NAPOLEON B. BROWARD

Florida’s Grreafest Son

Drain the Everglades; make good on Florida’s
cwomnises to the United States (Government

and to the }‘IL'L:}':]" of our sister f:at;ll‘*.'r‘.

SAVE THE HONOR O] I ORIDA




CONSTITUTION OF THI

“Back to Broward”League

NAME.

ARTICLE 1
1The name ot this orsamzation shall be “Back to

Broward” Leaoue.

]I |-|1: cts ot tlus orcamzation are:
D ECTION 1 l o ard 1n the -=|':.:‘|.:'_'_" 1id develop
ment of the Everelades.

SECTION 2. 1o COOperate, for the common wel-
in the Everglades.
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[are, With -ZI|| men interested

SECTION A To 'pl.'!-.'a' betore the 'p"l.l;:l': of Florida
e e e e T ) e e
the real tacts with regard to the Everglades, 1ts NISTOTY,
its present status and its future possibilities.
.“;ﬁxjjlll_\: . .|.|:- |i|"|._-;~| the peopls

" . .3 . . .
['l"Hi- d-01 The H|!".:_".'.ri'li!‘ and duties incurred and
|
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assumed by them with
Everglades and the manner in which these obligations
and duties have been trea '
Adminmstrations.

¢ redemption of

the State and 1ts Officials with

SECTION 5. 1o urge the immedia

all pledges made by

view to a:i*.:-n___[ the honor and :':'ir,|:-_‘i-:*.'] and the fai

name of Florida.
SECTION 6.

tions avold the mistakes ot those in ofhce since the death

l 0 urge that future State Administra-
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AdOpt ana carry out, in 1ts Csseniials, the aramage plan

of this Freatest ol Florida's sons

\RTICLE 111 WIEMBIL

RS 1P,
Membership in this Leagus may b2 held by all com

Il l'i-'i:ll. i!:::l'lilflil.'ll. !'.I.".IllL'."iI":_' ZiI':l:. il'.]l".'l' I':':_'ilu'I;.-".:i.-

tions, and hirms, corporations and individuals interested
in the drainage and development of the Everglades, that

.'!'Il'-. ror membpersinip, and cogperate to - jurtner: the

WRTICLE 1V LOCATION OF OFFICE AND
BRANCH ORGCANIZATIONS,
‘T'he Geeneral Offhice of this League shall be at Fi
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4 SUMCIENT NUmMDEr O persons apply 1017 membarsiip in

the [.-:':_j_g'.'-'.
ARTICLE %
T'he carrying out of the objects of the
be, so far as it is in his power, the duty of each member,

the followine

but shall be '_:1:(|I:'| ularly the duty of
. s e a P | 1 - . .I
OINECrs: An ] xecutive Committee of nve members to

. . , :
be chosen from the membership of the League, a Presi-
dent, Vice-President and Secretary-Treasurer, who

shall be Commiattee and
l.']'ll’l*-.'lf " i.’

members ot the Executive
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Description of the Everglades
The Everglades is an immense prairie -:'i‘rﬂ'rmlll[r‘ig
over 1|:||.' |||||],r:u|| aACIes [r:' L‘m:i. Era W ;|r|'l'=~]1i‘:1 L'rill[ilir'll"r
three = additional.
J]-|11' HIIII-II_ waters ]'|r1|]] ],;211;{' '['H{I."':'-:'EEI'PE?'!'I' .'III-.i ’r]]t‘
watershed to the north and west thereof overflow the
bulk of this great prairie at certain seasons of the year,

and make it too wet for successful cultivation.

The Everglades, while nearly level, slopes gradually
trom about six teet above sea level in the southern and
eastern portions near the coast, to about 20 feet above
sea level near Lake Okeechobee. With this elevation it
can readily be seen that it i1s not a difhcult engineering
feat to build enough control canals to carry off the flood
waters from the lake, and enough other canals and
laterals to carry off the rainwater that falls upon the
leverglades proper.

The Everglades is the biggest single body of reclaim-
able land in the world and 15 among the easiest and
cheapest to reclaim. A comparatively few dollars per
acre spent in drainage works will reclaim this vast prairie
and make 1t one of the most valuable assets that the State
ot Florida possesses.

Size of the Everglades

Four million acres does not spell very much in cold
.*ig.:lll'r*.w. but a few COMpAarisons will serve to illustrate.

‘The Everglades is larger than Escambia, Santa Rosa,
f}k;||r:-cu;~'.;1 :I.r'||| \kr:lhnn ||J|||1lf|'_- L‘rmlnl‘ll-r'u'-f For ;]|1r:uT|11'|'
illustration, Gadsden, Liberty, Leon, Franklin, Wakulla
and Jefferson counties co mbined will just about total the
Fverglades acreage. In Central Florida, the total land
surtace ot Bradtord, Clay, Alachua, Putnam and Marion
counties could all be contained in the Everglades with
room to spare.

The State of Conn

eticut is not far from being the
same area as the Everglades. It would take two States
the size of Delaware to make the [':'-'%'ra:!itf!'i‘ﬁ- The State
of Rhode Island 1 upports halt a million people, and the
F.verglades 1s four times as large as Rhode Island.

The Everglades 1s approximately halt the size of
Holland, and Holland supports a population, mostly
farmers, of six million. At this rate the Everglades, when
drained, should support three million people.

With only one family on every 80 acres, leaving the
towns out of account, the E verglades would support
50,000 families, or with an average of five members to
the family a population of 250,000. This is a conserva-
tive estimate.

What Is Produced and Can Be Produced
in the Everglades
In those portions of the Everglades now most nearly
drained, the wonderful ability of the LLverglades soil to
produce various crops has been already proven.
.“'{1':11']}.' l'x'{'r}ﬂu'[];: that has been tried grows very
rapidly and luxuriantly.




Grapefruit and other citrus fruit trees mature rapidly
on Everglades soil, and the fruit is excellent. Vegetables
of nearly all kinds are produced in abundance. vielding
in some cases several hundred dollars per acre in a single
SEAS0MN.,

Sugar cane, grasses and forage crops mature rapidly
.'_m{l seem to be at home in Everglades soil. Grasses and
torage crops can be cut many times throughout the vear.

Cattle thrive particularly well on the Everglades.
Hogs, both pure blooded stock and native, thrive here in
a most satistactory manner.

Other States regard their reclaimed wet lands as the
most valuable land within their boundaries. Florida has
in its Everglades a more wonderful area of reclaimable
land than has any other State in the Union.

In many parts of the Middle West, 1llinois for
example, with about a five months’ growing season, the
best farming land is valued at over $200 per acre. With
a twelve months’ growing season, how shall we value our
Everglades land ?

With the Everglades reclaimed and added to the
state’s other millions of acres of productive land, Florida
will take the position to which it is justly entitled—ithe
leading farming State in the Union.

State Taxes from Everglades, When
Drained, Should Pay Florida’s
Administration Expenses

“ WiE "|'F:|||H'I I'l.".'ﬂ'[-:_r'.lilll.ﬂ'?'; E.‘Il]l!. A hf"ll l.!'l'.'ll-“!'l.]1 At Ur'll].
$15.00 per acre, as much of the South Florida praine
land now 1n crop 15 returned for assessment, the Ever-
elades when drained would be valued for taxation at
u'":f.ru"_'r Million Dollars and would l‘ll'flc]u-'r at the present
aotate millage $300,000 per vear in State taxes. Un-
drained, and in its present condition, the Everglades
produce less than $50,000 State tax.

When drained and placed under cultivation, how-
YK t]'l‘l.' .'l."%':il:_"'!?'if'L] ".'.'E.l'lll:' el AT I'J!. rhl' ]'-.".".'i'g].'-ll.]l'?;- ﬁ-h””ll:l
be $50.00 per acre instead of $15.00, and would probably
be thus assessed. The total assessed value of $200,000,000
would produce a State tax of One Million Dollars per
vear, or more than enough to pay all the expenses of the
State Grovernment in Flornida on the present basis of
cost,

Back to Broward
And His Policy of Real Drainage
Over Half of the Land in Florida Was Received
by the State Subject to the Condition
of Drainage.

1. More than 20,000,000 Acres Accepted by Florida
Under the “*Swamp and Overflowed Land Act."”

These lands were scattered over nearly every county
in the State, and represent the richest undeveloped asset
of the State. They will yet make Florida the richest
farming State in the Union, but a change ot policy 15
necessary to bring about this result.
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2. Greedy Corporations Scramble for Possession of
Lands That Should Have Been Used to Pay for Their
Drainage.

