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The multi-millionaire of Star Island
• 236th in a series on early Miami 

HOWARD KLEINBERG
Editer of The Miami News

a houseboat. In 1926, he bought the former 
Star Island Yacht Club and spent $85,000, a 
princely sum in those days, remodeling it into 
a palatial residence.

He spent his winters on Star Island and his 
summers at South Dartmouth, Mass.

His civic activity in Miami was heavy. Ac
cording to clippings in The Miami News’ files. 
Green’s activities included donations to 
many of the needy groups in the community.

“Perhaps more than any other individual.” 
a Miami News story also noted, “Colonel 
Green was responsible for the great suc
cesses of the annual Miami All-America Air 
races, for which he donated the most impor
tant cup In competition. He’d sit in the 
glass-topped car and watch the maneuvers 
every year.”

In 1932, Green announced that he was fi
nancing a plan to smash the atom. His pro
gram did not succeed but was followed, not 
much later, by success by others.

Green’s car was a curiosity. It was all en
closed in glass, “a large brown sedan with

glass through which he could see but not be 
seen. This car became a familiar sight on Mi
ami streets during the season and the philan
thropist could enjoy the sun's rays through 
the glass roof as well as watch the stars or 
airplanes or other things in the upper air.”

Green fell ill at his Star Island home in 
1935. He suffered from heart disease. After 
being bedridden for months, he was trans
ferred to Lake Placid, N.Y., where he died on 
June 8, 1936 at the age of 67. He is buried in 
Bellows Falls, Vt., alongside his mother.

Following his death and a long estate bat
tle by his widow — his 1906 will had be
queathed his fortune to his sister and his wife 
renounced all claim to his estate when they 
married in 1917 — the Star Island home was 
in disuse for almost two decades. Finally, in 
1953, the estate — too expensive and elabo
rate to be purchased by a single party — was 
divided into three homes and sold to three 
families.

• NEXT SATURDAY: The railway that went 
to sea.

His full name was Edward H. Robinson 
Green, but he was more familiarly known as 
Col. E.H.R. Green. His Star Island intimates 
knew him as Uncle Ned Green. He got to be a 
colonel by being a member of the military 
staff of a Texas governor at one time.

And he was rich!
Green was the son of Henrietta Howland 

Green, reputed to have been the richest 
woman in the world in her day. Hetty Green, 
as she was known, Inherited $10 million when 
her parents died in 1865. She built that for
tune to more than $100 million when she died 
In 1916.

The Colonel inherited that.
London-born Col. Green managed his 

mother’s properties, such as railroads and 
banks, and built the fortune even greater.

Green came to Miami in 1921, being the 
first to travel here on the inland waterway in

Green and his dog Stella sit in his customized automobile in this January 1932 photograph

Miami: The way we were



(From The Miami Daily News,
Jan. 15, 1932) .

Green Cash May 
Smash Atom

Experiments to unleash the mighty forces held 
latent in the tiny world of the atom are being 
carried on at Round Hill, Massachusetts estate of 
Col. E.H.R. Green, noted Miami Beach winter 
resident, the colonel revealed today in an inter
view given at his Star island winter home.

Through construction of electric ray appara- 
tus, far more powerful than anything of its type 

ever before developed, scientists financed by 
Colonel Green are preparing the climax to a se
ries of electrical experiments to break down the
atom.

Smashing the atom has been the dream of sa
vants for years, as only by breaking it down may 
the gigantic forces existing within these units be 
transformed from metaphysical theory to actual 
power for driving the wheels of the world’s in
dustries.

Generation of an electric power of 25,000,000 
volts is the principal effort required to carry 
through the experiments at Colonel Green’s Mas
sachusetts estate. While Colonel Green is fur
nishing the backing for the experiments, the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology staff of 
scientists is carrying out the work. Dr. Van De 
Graaff, inventor of powerful ray apparatus, is 
the principal savant involved.

The experiments, while having the ultimate 
goal of smashing the atom, also would result in 
the discovery of super X-ray equipment that 
would enable medical science to surpass by a 
great degree the limitations of the present X-ray.

