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EDWARD HELTZEIL KUNKEL

SECOND

of a Trip Through the Everglades

FPAFER

INCE writing my last article
for The Tropic Magazina |

have made saveral ;-1'::.~.;-|:|_'.'.i||!f
trips through the state. In this ar-
' '-- I will tell shout one of them.
5 trip, from Fort Lauderdale
to L |.n.-'||l:-r'l on the weslern shore of
Lake Okeechobee was made in com
pany with Mr. Herbert Shimp and
hig wife on their boat “Lakeport.”
When we arrived at the locks, we
found the dam partly completed and
the water raized some, which Was a
great help in navigation for quite a
distanee above the dam. Wao r'|:|]_||EI
I_I‘:|' 'j_r_|,'|_|i,|_-:-'\. pretiy wiell o 'Ir.l:'l.l'ri With
water for o distance of abont thirty
miles above the locks. Part of this
could have been caused by the dam,
but for about tweniy miles it was
|:'||r|r:5|'u.', it the canal from the
:.,rlu".

As we =sailed around Lake Okee-
chobee we found that it would have
bieén '_|||||-:--:--i|||-|'- o el within many
rods of the shore with a boat. Im
my opinion, ir |.:||-:I.' Okeechobee is to
be kept rluu' ble thera will have to
he o lock, close to the lake, in every
canal, and several below if the l.:=.l1-:I.'!-
are to be made navigable,

With the canals their present
depth, if they are dammed 80 ..-: Lo
ralse the water h u,ln enough for boats
drawing three or four feet i‘-. -'-':ﬂ
bring the water level almost To the
gurface of the land in the 'ET HOT=
tion of the 'glades. It will be satis-
factory for navigation, but how
anout the intermediate land between
the pine land off the coast and the

]-lm. land around the lake? Oeen-
mlly during a dry spell it might
|"|'||_|,|| with a hoe, but never un
~enals are considerably deep-
hey ace oW, SR We |".n.'|ll.'l.‘.
the Im.'- '‘wlades to be drained safli-
ciently to permit farming with mule:
or horees, Before this iz ]Ill-'l.'\-E-ll.II.' the
wabor level wi'l have to be dropped
from ihree Lo four feet so that the
fand can pack sufficiently: This is, of
course, the intention of the state; anc
as &0on as our canals are deedped to
the required depth—ten fest—and
the locks put in, then we will have
':-u.l_h ||;|_1.i;._l;||r|-q_= -;_'.;l'.'::ll-:. and ".-.'l_'||
dramed land.

lake Okeechobee 13 the second
larrest body of fresh water entirely
in the lpited States. When out 1n
the middle of it one can well imagine
he is out in the Atlantie Oecean, as no
land can be seen in any direction. It
is hard to believe by simply looking
it 1he map that Florida has such a
beautiful body of water within her
boundaries.

Some time after we entered the
lake we paszed land which the cap
tain told us was ealled ”|l-=-'|'1.;|l.i-l||
Island. 'I':|'u1'|'| the distance 1t AR
ed to be about a hundred acres in ox-
tent. A little later we could begin to
soe the tops of treez and B00n wWere
in full view of what iz known as
Lakeport beach. It 15 a mice sandy
beach about forty miles in length and
we were told that there was o nice
little settlement of about forty fami-
lies a little farther back.

Well, we soon landed and 1 had
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scarcely set my feet on the dock when
I heard that there was to be & hase-
Lall game that afternoon! The Lake-
port boys were to play the fishermen.
In a few minutes I heard another sur-
prising sound, apparently in the
weads near the doek. It sounded
familiar. Soon two automobiles came
up the road at the rate of 1,|||,:|'|,:.'
miles am hour—which explained the
s,

We found after getting in the car
that the loam, sand and muck iz s0
well settled and eompact that when
the growth of weeds is cleared off an
automobile can go over it anywhere,

Mr. Shimp informed us that the
business phrt of Lakeport was about
three-fourths of a mile back from
the lake, and that most of the beau-
tiful lots near the lake front were in-
tended for residence sites, I could nuot
understand why l:!'.i.‘:'.' went back =o
far when there were sueh besutiful
building sitez along the shore. The
muck here i from five to seven foat
above the water. When I came to the
lown I found out why the first set-
tlars went back a little to build. I am
not exaggerating when I =zav that it
18 one of the most beautiful places in
the state. The soil is sandy loam with
a red =and and clay subsoil.

O ithe Shora of Lake heecksbas

The country is level and almost as
smooth as a board, and the grass 15
the finest in the state for Fi|[1_1,=||ij|j.=,'
cattle, 1saw many cattle grazing and
they all looked well. I understand
that over twenty thousand head have
heen shipped from this locality in the
past few months.

Une of the most beautiful attrac-
tions of the place are the palms, They
make a good shade and vet are tall
enough to allow the air to circulate
freely. The country iz covered with
groups of them. As the town was
only started last December and
scarcely any of the settlers had
heard of it before last Oetober, they
have not had time to do any great
amount of planting. They are at
present plowing up large tracts for
fall planting, and I have been told
that experiments have proved that
all kinds of “truck” will grow to per-
fection without fertilizer. 1 have mo
doubt that this is true, as I have seen
It proven in other places around the
lake.

The only citruzs trees I saw wers
oranges and lemons which were
planted by stockmen some twenty or
thirty yvears ago. The oranges were
the aweet seedling variety and were
heavily loaded and in fine eondition.
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Taridivg Amomyg the Palms

With the experience I have had in
growing grapefruit and oranges, and
in selecting soil for them, I must say
that this looks gocd to me.

Lakeport has & store, post ofhce
and hotel. Lumber is on the ground
for a school and a church which will
be ready by fall, when many more
settlers are expected. It will be in-
teresting to wateh the growth and
development of this little town in a
beautiful location om a beautiful
hody of water.

This place will probably have &
railroad in o short time. Tie eamps
are busy, graders are at work. They
have the right kind of settlers there.
most of them voung people, many of
them college sgraduates—but not
afraid of hard work., Most of them
live in tents as wyet, but they have
i BAW mill and as fast as the I bt
is eut out they are building houses.

They all turn out and help newcom-
ors gret -:-e:‘_1_|-:_'-||I and ry to make them
fea] at home,

Mr. Shimp's bungalow was not yet
completed, the hotel was crowded, 50
he turned his tent over to us, while
hiz wife and he were provided for by
good neighbors,

A town that is started with this
kind of material and with i1ts fad-
vantages of soil, climate and location,
-.l.'i]] 0 U E:.l-;-c:- F! | '|'|'|II.-|||'-:-:-'!'|'|. 11_ wrill
not be long before 1t will be 8 great
city, and there will be fine orange
and grapefruit groves to bring wealth
to its citizens.

I have been called a dreamer by
some of the readers of my other ar-
ticle, but are mnot realities alwaya
preceded by dreams? Besides, “what
would we do in this waorld of ours,
were it not for the dreams ahead!™