Paving no attention to the proper disposition of the
Cswamp land, public servants yielded
to the railroads and transportation canal
companies and proceeded to give away approximately
17,000,000 acres, the heritage of the people of Florida.
All a railroad seemed to need was a name and a board
the rich spoils. There
followed a riot of squandering these lands. In blocks of
all sizes from a few thousand acres up to over 2,500,000
ACTres o one l.'ell']"cJI'.’LTiull the I':-~'-L'|L';11'|'|J"l and overfowed"
lands were diverted from the people and their proper
use of fiinancing drainage, and were illegally granted to
private corporations.

owed

and overfl
:|f'|'.'|:|_f'|||"l- 01

ot directors to et A :-.|'|;|:'J.' 0l

3. Broward Found “*Bank Account' Overdrawn.

When Broward was inaugurated as Governor, he
tound land grants outstanding, the total of which
exceeded the total acreage of '-cw;1 np and overflowed”
lands in the State. '-C';="-'I.'I'<'I| million acres more had been
;_rl'.'lllr'.'x| than actually existed.

He maintained that the so-called “State” lands in
r:-:.:.' f‘:'-_‘l_':"_‘:l;llll:' .:ll:_ I||_"-f|r|_|.|, (L] |['|,,E.|‘|_'|'|'|¢‘|1|f'lrﬁ._ ||_|H|
having sold several hundred thousand acres for
drainage purposes, he reiterated time and again that if
any further funds were all of fhl.' remaining
“State lands in the district would be used, if necessary,
to complete this great work.

The Contract of the State of Florida
With the United States

1. On the Part of the United States.

H"I:'Ill

after

¥
II-""||" ]

[1'-1'lr|.' QuUote S0Imc “r. Efll' oSt 'n'”-i!] '-.'!illl."i'-.':'i ”I]J:l.'.}
i .'I.‘\. ."I'L'Z.'T' Lo l'.'IHET'I.I' '||'I'!' :"'11ill'|.' 01 .'.'I.T'L'.Il.f'l‘.‘.'t.h |'I.f'll.| TJ'T]'H']'

States to reclaim the “Swamp Lands” within their
limits.
“BE IT ExACTED by the Senate and House of Repre-

sentatives of the Umited States of America in '[._Ur'l;.::'lm
That to enable the State of Arkansas (and
other States) to construct the necessary levees and drains
fo reclaim the sit amp and -’-'-"e'-"_-r-"-’.-r': ed lands therein, the
whole of those swamp and overflowed lands, made unfit
thereby for cultivation, which shall remain unsold at the
passage of this act, shall be, and the same are hereby,
ud State . ..

“ProviDED, hlmut i Ak |1 at ["u' ﬁrnremh f:fimr! lands,
whether from sale or by direct appropriation in kind,
:-h:||| be applied, e',x':'r'.'.f.-.iT'r':"_r. r as necessary, to the
means of the levees

assembled.

L I |||[1 d to s:

as fa
af reclaiming said lands 5\_'.
|||:1 drains aforesaid . .
“SEcTION 4. AwD BEe ] I l URTHER EnaAcTED, That
the provisions of this act be extended to, and the benefits
be conferred upon, each of the other States of the Union
in which such swamp and overt
(and ) designated may be situated.
“Approved, deptember 25, 1850,
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2. On the Part of the State of Florida.
( We quote the most vital clauses only.)

“AN AcrT to secure the swamp and overflowed lands
lately granted to the State, and for other purposes.

“Section 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE SENATE AND
House oF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE oF Fror
DA IN GENERAL AssemMieLy ConvENED, That the gov-
Crnor :i:"; ;ll]r]]”]'i:ﬂﬂ'i‘i, r'||'|l!'| ]'I':'L'I'I.]:l. 'I'!'i]'ll[_'ﬁtl'll. I f:lk[' hl_:ll,_'f'l
Measures as to E]Il['ll Ay sCCIn l"-.!'ll'li.l-i"l'lt i'!]'ll{ Most 1o T‘I"IIl
interests of this State, in securing and classifying the lands
lately granted to this State, designated as ‘swamp or
overflowed lands’ TR

Il‘l.hi“ Th"..'['l' .“-ll-'liz ]'“" .‘!l'ili ]l"'lf']":'f i.‘-. |.'r"|.":|1'1"i| .'l.]l.l! Cik-
stituted a Board of Internal Improvement for the State
of I '
plans for the reclamation of sivamp lands, and to appraise
the value of said lands

“Approved January 10, 1853."

Later, in 1855, the Internal Improvement Board was
changed to its present form. (We quote a few impor
tant clauses from the Internal Improvement Fund Act
of 1855.)

“Section 2. BE It FurTHER ENAcTED, That for
the purpose of .'E‘-u‘-hlll'il';_' d proper :f.|~|‘~|;'a':11;'r|:| of said fund
tor the purposes herein declared, said lands and all the
funds .’tt't'.l:[r:;_f from the sales thereof, after ay [11;_', the
necessary expenses of selections, management, and sale,
are h{'rll"h_'l.' i]'['l"'.ﬂ'.'.'l.l:':lE:'. '-.'I:"Hr-:":! il'l |J|" ¢ trustees, to "n-'l.'|-=:

I'H'i.l.:l.'i . to determine LI [T .'|rh1 recommend

In the governor of this State, the comptroller of public
accounts, the State treasurer, and attorney general, and
the register of State lands, and their successors in office,
to hold the same in trust for the uses and Purposes here
inafter provided . . . . . .

“Sec. 16. Be It FurTHER Enacrep, That the
Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund shall
make such arrangements for the drainage of the swamp
or averflowed lands, as in their ju
advantageous to the Internal Improvement Fund, and
the settlement and cultivation of the land . . <

FIMENT IMay hl‘ Maost

Passed the house of u'pr'f.'::t‘rlT;L[h es December 209,
1854. Passed the senate January 2, 1855. Approved by
the governor January 6, 1855.

There is no question but that the foregoing consti
tutes a contract between the United States (Government
and the State of Florida.

The Supreme Court ofjthe United States Says | hese
LLands Should Be Used for Drainage Purposes.

(We quote from certain opinions handed down by
the ]1i;:]|t-:-r court in the nation. )

“The State, in accepting the grant, was bound to
devote the lands to the .'u‘run‘-p]ihhln-.-l:t of the purposc
which Congress had in view, and there was an implied

dgreement on her part 1o take all the measures reason
r,-;ﬁ_;'_,‘- within her power to make their application effectual
to that purpose.

“Upon general principles she could not tax the land
while the title remained in the United States ; nor whi/.
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she held them as Trusiee of the Unmted :"'-If:ll'r.i% which n
view of the law, is one and the same thing.”

“The contract” (between the Federal Government
and the State—as 1t was so declared 1.‘.-:. the court) “re-
quired the State to appropriate the lands granted to the
purpose of reclarming them.

In addition to the fact that the contract between the

Uinited otates and Flornida as to drair lage and 111||.|g.|-
tion of swamp and overflowed lands to drainage pur
poses 15 undoubtedly legally binding and enforceable,

It has even greater significance i that tf is .fr.:-rJ.l'.-;-"l"_T
.e":.".rl..rilf'.*.l_.','. and the people of Florida need no fegal process
to make them keep their solemn J-"-'I-e'n!'_f.-'- ¢, We believ
that the peog bl l".llr Florida will, by their votes, elect State
&.,fru‘.' Ll pledged to car rry oni the contract with the United
Slates, to Jlr.'.f_-'_.".'.'." fh __Lrg.n'.-.'r trust of dr _r.l..u.f._r,.l.-, and thus
save the honor of Florida.

The Broward Campaign

1. Broward's Platform—"* Recover sawamp Lands
[llegally Granted and Use Them to Pay for Drainage."

Broward showed what 1t would mean to the State of
Florida to develop its swamp and overflowed lands—to
apply them to the purpose of drainage, first wresting
them from the hands of selfish interests.

2. Broward Was Elected. He Saved Millions of
Acres of Everglades Land for Drainage Purposes.

He used the lands, saved from grasping railroad
corporati jons, for the purpose of paying for drainage, sell-
ing them from time to time as ]‘l-:*uunc- Necessary, in
accordance with the conditions of the original grant from
the United States (overnment.

3. Broward's Plan—‘' Drain by Units
Drained Lands Behind the Dredges.

Leave

His plan further contemplated finishing drainage as
the dredges moved forward, and selling the land
drained areas at a drained-land price to carry on the

o
1}




work. After the work was well started he did not ex
pect to sell undrained land at ridiculously low prices, nor

would this have ta be done if his plans had been carried
ourt.