Colonel Green said preliminary experiments 
had shown real progress. The ultimate attempt 
to break down the atom will be made at the han
gar during June. However, this date is tentative.

“I can’t say whether we’ll be ready then or 
not,” the colonel said. “Many problems must be 
surmounted. When I came south, I expected to 
find the addition to my home here finished, but 
there were delays. I may find the same thing has 
happened to the ray apparatus when I return 
north.”

Even though the Round Hill tests fail to reach 
their objective, Colonel Green believes the prob
lem of smashing the atom will be solved within a 
few years.

The colonel expressed himself as highly satis
fied with his new glass-topped automobile, made 
after his own specifications.

“There’s only one thing that worries me 
about it,” he asserted. “That is how it will be
have during rain. I am anxious to try it out in the 
rain. In placing the glass top, we didn’t think 
about the effect of driving rain on a horizontal 
glass surface. I hope it isn’t too noisy.”

The colonel, who, with Mrs. Green, arrived 
this week, expressed regret that he missed the 
air races, in which he donated a cup. He intends 
to remain at the Beach until spring, when he will 
return north for the atom-smashing experi
ments.

Green's estate was the Star Island Yacht Club when he purchased it in 
1926. He spent $85,000 transforming it into his residence.

(Excerpted from The Miami News, July 7, 1953)

NEW OWNERS HUNT TREASURES

Famous Green Mansion Split 3 Ways
By JACK W. ROBERTS 

Miami Daily News Staff Writer
Fifty-room mansions are just like icebergs 

— they’re nice to look at but there really isn’t 
a market for the things.

For years that was the case with the fabu
lous Star Island estate of the late Col. E.H.R. 
Green, son of the famous and eccentric wom
an financier, Hetty Green.

Construction experts examined the sprawl
ing waterfront estate and figured it would 
cost $5,000,000 to duplicate today. But even 
with the price whittled down to one fiftieth 
of this amount ($100,000), it was impossible 
to find a person willing to take on the heavy 
tax load presented by the property.

Then George Deen, a local broker, hit on 
the solution. Why not split the estate into 
three sections and sell it that way?

That’s what Deen did and this week the 
new owners are happily rummaging through 
the effects of the late Col. Green and having a 
wonderful time restoring the mansion to its 
former beauty.

The man, or center section of the mansion 
was purchased by Cecil and Edna Loeb, of Mi
ami Beach and Washington. It was with their 
portion of the building that most of the furni
ture was thrown into the bargain.

The living room rug is a Kerman oriental 
creation, which reputedly set the lavish- 
spending Col. Green back a cool $50,000. 
Frankly, the rug looks a little beaten up, but 
the Loebs hope to have it restored.

There isn’t a stick of veneer furniture in 
the mansion — everything is solid something 
or other. Rich brocaded leather chairs line a 
massive director’s table in the library. The 
drapes are all brocaded and present a good 
size lifting problem.

Standing out like a sore thumb in the li
brary is a huge set of scales, enclosed in a 
glass case. Col. Green was a diamond collec
tor and the scales were used to weigh his 
treasures.

The colonel also liked movies and a 
full-size projection room was added to the li
brary so he could watch in comfort.

The tremendous fortune which Hetty 
Green built up and wouldn’t spend was so big 
that even the spendthrift Col. Green couldn’t 
put a dent in it.

Hetty was worth in excess of $100,000,000 
when she died and the hoard kept growing 
and growing from dividends.

Col. Green married and later disinherited 
his wife after giving here $750,000 in cash 
and $1,000,000 in bonds. When he died she re
ceived only their bedroom suite, and the for
tune reverted to his sister, Mrs. H. Sylvia A. 
H. G. Wilks.

The Loebs are sure that antique collectors 
would like to get a share of Col. Green’s trea
sure — but they’re not for sale. The Loebs 
have a beautiful modern home on Hibiscus Is
land, but they’re giving that up for the plea
sure of restoring the mansion.

They won’t use a major portion of their 
share. There are 17 servants’ rooms, which 
will be sealed off. Col. Green kept a staff of 
30 servants and they were a bit cramped in 
their quarters.

