 feet west of 7cth Avenue to the City limits have
not been improved. There are no immediate plans for recon-
struction of this percion, but should it ba rebuilt, it will
have to be dome by the State or County. Although there is 70-
foot right-of-way throughout, eaast of Biscayne Boulevard, 79th

Sireet 1s zoned 80-foot; west of Fth Avenue, 79th Street is
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zoned 100-foot. 1In batween, 1t i3 zoned 70-foor. The inprove-
ments wade by the State Road Departuent now allow four moving
lanes and two parking lanes of traffic. It has wade the street

4 better artery, but has not entireiy soived the traffic problem.
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STHEET } 4

82MD STREET FROM BISCAYNE BOULEVARD TO NORTH MIAMI AVENUE

Long the subject of discussion, Little River traffic
has been surveyed and studied for years. Perhaps the most
tangible results ylelded by these studies are the proposed con-
struction of N.E. 82nd Street and N.E. 4th Court by the State
Road Deparbuent.

M.C. Blnd Street 1s 2 wuch needed additlon to Miami's
Arterial Street System. [Ireseuntly, the only entrance to the
Little River Business District from Biseayne Poulevard and the
edst Ls via /¥th Street, which although recently rebuilt, is
overburdened. It is the only east-west street crosaing the
Little River Canal.

The main point emphasized in ail proposed plans 1is
the necessity for one-way pairs. N.F. 82nd Street is designed
on this criteria and can eventually be peirad with N.E. 79th
Street. Construction and right-of-way plans have heen completed
for 52nd Street by the 5tate.

Traffic in the Biscayne Shopping Plaza and in the
Little River Business District has become very congested. A

second route into Little River Business Diptrict would begin
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at Biscayne Boulevard just worth of the BElacayne 3Shopping
Flaza on £7nd Street. This would reroute many vehicles which
now have to continue south to utilize 79th Street for access
te Little Rilver.

The State Roed Department plans call for 82nd Street
to be built on & 60-foot right-of-way where 30-foot to 34-foot
now exiscs. From Biscayne Boulevard, just behind the Shopping
vlaza, .B2nd Street vresently dead-ends at the Little River Canal,
about 1,100 feet west. This seguent through an apavtment
district, presently has 30-foot right-of-way, with 20 feec of
sand and oil pavement in poor econdition. There is & 130-foot
strip of land between the Canal and the Florida East Coast
railway right-of-way. O this land, no street has been platted.
This property is cwned by the Central and 3South Florida Flood
control Discrict, which recently bullr a dap in the Canal between
82nd Street and 82ud Terrace. It is on this land that the
junction of 82nd Street and N.E. 4th Court will take place.
A bridge will be neceasary across the Cenal and is planned by the
State Road Departmment. The Florida East Coast will have a
crossing at grade. West of the tracks, there is mo existing
right-of-way for 220 feet. At one tima, thers had been a plan
to provide an overpass across the Rallway tracks and the Canal,

but lomg approach ramps to this overpass would have blighted a
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large screteh of adjacentc property.

At:N.E. 3rd Flace, 62nd Street resumes, naving 54-foot
right-of-way to N.E. Znd Avenue. Its roadway contains 20 feet
of sand and oil or asphaltic concrete pavement and some side-
walk. Tiis 1s 4 residential street except at the N.E. 2nd
Avenue intersection, where it is commercial and part of the
Lusiness district.

West of N.E. Znd Avernue, its right-of-way narrows to
40 feet, and in some places to 30 feet. Presently, it is zoned
40 feet. It has sand and oil pavewent in poor conditiom from
nd Avenwe to N.E. Miawi Court where the street terminates in
thae Eit; 1lzics. A 160-foot interval where no right-of-way
exizrs geparates the end of B2nd Street from North Miami Avenue,
whose east right-of-way line ferwms the Clcy limics.

Haking 82nd Street a turough-Mtréet necessitates '
acquiring full-width right-of-way in two places. Beiween the
Lictle River Canal and N.E. 3rd Place, 00-foot of Efull=width
right-of-way 1s necessary. Likewise, between N.E. Miami Court
and Morth Miami Avenue,

The State Road Department originally requested the Cicy

of Miemi to acquire the necessary right-of-way and abstracts for




23 years previous. The Clty was unable tec do this. Beslde

the sxpense, it has become a City policy to refrain whenever
pogsible from obtaining right-cf-way for State Roade. Fres-
ently, Dade County is preparing to acqulre the necessary
rizht-of-way. Tentatively, E2nd Streaet ia included in the
Etate Road Department Secondary Road Program for 1%960-1961 at
a cost of $375,000.

Cross sections of atreets built by the State on a
bU-foot right-of-way show 48 fee: of pavement with sidewalk,
curb and gutter on both sides. This allows three moving
lapes of tratfic and one parking lane. Sanitary sewers will
be under tha pavement threughout N.E. 82nd Street by the end
of 1960, They are belng constructed as a part of Gakland and
South Slwrecrest Sanitary Sewer [mprovement Districts of ocur
G.0. Boud Frogram. 1- the street is rebuilt, no future excava-
tion will be necessary for sanitary sewars.

it is a policy of the State Read Department to include
positive storm drainage ln its road projects. Since this is
86, M.FE. Blnd Street will have a positive storm sower system
with an outfell into the Little River Can=l. 1I1f 82nd Street
is constructed, it may be combined as one job wich North Miami

Avenue, from 79¢h tc 31at Streets. This will enable storm
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drainage to be provided for both streats.

The Clty of Mlami nm; a Municipal Parking Lot abutting
82nd Street at N.5. lst l'lace. A small portion of this lot en-
croaches upon the proposed right-of-way line and will have to
be cakan by the State.

The County has considered future extension of 82nd
Street frowm Mismi Avenuve to N.VW. 19th Avenue. This extansion
would pags under Che North-South Expressway. Howvever, this is

not in the ivemdiatae future.
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