The Everglades Boom Begins

1. Land Operators at First Shy of the Proposition,
But Induced by State Officers to Buy Large Tracts.

‘The only method at first of deriving large enough
sums of money to prosecute the work seemed to be by
means of sales of Everglades lands to colonization com-
panies, which in turn would sell the same to small buyers
to make their homes upon. After many negotiations,
several large land operators were found who bought big
tracts upon the assurance of State drainage, thus furnish-
ir1g means to the State of Florida to start the I=.]'-ZI|-'IIi!.;_'I.'
work.

2. Sales to Thousands of Would-Be Settlers.

There followed a |"n.I:EI-.| of land buying hardly

equalled in the history of any State. 1 he wonderful
!Zk'L'l'_;_{lzicjr:-', '.'l'.l.‘ ]'L":_{]IHIJ O IMYSLEry, the home I.I|- [‘!]:'

Seminole, were at last to be drained by the State of Flor-
1da, and homes made for millions ot people where before
existed only a trackless swamp. 'l1'he Everglades ap
pealed to the imagination, they were something big,
something different from the ordinary land proposition.
Cireat enthusiasm was aroused and people vied with each
other to buy. Lxtensive advertising and wide-spread
publicity on the part of the State and colonization com-
|‘.u;l|1|:1'1~; :!TTI':I.I.'T'!'Iil :}'|Ili|'~.ln'll:.h of [1'.||'-.']|.:x:':'-1, ."l.i;u'._l. an
agent has said, “J¢ was no trouble to sell Everglades
land ; 1t sold 115 a'f And, moreover, all these f‘n:Jj-.rlw
were fortihed with the oft-repeated statements, T h
.'"J-"If.ljl-:'-'.f celnt nol I|'.F.'.!..'".“ At 15 a State o ”_f.rf-"-.l “Lhe
Nl f:f Flortda 1s back of F et
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n Everglades Advertising Brought
““-'&-'ré Prosperity for the State
at Large
]m Hng]]E The Broward administration will long be remem-

bered as a period when ]"1t|:'.'xl:a began to grow in popula

-"Larp.ﬂ-m“ tion and wealth as never before. '1he newspapers and
;.'-"I“! : Inag oazines all over the COWNErY contained ;;Jnm'l'n;_{ ac
2 lare g L :

' Bt & unts of FKlorida's great reclamation enterprise, her

h-:]l: v tropical climate and her wonderful agricultural

o [‘r-mlf-l|.t|:.:-- Florida was brought into the public eye
[ &rrial F ; & d
_ J"""]'l'_. more prominently than ever before, through Napoleon
T o TR - : :
Y I'}xl"""-?‘"-lr-!ir.-'; Broward's pledge to drain the Everglades, and the fact
M w L P
'qt"*l.}-.!?.; that the umL was actually under way. The words
s -rl--*-'..':::-_-. “Florida,” *“The Everglades,” were on the lips of thou-
SLart the § ira || " sands of pt:nph* in every state in the Union. Interest in
Florida was general. People flocked into the State.
1 Settlers, 'LI-CJ[".IIIII:-’..'-.:ifII:.5""-Hi"-'=.- i|:1 many parts of the State were
| buying hardle i organized. Business all over the btate was greatly
|I.I:: IIJ,":.....n wl_;ll',]l;.l;!\.[l'-i_ [.and values .’L]l. over the State were In
1k (] |'.\.I
i hhe I"": I '-'!"l':'l,.'il'l.z-
e Niat ~ Il_ Millions of dollars were made by the |1l'i?|‘1':' of Flor-
DE JLATE of Eler- - 2 = = by
_ 1ida at large through the wide-spread publicity accorded

4 1
i k' "Ir" belee to the Everglades.
|.I|.;.”..‘r._. ] dl ;

soething by Florida’s Pledges Which Induced
'JIH'“H'H 20,000 People to Buy Land

d widesprea in the Everglades. Drainage
ok of the Everglades a State
o Boorofedi Duty. The Pledges

[ Everglade; L
i these buyers I'hreefold
ments, “The

. i |'_' : |rI|[|

1. Verdict of People.

f 2.  Acts of Legislature.
4 3. Pledges of State Ofthcers.
1. The Verdict of the People.
! Broward was elected governor on a plattorm promns-
e ing the drainage ot the Everglades. 1 he people ot Flor-

ida thus placed themselves on record betore the world.
No campaign in Florida betore or since has had the
! publicity of the Broward campaign. The news was
heralded to every city and village throughout the Union,
‘“T'he State of Florida is going to drain the Everglades.”
2. Acts of Florida Legislature, Providing for Drain-
apge of Everglades, Gave Land Buyers Confidence in
Project.
[n 1005, in 1007, again in 1913, the Florida Legis-
lature (the Re |~|w ;||1'[L~.c:~ of the |}|.':.l["|l.‘ ] |'|:'l:"i‘~'l.'l.E laws,
'.\,':l_El.,'HE:I_lI_'l_i_ EI.-I: [|| A0 |_||E' 1:||':l:.f]:L:H:'.L' (0]} 1.|'||.' t't'-.'l'r;_’]iﬂ]&':.

A 2 [n 1915 the I.Mu was again worked over to the admims-
| Ll L]
| Bl R o . -
1 tration’s order. | . paty
g, All these various laws were passed to provide for
I--,ﬁ_; lll.:.i:'l.'.;_’}' I.J| Flrl'll' I.'.:i-.'l.'l',_’lilll’..'h, ﬂl]-}] 4"r.-._.-":'lr|."e' ;":'IJ-:' I."..'I"I|I|'.]'_'|'||.T'.:
e (P control of all drainag g herations in fh heands of i

-Hl!“;l L |fl‘ll:l.ll.l'ﬂllll.ﬁ B




3. Pledges of State Officers.

From so many it 1s difficult to select a few., We will

se direct qlmtatimh U[IE'_'.’.

( Extract from Quarterly Bulletin of the Agricul-
tural Department of the State of Florida July 1, 1909.)

““These lands (Everglades) are being rapidly and
successfully drained by the State as well as by private
m:l corporate owners o

*“I'he general surface of t]u_ I ver -r],u[u was thus sub-
ject to great changes prior to the inauguration of the
system of drainage now so successfully under way.”

‘T'his same matter qm]rmi above was moreover used
again 1n 1910 and still again in 1911 1n agricultural
ports from the same {}fht.u.

From the Minutes of Trustees of Internal Improve-
ment Fund, November 1, 1911:;

““T'he Trustees of the Internal Improvement Fund
and the Board of Drainage Commissioners have funds in
hand and available for the completion of the contracts
made, and in addition have a sufficiency of land together
with the drainage tax being collected, to construct such
-".-'.I"JI'J r !'-I"J'i'.l'r'fl'r.\' (A ] r'l’.u'”.ﬂr.l:!f-’:r“' iy f{'r'q'l'".i"r".'.?Hl,”

F'rom Supplement to Florida Quarterly Bulletins of
the Agricultural T]rp-tt'um-nt April 1, 1915

“In the campaign of 1905, the successful candidate
tor Governor was elected on a platform pledged to the
drainage of the Everglades, and since that time, not-
withstanding the many obstacles necessary to be over-
come, |'l'|.'|.-'|.['|"12‘|.r|-“[| h_'l. (]['.':ll-[l.'ig{' ]1:15 Ll Et'ﬁ AW I ]'I'I!_'I':i[:-\:_|
gradually become one of the fixed policies of the State.”

I'f you were a citizen of another State and had read
the foregoing and many similar statements, would you
have any doubt as to Florida's b ing pledged to drain the
JII'..'T'I"F'_l"_.I'llrl"n'l"lil!' i ."-I

4. Advertising Matter Was Sanctioned and Paid
for by State Officers out of Public Funds to Aid in the
Selling of Everglades Lands.

At a meeting of the Trustees of the Internal Im-
provement Fund (State officials), April 9, 1912, a
resolution was passed providing for the H]T-t_lll.]:l[];___ of ap
proximately $1,000 to partially pay the cost of a junket-
Ing trip of newspaper men, in company with the State
officials, through the Everglades, for the purpose of send-
jl];; out broadcast "accurate information” n'grar.]ing the
condition of the land, its value, etc., to keep the army of
small buyers in good heart and keep their money com:-
ing in to the land companies so that the land companies
could continue their payments to the State. We quote
trom the “‘dSouvenir” booklet (published and distributed
in 1912 ), which was the product of the junketing trip,
paid for in part by the State officials.

“Now comes man, driven by necessity to complete
(;od’s plan and by cutting a half dozen canals
Presto! North America’s lmpivnl winter f_f.'l.]'i[t':ll 15
ready for the sower. i

“On account of the combined drainage and irrigation
methods of reclaiming the Everglades, it can be truth

8
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fully described as one of the safest reclaimed land proj-
ects, from an agricultural or investment standpoint, ever
attemnpted. er e R

“T'he Everglades can  be practically reclaimed by the

system of L.1||.1|- now (1912) 1N COUrse HE construction

“Gone forever are the Everglades. In their place
Florida today has 4,000,000 acres of tillable land, won-
derfully fertile.”

“1f the facts -.'r}:n':'l'rl:':rr the 1"1;1'1'"[;11[1*% Warc ger-
¢ |r~]|'. known, there would be a rush of settlers to Florida
and the land of the I,u:;:l.uh.'. that would see this
'.1.'1|rulv['1'u|]j-.' rich area 1]1i|.'|-;]3.' |‘-np|||.-a::-41 with thriving
farmers from the North within a few

5. Senate Document Widely Used as Land Selling
Literature.

Senate Document No. 89, Sixty-second Congress,
First Session, contains many promises of State reclama
tion of the ]':'-.'l‘['j_._’]ih]{'.‘i. The Trustees of the Internal
[mprovement Fund, at a meeting held August 30, 1911,
authorized their Secretary to order 10,000 copies of this
document, the reasons given in the minutes being that
the said document contained

g all official reports on said subject, both Na-
tional and State to date.”

The statements made in Senate Document No. 8g
were thus made the official utterances of the State officers
in regard to the drainage ot the Everglades. 'These
documents were widely distributed.

Among the quotations set out in this Senate Docu

ment we append the following :

maonths.”

From resolution adopted by the Legislature of Flor-
ida January 6, 1848
“RESOLVED BY THE SENATE AND HousE or REPRE-

SENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF FLORIDA IN (FENERAL

AsseMBLY CoNVENED, That Congress be requested to

orant to this E.r'i::r all ot said lands (the Everglades)
on condition that the State will drain them and
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:appf_'f the |n'fn't't'q|:-: of the sale th:']'l!ﬂ_’f, r.'_l"f':'.r' n"r‘JI".r'nJ.'fnf;
the expense of draining, to purposes ol education.”’

From resolution adopted by Florida House of Repre-
sentatives May 31, 1909:

“R geoL.VED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
That in view of the magnitude of the operations involved
in the drainage of the swamp and oy erflowed lands of
the State, and of the vast importance thereof, and of the
great benefit to be derived theretrom, it 1s of vital inter
est to the people of the State that the drainage opera-
tions now being conducted by the I'rustees of the Inter-
nal Improvement Fund should be prosecuted with vigor
and economy, to the end that large areas of tmmensely
valuable lands may be placed upon th market by the
State, to securi desirable .r'm;J.'."_n'rn'.r.'.f.u' and to en aurage
the development and use of the almost limitless natural
resources of the State, thereby increasing the wealth of
the State and leading to a corresponding reduction in
fax .-'Ii'f.n'.".r.lrr'.h".\'. -

From Minutes ot Trustees of Internal ]111|‘-|‘m:'-
ment Fund, vol. V, page 267 :

“T'HEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE | RUSTEES
oF THE INTERNAL IMmpPrOVEMENT FunDp, ALL BEING
!’I{I{HI{.‘-L'I', That the Trustees adhere st |".'rr[3 to the ]'.."ru'.'i-
sions of the Act of January 6, 1855, Chapter 610, Laws
of Florida, as to their powers and duties and the purposes
for which said trust was granted, and that they will
assert their 1'[;:}][:-; and defend the title to the lands
gt';mmi and 1-1'r'['1.'r::‘:s]‘.-]_1-' vested in them for the purposes
therein set forth of reclaiming said lands by means of
.'r.l":;"l'r.'l' .rq'h‘.f.!r n'l."h'.'-.'}.ﬁ_”

As further |1['r|r|1' of the acknowledgment of the
4[1'.’1ir1:=:;_3|' H.l".-[‘:_!_[.'lfl.::lﬂ, even at the VErY hour that the drain-
age-trust-lands were again being diverted to other pur:
poses, we quote below from the minutes of the T rustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund of December 27,
Q12

‘“ . . The Trustees of the Internal Improvement
E"|[|'|1|_ Are {'I'IE;'I:I('I.] i|| 1]'.‘:' ".".Iif'k 1Ii: Ll]‘ili:li”: :Ir'l'il. r'l"i'];”-‘.'l'l

ing the Everglades, which were patented to the State
of Florida by Act of Congress of September 28, 1550,
such work being directed and required to be done by an
Act of the Legislature, il]'l['l['”'-.'l‘l] J.‘Ir]ll.‘ll'} 6, 1855, 1M
posing upon the Trustees of the Internal Improvement
Fund of the State of Florida the trust of drainage and
reclamation of the swwamp and overflowed lands acquired
by the State under the said Act of Congress; and

A In the execution of the trust of |il';1i:lr|_ul' and
reclamation of said lands the Trustees of the Internal
[mprovement Fund are compelled to expend large sums
oI money, which sums are derived from the sale of
swamp and overflowed lands and a drainage tax of five
CEnts per acre upon the lands |_=.§|1_:; within a certain
l!l';liil;l;v district ; that the sale of the lands, or ,"'.'rc dging
'r‘_f- them, to secure loans, is r.'-‘r-'.'-"“-'.'ln'i-":'|'I'I' necessary to a con

tinuation of the work of drainage and reclamation of

the lands and of the discharge of the trust aforesaid.”
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[CHEERING NEWS FOR THE E'L:ERE-EEE?I
Vi G LANDOWNER |

6. All the Dealers in Everglades Land Naturally
Gave the Widest Publicity to All These State Pledges.

The 20,000 or more buyers of these lands look to us,
the peapic af Florida, to see to 1t that ouwr J|‘|.I.|'|'rj-grj.-' SErTvinis
meke good our promises of dramage.

They appeal to us to direct our State ofhicials to
v0 back to the Broward policy of actually draining the
lands which thz State has permitted to be retailed to
small buyers, and not spreading over the entire map and
measuring results by dollars spent rather than by acres
drained.

Let Us Save the Honor of Florida!

Broward’s Plan Upset After
His Death

1. Plan Abandoned of Actual Drainage of Lands
Which State Permitted to Be Sold to Small Investors
and Even Helped to Sell to Them.

The plans of succeeding administrations have varied
a5 J'I-II]i[;il".Hl :"h.,|‘.r-;]|-1':u'j. and from different
quarters prompted this or that change. The land sold
to small investors as ecarly as 1009 is largely still un-
drained. These people have waited since 1909—those
who have not died nor allowed their land to be sold for
taxes. ©hey feel that they have been betrayed and they
now appeal to us to insist that our public servants carry

pressure

out the solemn pledges of drainage.

HWe Must Save the Honor of Elarida.

2. The Present System of “Holding Out" the
Swamp and Overflowed Lands from the Purpose for
Which They Were Received, Is Crippling the Project.

One of the first acts of the present Board of T'rustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund was to pass a resolu-
tion, February, 1913, reading in part:

“It is the opinion of the said Board that the drain-
age should be supported and carried on by the drainage
tax which is levied upon the land within the drainage
district, and that the State should not be required to dis-

pose of its lands for such purposes.

11
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Map of Florida showing an area equal to the 20,000,000 acres of “swamp

.l_ll-] overflowed"” lands taken over from the United States Government hy
]'__!"!'_J'I.'II'.IHI"\:E the trust of drainage :_-P':E'-...in,“‘, to more than half the ares
or the State,
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This resolution has never been rescinded, although
a subsequent resolution states that the Board 1s willing
to sell a “reasonable acreage’ for the purpose only of im-
proving certain canals. But this offer to sell a “'reason-
able acreage’ is worthless, as the greater portion of the
lands will not sell, being still largely under water and
unsalable,

This failure to ]ﬂ:lt‘t‘ the so-called “State"” lands
within the Everglades district back of the project in a
proper manner and use them as a basis of credit 1s fatal
to the sale of bonds in sufficient quantities to properly
finance the drainage.

It Is Up to The People of The State to Insist
That The Officials Use These Lands for the Purpose
for Which Florida Received Them.

Damage Done by Present Plan
or Lack of Plan

1. Project Is “Eating Its Head Off."

There is no way of enforcing the collection of drain-
age tax against so-called “‘State’ lands and passing valid
title thereto, any more than the State capitol building
can be sold for a State debt, or the county jail for a
county debt.

Because of the mismanagement of the project, and
interminable delay of drainage, the privately owned
lands are being rapidly forfeited to the Commissioners
of the District tor non-payment of drainage taxes, and
there 1s no provision for the Commissioners paying any
taxes. For non-payment of State and county taxes also,
privately owned Everglades lands in great quantities are
reverting to the State, and the State, of course, pays no
taxes.

The security i1s thus dwindling, and it can not be
['xp{'l‘t{.‘d, therefore, that bond hn}t']'h' would be I!".‘h|"'l'l.']-il”}.'
attracted to I'-,H't"]';_[hlll{'ﬁ :1r':lir1.'|_L{L' bonds.

The present authorized bond issue is wholly inade-
[]Hﬂ“' -'|,|H.|. "."I.'l.]] “‘]l]i‘. hlli[il SO I']r. thl' El"l]l't'[i[ 'l.".'l']]'l{H :H'Ii:l
drain comparatively little land, even if the bonds should
sell.

250,000 acres of Everglades land, similar to that sold
in 1912 in large blocks for $15.00 per acre, was offered
in 1915, because the owner could not pay his taxes, for
$2.00 per acre, with no takers. A shrinkage of value
H,I'rpr.'rrun"]' frmn ..‘P?f_-;.rm o .ﬁ.:".mﬂ per acre!

The project under the present reactionary policies is
;..'fulﬂgj.' backward, :'f'f..'r.'f'rf.'rr':-.'-' u_." the .wa"ﬂﬁu.wr'.r.!'."}' .l'.r.';"!;r SUms
of money spent, to which the officials point with great
pride.

2. Florida's Credit Injured.

1'here is no question that the failure to make good on
the Everglades project has hurt the sale of drainage
bonds all over the State and has frightened away mil-
Il:f]ll?';- [‘.If [|lJ-l|.‘lT':-i I:]I. |._'i_'1|'||‘|'il| TI]:[I 'l.".'I'J'.|]I[ lil-r!'lﬂ_'l"‘.'l.'[hl' hﬂ'l."L‘ hi"‘.:li
invested in Florida for various forms of development.
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a laughing stock in financial cir:;!es:
she is pointed out with scorn as the State that has f:’:’:l.]ll‘.".d
to make good her solemn obligations. Because of t'ty:.
reactionary policy and questionable acts of her public
cervants. tens of thousands of would-be citizens have
Jlmost learned to doubt the integrity and good faith of
their I."'.*'I..'.ll.'-.."'ru.';.l. namely, the _-""-:'f-'l."'."-r f;_.f Flarida them-
celves. 1t has, therefore, become a matter touching the
ndividual and personal honor of every citizen of the
State.

Mow that the plain, unvarnished facts have been
called to their notice, the people of Florida may be
depended upon to rise up in their might as one man, and
11 1'[;_‘_1]1*.'1111« |'r]||";|!_;1t':|:|1 stamp out forever the h]f{_ﬁhtiﬂ;:
cvstemn of withholding or diverting the drainage-trust-
lands from their proper purpose.

T'a restore confidence and save the honor of Florida,
and thus prepare for a new era of prosperity, the
seaple of the State must require the officials to carry
out their honor-bound contract of drainage with the
people of the United States. The swamp and over-
flowed lands received hj. the I-'-rﬂ-ﬂ."r -f.lli" the State from the
seople of the United States under the provisional frust
of 1820, and almost all of which have been illegally
diverted or withheld by unfaithful officials, must be re-
stored to their rightful purpose, and the Everglades
drainage project placed upon a sound business basis.

3. The Fair Name of the State Blackened.
vidual Buyers Blame the State.

Read these extracts from their letters :

“We do not.ask for sympathy, but for justice, as we
were not deceived so much by the ]1[;_{ land owners as by
the State. The State undertook to drain the }':K'l'r';{jﬂl:li':é
when it accepted them from the Federal Government.
It set a time when the main canals would be finished
when it let the original contract to the Furst-Clark Con-
struction Co. in June, 1910, stating that all the canals
under contract are to be completed within three years
from July 1, It has also at different times sent out
literature lauding the fertility of the Everglades, and
stating that the drainage would be pushed with all
vigor, and in one at least giving the idea that the land
near the canals would be available for farming behind

Florida's name 15

Indi-

[ 10,

the i1:'1'll:ﬂ‘.-.

“We all think we have been gold-bricked by . . .
and the State of Florida.”

‘“When this purchase was made, it was made on the
representation that the State of Florida was back of the
drainage proposition. Whether legally back of it o
not, |:f"_|-j-. were back of 1t |:'.4||'.‘1”:..' 1n |||'r'|1‘.l-(’1'I-IL!Hr the prop-
aranda to be made.”

Hundreds of letters are in existence written, in the
same tone as the foregoing, by buyers of Everglades land.

4. What We Are Losing.

Hundreds of letters are also in existence written to
Boards of Trade. Commercial organizations, the Ever-
rlade Drainage League, and individual citizens, from
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THEY CAME TO BOOST, BUT WENT AWAY
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buyers of Everglades land showing that these lands were
bought for homes. We are |I'.I"~i['|'-" the grandest oppor
tunity ever offered to any State to add to its population
and wealth.

Not ﬂ|1|‘. 15 the district near the D VEIg rlades sufter |:1 ¥,
but all portions of the State. Not nnl_. are all F inllild
drainage projects viewed with suspicion on account of
the failure of the Everglades project to date, but all
Florida land has suffered a loss in actual value, or has
failed to appreciate in value, from the same cause.

We are actually losing thousands of settlers each year
through the odium attached to the Everglades opera-
tions. Ihere are dis: ap pointed land buyers in every city
and village in every State, and they do not hesitate to
condemn all Florida for its failure to make good on
drainage of their lands.

[f you had bought land five, six, or seven vzars ago,
under promises of drainage, and it was nc¢ only still
undrained, but no provision made _r'm its drainage,
would you not think and say, as do t!ie present 11'-|_1.1':|'.-.
that the State has been a [mr:x to a gigantic land
swindle ; would not you tl]!.m your friends (as they do)
to “Stay away from Florida?'

We must Save the Honor of Florida and make good
with these people, and thJ:]‘n counteract as tar as pos
sible the untold JI!HJH sustained h'l. reason ot the bun-
gling policies of our State officials.

The Miserly Policy of “Holding
Out” State Lands, Worthless
and Covered With Water

We justly condemn a miser for denying himself
tood, clothing and the decencies of life, in order that he
:1::!}' h[-.lfif'[! LIy []IHI'.II"_'I.'.

The lands in the Everglades were given to the State
for a definite purpose, to be used for drainage, in order
that the lands might become habitable, grow crops, and

16

treasury
appmif'fi
asked.
will fina
Save

Thek
and

House g |

ad who w




:
o iy 'lll:.“I :q, !.r_l.
1
£ grandest oppor
.

to its pomulation

erglades suffering,
1 1 g
iy are all Flonda

001 0N account of

_dd to the population and wealth of Florida. In .thl-:lr
present condition they are wnlrtlz]v:::':, covered with water,
inaccessible. The people of I~1|:rr1|~11'.1 are not going ttﬂ
approve a policy of "|1¢‘.uin]||1;_{ out” these ]:I.i]:il!-i tm.“Ll
mere satisfaction of counting so many _h',:m]rt-:: r]u‘.uu:.:lin-;
acres (under water ). The State offhicials are now with-
holding them from their rightful use, as the miser does
his gold. 1

Florida has promised the United States ( jovernment
and the people of other States to drain the Everglades
and to use the lands within the district for that purpose.
We must not break our pledges to them, but must use
the means available — the lands themselves — to carry
on the work to successful k'ill1]§11t'fiirll.

Not a dollar of public money from the general State
treasury should be used to carry on the work—no dtate
appropriation or general State bond issue should be
asked. The so-called “State” lands within the district
will finance the project, if properly used for that purpose.

Save the Honor of Florida.

The Remedy—"“Back to Broward,”
and Policy of Actual Drainage
of the Lands Held by
Small Investors

[.ike most problems, the remedy, in final analysis, is
quite simple and might be expressed briefly as follows:

(1) Go back to the first principles of plain honesty
and apply the drainage-trust-lands for the sole and un-
mistakable purpose of drainage, as was clearly implied
and expressed by the Congress of the United States in
its Act of September 28, 1850.

(2) Elect only such men to the State Senate and
House as believe in carrying out this trust honorably,
and who will plnigl: themselves to enact a law that will
make it impossible to further divert or withhold from
drainage the lands which were granted for that purpose.

(3) IFind out where the candidates for high execu
tive offices stand on this vital subject, and elect a State
Administration which is in harmony with this plan to
SAVE THE Hoxor oF Froripa,

(4) When cnacting a new law to straighten out
the present Everglades entanglement, provide specifically
tor transferring the project and management to a
separate commussion resident in the district, clothed with
i|1ll[5-|'.' authority to concentrate the ||I'i|illil_'_:L' |}]‘|-:_'|'5ﬂ[uj|_-
and to complete the reclamation progressively on the
unit plan; also provide a method of taxation for drain-
age purposes sufhiciently flexible to meet every contin-
gency ; also confer necessary authority upon the commis-
sioners to provide whatever security may be required,
including the lands within the district, to facilitate the
1ssuing of bonds on a business-like basis, and in such
amounts as will conform with estimates of capable
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engineers, such bonds to be marketed from time to time
A% IH‘L‘LIl'ii 10 '-.'I-g[]r':}llh!fl.' [H'ﬁh’['q'lzh' t[w -;J'['.“zj-[m;_rlu (J[n_rl';n_-,:r:,n.;
and keep pace with economic requirements,

These essential points are included in the platform
and statement of principles of the “Back to Broward"
[League, which appears below.

A Short Statement of Facts and a Definite Prograny

to Repair the Damage Done.

We believe that the State of Florida made such
promises of drainage as induced people to buy Ever-
glades land.

We hold that the State ot Florida should carry out
the promise of Everglades drainage promptly and effi-
ciently, particularly in the areas which the State per-
mitted to be sold to thousands of small investors, under
, promise of State drainage,

We maintain that the present failure to complete
drainage in the areas owned by small investors, is caused
by the mismanagement of the project and consequent
lack of funds.

\I"l"." bf“'..“'l-".', ;:l.l.]'.] hEl?‘“.: our |.'|..|:|'-'||::'~i|:I]'|.‘-' Lo fl'l_l_' ITOST
careful investigation, that this lack of funds is caused
by the fact that the original plan of completing the
drainage of definite areas was changed, and that the land
;_',h't‘tl h}.‘ the United States Government to be used to
hnance drainage works has been diverted to other pur
poses, and withheld from drainage purposes, by Florida's
State officers.

We know that the balance of 1,400,000 acres of so
called “State” lands still remaining in the 'Glades is
absolutely subject to the conditions of the original grant
by the Government, that they should be used as a basis
ot credit to carry on the Everglades drainage work, and
that when drained they should be sold and the proceeds
used to supplement the drainage taxes in creating a sink
ing fund to retire the bonds.

We maintain that when this residue of 1,400,000
acres is unreservedly placed back of the drainage prop-
osition, a long step will have been taken towards prop
erly inancing the Lverglades drainage project.

We believe that with the proper financing arranged
for as outlined above, not only can the general works be
continued, but intensive l.]l'ilj.l'lc'l_:_{i.' works can be under-
taken at once in the areas sold in small tracts.

We believe that the Everglades project should be
placed in the hands ot a special Board of Commissioners,
who should be located on the ground instead of at Talla
hassee, five hundred miles away,

We believe that these Commussioners should be
clothed with proper authority to employ necessary
engineering talent, and to do all other things needful to
vigorously prosecute the drainage work in an efhcient
manner,

I[] E]H" E“'I_l"]'t'ht ot jll!‘-[lll'{". .'l['l'il. |r[| Eht' PR lLe UE. U'.':'JI[_'.
thousand people who bought land in the Everglades on
the strength of Florida's drainage promises, we ask that
these things be done.

18
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What the Everglades, Drained
and Reclaimed, Means to the
State in Material
Wealth

1. State Tax from Everglades Now About $50,000
per Year; When Drained Should Produce §1,000,000 in
State Tax Annually.

ded revenues from this source will

The greatly ac
naturally reduce the taxes to be paid by people residing
in other parts of Florida.

2. The Drainage of the Everglades Will Easily
Double the Population of Florida.

Land values all over Florida will increase. ‘T'he
density of population largely regulates land wvalues.
l.ands 1n the West, tor example, with one person or less
every ten square miles, were valued $1.25 per acre, the
Crovernment price. Land values in those same sections
today with a family on every 80 acres are $100 to $200
PET ACTE the same acres r.l'{.'r.l'.'"_'l'. If the lell]]:'l];-_f' of the
population of Florida added only an average of $5 per
acre to every acre in the State, it would add nearly
$200,000,000 to land values. It could scarcely be
doubted that the doubling of the State’s population
would add much more than $5 per acre to the value of
lands in your neighborhood. On this basis, if you own
80 acres, for example, an added $5 per acre would mean
$400 to you—this actual selling value added by an in-
crease in population only. -

3. Rapid Settlement of the Everglades Means Pros-
perity of State.

Completion of drainage and settlement of the Ever-
glades by thousands and tens of thousands of buyers
mean more markets for lumber : more business for whole-
sale houses and retail merchants, and consequent growth
of our cities; more goods shipped in and more goods
shipped out; more traffic on railroads and more rajl-
roads and steamship lines for the traffic; more employ-
ment for labor, skilled and unskilled : more money in the
otate from the outside, hence more money in our banks.
and millions of dollars additional to drain other districts,
and to develop Florida’s resources. All these benefits
and countless others will result from Florida's “making

' [t L a
good " on her drainage promises,

Prepare for Prosperity

N T e .

Prepar: tor unprecedented progress and develop-
ment, by making good on the State project of Everglades
Hl;ura;u_rri by making good with the people who have
E!h cepted State promises at par value and bought these
iuuh ll’:-rl.':lllht'_ 'r_lu'nl-rai; by letting the world know that
the citizens of Florida are jealous of their honor and that
T1|u'_1. are demanding that their State officials make rood
the sacred contract with the Federal Government.,
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When the drainage-trust-lands in the Everglades are
restored to their proper status and actual steps are
taken to Save the Haonor of Florida, the State will be
the beneficiary of unlimited favorable publicity through-
out the length and breadth of this great land. The
whole countryside will ring with unstinted praise of
I'lorida’s progressive spirit and the honorable determina-
tion of her citizens to carry forward to sure success the
work of her greatest and noblest son. Words
of thanksgiving will issue from the lips of unknown
thousands, whose hard-earned savings have been invested
in this, the world’s Freatest reclamation ['rlh:t'pri:é['. the
L.verglades.

Confidence will be re-established. The State will
experience an influx of immigration and capital surpass-
ing all previous records, and every county in Florida
will receive its share of benefits.

[f it were possible to peer beyond the veil, we feel
sure that the benign spirit of our beloved Broward would
be seen pouring his blessing upon the head of every
honest and |i]:-.'.'l[ citizen who does his part to 1‘.1|'it1;___r about
this happy result.

unfinishe

Florida **Expects Every Man to Do His Duty.""

“Back to Broward” League
Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A. B. LOWE, PresipDENT
ROBERT J. REED, Vice-PRESIDENT
W. L. EVANS, SECRETARY-TREASURER

W. C. KYLE
F. A. BARRETT

On account of the misappropriation of the
“swamp and overflowed’’ lands and general mis-
management of the drainage trust, less rthan one
acre in fen has been drained in the sixty-five yvears
since the land was received by Florida from the
Federal Government.

All present drainage work in the Everglades
should be continued, but much new work, especi-
ally in areas sold to small buyers years ago, on
Florida's pledge of drainage, should be undertaken
without delay and pushed vigorously to early
completion.
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[League Is Strictly Non-Partisan
Advocates Principles Only

The “Back to Broward"” League i5 a strictly non-
partisan organization and does not advocate the candi-
dacy of Al ;1.;|r'[|'L':,'|.'L|' .'|-.j1i'|'.']|]| or ilhi"ll-l'i'i.n"IT"'" for State
||m-.'r.', r[h :i,:'!ixﬁi-:w are ;';1]51:'|':-r:-|1;|| ;|Ilc1 1t3 ]'ll'ﬂh'[i'lil[
uhjn‘r 15 to :i:n]‘u'r:-:;. LLpon ;1” 'i'i!.”liil.!.él[‘f'l‘! ;[|l|| Th-:' |HJ]1]I-«:' At
large the impnrl-nu‘;- u;' adopting a business-like policy
tor the drainage of the Everglades, in harmony with the
contract l‘-.l!*--.ll'l::_[ |"I-I.T-.".I.f.r'| the State of Florida and the

United States.

In order to learn the views of the various candidates
on this important matter of rehabilitating the Ever-
glades project, a letter was mailed by the League ||'.:r'ir1;_{
the month of April to all who had announced their
intention to run for the offices of Gavernor, Cor ~1r1[|.:[||_r

T'reasurer, Attorney General and Commissioner of
Agriculture of the State of Florida.

All who desired to do so were thus :_{i';':'n an oppaor-
T|||||-I_‘jl.' to express their views and outl ine their |}]:Ln-; with
r':'f:‘:':'rn‘l' to t]]fa hl!hj‘!'.'L E'p to the ||iltl‘ ] ;_gr'.-in_r,_f to
PTCSS f!%l' FI’.I”II".". |-r::_r' :'q'p“l,*u. ||;|r1 ]1|'|_-|1 |'|-._=|-i|,-|-.! '

letters from Candidates for
State Office

ERNEST AMOS,
Candidate for Comptroller.

F-.-_'.-.'--., to your recent inguiry about my attitude toward reclan
I| n of the Evergl |||- I can :

--: from the --.-::;.':il:-.:
"'I le during Covernos
assisted the canse

|. am a friend to the proposition and faver pughinge it |

. L N
tul conclusion as rapidly as conditions will permit.

|' T some time drainage bonds have been on the market without
buyers |.I| ing the same period munic ipal bonds found ready 1l
The s dme 10 £ -'-' & prottrer of taralomn, 18 behind all alilkke. Then wh
the dif |rl"' cE in den 1vard ? I-':-\.:' ity e | h 1 | =1 i i
municipal bonds represent going « rns, while 1 &1 h work has
heen di II|I on the drainage project or what has been done 15 not = Tii]
cient to make jt3 bonds attraictive t i1 v

We can not h T uim all the "Gl: it one time, i iford
L0 WAt ||]"Z |-|Ii'-: yedrs necessary for it gccomp lishment. In ms g
ment, w *-|| uld use our energies towards reclaiming porti ng of it at
I time, 80 that the sime may not only be reclaimed but be developed
il -.-I.-Ll-n_' bring into being the wonderful possibiliti f this ferti
E -.!, ||I:'.'-'_'.!". restoring confidence Tl 1S gErcat pro) e (LE] & followed
":.1"' renewed -'If:i"'.':.l_'. and new whiereh WA 101 I @raa
SLite may =oon come v imt T

A. J. ANGLE,
Candidate for Comptroller.

: 1 wish to congratulate the people of Broward and Dade Counties
n IZ.|'|4_|r efforts i redeen the pledges made by the per ple of Florida t
drain the Everglades

¥ Since th & ine cption of the Drainage Pr et by Governor Brow: 1,
I have been -II.-|.:I:-' in fave i the drainage of the Evergla les, and |I
E_ am pi: _xL| on the Internal Improvement Board by being elect
ekt el § I":'r_ of Florida, I shall use all the influence 1 possess tow -'-:.
the successfial ti rmination of this |:-'-i-'-'!




If necessary, the State lands should he placed behind the bhomnds
the same as the privately owned land, becanse the land undrained iz of
no value, while if drained and placed on the tax books would produce
hundreds of thousands of dollars in State taxes alone.

I appreciate the criticiams of the people of other States who have
purchased these lands and have been disappointed in the delay of drain
g the lands they bought, and that the people of Florida will approwv.
of the |---§i|':.' that 1 hope (o earry out, if possible, of ¢ mmpleting th

drainage of the lands bought by small investors for the past few vears
and have held for, say, six or seven vears hig should be the first

duty we pertorm in order that the people of Florida would continue to
live ups e their reputation of ||-:|'-.'; the right thing

Y1 existii F CONLracts -::-'-||7-|. --‘.' COUNrse, e earried 1t 1 sreird
and in letter.

S. J. CATTS,
Candidate for Governor.

Your letter was handed me in Marianna vesterday

In reply will say I favor the drainage syatem of the Everglades
and the hastening the |'|-|':||-'.---'-,-||; thereof haoth Iw.:-,- the canals heing put
Ihrﬂ‘.ll.,']': 1 r:'H' f'..n' ".”.“_I '.||.:: ||I|,' '.l.||!-'"_|'|l'.," ,'|'||I -Il'i||'|'i' o -|.
Caloosahatehee River on the west,

If we can suceceed in doing this work perfectly we will have the
richest section of the earth open to sBttlement.

rr I am elected Governor 1 will helpn 111 this colirse i1 #very way
Can,

ION L. FARRIS,
Candidate for Governor.

In a speech delivered at Ft. Lauderdale on February 14, 1916, i
the Broward County Court House, Broward Countv, Florida, 1 com

r""'!':"II"'I:""I the “Back in Fre .'\.'..:'l!“ |!I|.:.|'I: tor 1he .'_'_.;||.|-_:|- af the |.-
plades I said then, and I say now, that if T am ¢lected Covernos
thus becoming Chairman 1 of Trustees of the Internal

Improvement Fund, I shal and vote to have all the la
owiied by the State of Florida within the Everglades drainaee district
placed behind the project as pledged by Governor Broward, either as
pledged for the payment of honds or by sale of the land as may from
time to time seem most advisable so far as the lands may he '.l-.'-'----.-l'-
to drainage.

I shall vote, work and fight for the adoption of a plan which wil
'i”"'\-llfl." -'lljl.'l;lllu'l".l:' ."||'.:|.|||_'i.|: arrangements for the draie HT b Wi this :.'I"‘;-!
My present idea is for a bond issue, secured by all |
owned lands within the Everglades Drainage District
o ned |l_1.' the State within that district. | am .--.!n-n-..--l o the levving

of taxes upon any lan 1" in the State of Florids siteide af thi v
glades Drainage District for this purpose.
] '-|l!l:| viote, waoark and ':'.:i:! tor thi T 5:'I:::-.-:;| |-_" ) |I-|':_E' A

. b Bt - - - -
Board which shall contain the best engineering, business and admins

|1'.'I1i'..|' |.'.||.'I!1_ l\.l.l:lll:i'!l.llllc_ it work under the 1iFeet 1o ..'I- the llll'l;-.".';-._

ot fry g =T ns : BT "

I'he mamm drainage ofhce ought to bhe located on the eround, at the
most convenient and accessible place tor directing the work. Ag it 18
now, the State is endeavoring to handle a 2400000, 000 nroject from an

office located five hundred miles away, two days’ distant in point of

'illll"'. Hl.'l.';': il 1II|'_!|| |! -|':. QT ition wotild fiof e el '-.-'-I for a I.I-\. 11
any private business of =uch magnitude,

I shall work, vote and fight as a member of the Board of Trustees
of the Internal Improvement Fund, for the adoption of the unit plan
of drainage. It 12 foolish and useless to atter to drain the Ever-
glades as a whole. It is impracticable in the place, and in the
"‘":'l""lll[ I."Iilli."." even it il wer |'::!I_":i|_'.'|:|||'_ i'_ 15 ot desirahl e

I will do all in my power to have some of the land in the Ever
glades—as large a tract as possible—drained and reclaimed completels

without delay. Thizs 182 necessary in order that public eonfidence in
Florida may be reestablished. and the effectz of all the unfaverahli
publicity which Florida has received on aceount of mismanagement of
the Everglades affairs counteracted so far as that be possihie, Besides
that, 10,000 or 20,000 or 30,000 acres, mote as can b
drained immediately, when settled and by thousands of
homeseckers, who are now ready, willing ious o oo upon the
land, would be of far more value to the ne ||-'-, ol : than all
the millions of acres of undrained land which are e "(zlades.

| shall endeavor, first, to drain the lands which have been sold to
small purchasers, redeeming the eredit and reputation and
of the State sn far as th 15 within my power i showi
world that the people of Florida are jealons of Florida®s honor and
bound by Florida's promises.

I will do Ili I_i:.l'_ iil"‘-\. '.'.':IE'i!": my power o save 1ol the =tate all thi
“land that T can, but the land I save will be drained land, not sub
merged land, and it will have some real valoe,
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| will work diligently, and use all the mmfuence at my command to

induce the Federal Government to extend hnancial assistance to the
verglades and all other drainage projects in Florida,

I have made this fight in every section of Florida from the begin-
ht to the end,

ol FhHis CAampaigy anl | shall continue the n
I ¢ .-|||||-||.\,'.-'.; 1y pu l-i:' career m 194 as a flll.ll'-'.l,"'l I"I- '_lll." :.I'.l_'
amented Goversior Napoleon BB, Broward on this fssus

[ know whai his plans and policies were, and 1 shall do EVErY
thing in my power to CArry gut: his promises: to the people and the

pledee of the people to the world

L. 5. GRINER,
Candidate for State Treasurer,

N o |.-|-'. recely e up to Mavw 1Kt

C. P. GWYNN,
Candidate for Comptroller.,
No reply received up te May 10th,

F. M. HUDSON,
Candidate for Governor.

During my three terms in the State Senate, 1 have endeavored by
ny record o convince my constituents that it was my earnest desire
o gerve them and the State of Fl

| |.I'-':' I:'-'-n:- . Ill'll' A Iries | ] ||Il' .="_-_| I'.:'|l||"'- .':| linage project
| supported Lovernor Broward"s measures while he was in offwe, anid

I still believe that his policies were hased upon sound law and sound

EALOT selieve that every vote that T have cast on that fquestion has
been consistent with his policies

Under the original Act of Congress all of the lands of the Internal
improvement Fund in the Everglades territory are held in trust and
are dedicated to the acc mplishment of dratnag These lands should
be zold or encumbered or used in any other way that is best ealenlated

L ommioi i lemands that those who are aulfering most, vir.,
. i . E 1 ¥ 1
settlers on the E lades lands, and those who bought lands there for
1ome huilding, sh relieved first, if it is possible to do s

I-
i BEE QO l|":||-:|-\.|||-|. | have tried on more
than one occazion to state this position i language that no one could
misunderstand.
When I was in Mi

mi last, I had an extended interview with Mr.
1l"l-. _?. ]‘\..-I.-\.:I".- LTl ETEINEEE, '\-"il v hids "'.|-|| an .-x:|.-_:|-\.|" * -ulllll:l.' -:-f !.!'.-'
entire question. 1 found Mr. Kackley’s views most interesting and
instrochive.

He stated my own vViews s aptly that I finally asked him this
question: “What would vou do with reference to the drainage project
It you were Governor?"

By way of preface, he said, ““No man can gay positively at this

e with any degree of intellipence wh e would do with regard to
.verglades drainage if he were Govermor, It would be impossible,
without the data in hand, to formulate a fixed and final palicy either

with regard to the administrative or legislative acts which are desir-
:.|‘|||_“ :
Mr. Ka:

requested hi

then nroceed ed with numerous sureestinms '.'\.'llil_';'l |

g R L -'-Iili"..'. 1|| has S1MeE -'_'.'l':|:':'_r':| I3 W& i

statement which s too extensive to puiblish within the scope of this
article, but the gist of his views is contained in the following extracts:

“lne of my first acts « « would be to appoint 4 coOmmission
la Investigate and render report upon the Everglades drainage project
Irom the standpoint of a business undert; king. E . Un this com-

mission there should certair l¥ be an attorney, a financier, an authority
- agriculture and general farming, and an engineer, These men
"'I:"llill he authorities i their Fedieciive lines of '-"'|:'\'| and should be
the best men obtainable in the United States.

, 48 Lovernor I ghould make certain recommendations and sug
Bestions to this commission regarding the matters to be investigated.
I shonald instruct them, first, to determine the truth regarding CVED)

e F &1 Iy - ¥ - : : g
ature of the project and regardless of whether it hart any ||||115|||L|.1|

£i ) ¥ | | i

it gt :"-l:-' instructions would furthermore contain among other
matters:
between the State, land e mpanies and individual buyers, and recon
mend a method of eliminating this conflict.

1. Investigate and report upon the matter of conflict of interests

1443 E ] |

o investigate and report upon all land sales and land grants
dde by the Stat late, and report upon the matter of responsibility
tor the drainage of these lands.

“8, Investigate and report upon the present policy of administra
Liomn. -

"y Determine the |'I--||.-:'_"' apricultural value of the lands from
i .. 1 ‘2 4 : |
-rll. ‘\.:.||:.!E-.|||r_ of productiveness itter they Hire reclajme | TII 1|||-\-

1 bl

connection, attention should be called to the fact that very probably
it will be necessary to produce staple crops instead of winter vegetables
when more than a few acres in the Everglades are available for agri-
cultural pursaits,
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and in the light of a purely business project,
reclaimed as a whole or in sections?
v the engineering

8. Investigate and study reports

now available to permit of the
'|'||'|.I'H."\-.
et I If sufficient data
with extensive drainage
reclamation of a small
project ?
“8. 1 should icitly eall the attention of
the advisability of studying all matters which
to th fatlure of the
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planning
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are not
waork, would
portion of
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pertain in any
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possible success or

instruct the commiss
administration and

I should
policy of

“g,
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project,

*1 should

recommend a
hnance to be applied
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- f et e .;|.|||:|:':|'I Aan e&n

vestigate the |L'.|-_i|,|,1_|: and to report upon e .:'.l_l_._,.r.'.; Ir-'||:;_-:|_-:-..
undertaking This commission should he composed  of
acknow] £ Im- by the engineering

L II..:I1h.1.IIII;..h [F:n . COMMIsSsinn

should give specific

6. From a consideration of the economics of the undertaking
should the Everglades be

which
been rendered on the project and determine ~.1.l1|_-lt er suffici -_--1-' .I-nl are

lamation

weesd ing
nd the

experimental
cOommission to |

mar
Everglades,

COmMMmIission

hiave

1

CLMTIET

to the

of the 1
e'1|"i 1EETS :
profession as aut |||-|| ies on drainage
recommendation

regarding the size and capacities of the necessary drainage works.
"With the LwWoa |.5|1l'i\.:-l:.|:-ln,' reporis as ruldes, --| & to the i iministra
tion policy, and the other to the engineering .'|'_||'. construction policy,
| should then remove the ;--I““l istration from politics by creating a
Hoard of Drainage 'i.lllll“"ll ioners to be appointed by the Governor

The chief er '||..;:| CeT |||-'] .|||. |_|::||i--'-|,.;-1 of the
hold office under civil ~.c.-.|.--e-~ and I should in
endeavor to zee that this Board and all cmp
moved from p olitical influences.

= -u'|||| ld be guided by the recommen '| ations of
migsions in my administration of the Everglades project |
ther BaY 1|. it ] wokild ot Ty -‘-"-|::Ii:-: L o Airry on any EXtensivie
operations without such a report and without such advice .

Mr. Kackley is not spe: igineer.  Profe

cOmmission
EVEry
WWEEs Were

king A% an e

L] "-\."-\.ill_'_'
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these two
will
draimage
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sionally he

has decided views as to the proper and necessary procedure to accon
|."|::-|| l||'.-.i||.:|.;.'_-r. But he intends what he has said as his | inion of
what views a lavman, unfamiliar with engineering, ought to he ex
pected to hold. In other words, he has pointed out the course that

[0 Arrive al
e wonl | |&8cl tO the sSaims

* has nol ex 1 In the state

he thinks a Governor ought to pursue a correct
and he I:||'.|'.'|-.'- ..I||I.1 giich a ¢
which he holds, but which he
which 1 guote abowve.

This is exactly the c«
insisted that we nead more
learn as we go, and go as
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making.
that we

been
and

itention that 1 hawe
light on the subject,

we learn.

announced that 1n case of my nomination 1 should there
devote myself to a most painstaking investigation of tl
{hat ||'.i|.:'||l: |;'||n-_.._|:_:||'-._ familiarize ||::.'-|":|' with it down
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Mr. hackley's suggesti
data nect S5Ary to a final, JU5A

details. 1 now reiterate that pre

I recognize, however, that
yet offered for acquiring the
tive conclusion.
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and disinterested eritie,
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ressedd,

W. V. KNOTT,
Candidate for Governor.

o reply received up to May 10th.

J. C. LUNING,
Candidate for State Treasurer.

No reply received up to May 10th,

W. A. McRAE,

Candidate for Commissioner of Agriculture.
Mo reply 10th.

|||||-\.r-' "|!||'|'|.

un o
E. P. THAGGARD,
Candidate for Comptroller.

No reply received up to May 10th.
THOMAS F. WEST,
Candidate for Attorney General.

No statement for ',l::1lii|':-.|i.-lll received up Lo -"'[31:-' 10th.

F. A. WOOD,
Candidate for Governor.

No reply received up to May 10th
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Tear off this Back Cover— Put Stamp on
reverse side and mail it TODAY

Principles of
“Back to Broward” League

(9 by
[ Believe
That Florida’s promises of Everglades drain-
age are binding upon Florida's citizens.

That all present contracts should be completed,
but that all future drainage work in the Everglades
should be concentrated and completed in units and
that lands sold to small investors five, six and seven
vears ago should be drained first, as (zovernor
Broward planned.

That no State bonds should be issued, neither
should general State funds be appropriated by the
[egislature for Everglades drainage. All so-called
“Ctate’” lands in the Everglades district should be
unreservedly dedicated to drainage and placed
back of bonds, in order that ample funds may be
raised for drainage as was intended by the Con-
gress of the United States when granting these
lands to the State. The present issue of bonds is
too small to give real drainage for any considerable
area. even if sold in its present form.,

That with the project standing on its own feet,
the Everglades district is entitled to “home rule”
and local commissioners, even as any other drain-
age district in Florida.

That the present policy of ignoring State
pledges of drainage reflects upon the fair name ot
the State and is greatly injuring all sections thereof.

That every candidate for State ofhice should
pledge himself to SAvE THE HoNoOR oF FFLORIDA
and, if elected, to carry out the principles set
torth above.

[f you believe in these principles, sign your
name below and mail this card to the League
headquarters; this makes you a member of the
“Back 10 BrROwWARD” LEAGUE. There are no

Iihll.".‘:. SJ:_E;'J'I ||IJ':'.|":" .
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