The east end of the estate was purchased 
by Ernest L. Hallbauer. He didn’t get nearly 
as many rooms as the Loebs but his share con
tains a massive elevator which runs from the 
first to the second floor.

Part of the building was cut away to sepa
rate Hallbauer’s share from the Loeb’s.

An entirely separate wing on the west end 
of the property was purchased by David Par- 
rack of Washington. He has already restored 
his portion and it’s closed for the summer. 
Like the Loebs, Parrack also owned an island 
estate but couldn’t resist the lure of the Green 
property.

The new residents figure the house is 
worth its weight in conversion.

Col. Green is dead, but he’ll always be the 
unseen guest and prime topic of conversation 
for the new owners of his mansion.
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ie Caribbean harbor on the French island of St. Barthelemy is quiet and hopes to stay that way

The Caribbean
Elegant retreats and quiet waters await the tourist rush

)SEPH B. TREASTER
• New York Times News Service

t is a recurring fantasy triggered by the bone-chill- 
ing days of winter. First there are the palm trees, 
always the palm trees; then the wide, tawny beach 
iding down to a gentle emerald sea, a clear robin’s- 
g sky stretching out forever and the embrace of a 
othingly warm breeze, heavy with the aroma of the 
a.
Few of us are immune to this fantasy. It is also one 
it can easily be indulged. Just pack a bag, go out to 
e of the airports and in a few hours you can be on 
e of the dozens of islands that sweep across the Ca- 
ibean Sea in a 2,500-mile arc from the waters off 
3rida to the coast of South America.
This season TWA is beginning service from New 

z>rk and St. Louis to San Juan, P.R., and to Nassau 
id Freeport in the Bahamas, which are technically 
the Atlantic, but come to most people’s minds 

hen the word Caribbean is mentioned in chilly 
irthern climes. With four-day packages available in 
e neighborhood of $500 including round-trip air 
re, a hotel room and sometimes even meals, the 
eat winter escape is no longer reserved for the rich, 
it for those who have the money and prize exclu- 
zity, there are a number of elegant retreats that
arge $300 a day and up.
As the winter season opens, hotel projects abound, 
rticularly on the larger or more popular islands. In 
erto Rico, the Hyatt Corp, has taken over the giant 
rromar and Dorado Beach Hotels and has started 
lecorating all the rooms. El San Juan, a 26-year-old 
dmark, has had a $30 million overhaul after being 
sed for two years and is set to reopen in January, 
hundred villas are being added to the Palmas del 
r complex in Humacao.
In Nassau, the Bahamas, there’s big investment 
ne Cahle Beach, where the two-year-old Cable r

The tiny islands like Petit St. Vincent and Musti- 
que in the Grenadines tend to offer quiet, often ele
gant vacations with little glitter. Anguilla, near St. 
Martin, and the not-so-small island of Barbuda near 
Antigua are similar in this way. They are not always 
easy to get to. For example, on some days it takes 
connections on three planes and a boat to get to Petit 
St. Vincent. But that, and the steep prices, only seem 
to add to the cachet.

The Petit St. Vincent Resort, with 22 rooms, char 
ges $240 a day for a couple; this includes three meals 
The rate is $8 higher at the 19-room Cotton House on 
Mustique, but only a Continental breakfast is includ
ed. The Malliouhana Hotel on Anguilla, which opened 
last year, charges $260 to $300 a day for a couple, 
without meals. The Malliouhana boasts marble baths 
and says it has the largest rooms in the Caribbean. A 
couple can stay at the Coco Pont Lodge on Barbuda 
for $400 to $600 a night. At that price the manage
ment sends a light plane to meet your flight from the 
United States at the airport in Antigua. Deep sea fish
ing, sailing, tennis, all meals and just about every
thing else you could want, except champagne, are in
cluded.

Not all the little islands are so expensive. Consider 
Dominica, a rugged volcanic island, poor in beaches, 
but rich in tropical foliage, birds and butterflies. A 
room for two in the Layou Valley Inn on a forested 
hill about 11 miles from the capital of Roseau is just 
under $50 a night.

Dominica, a former British colony and one of the 
poorest islands in the Caribbean, lies about midway 
between the French islands of Guadeloupe and Marti
nique and can be reached by light plane in 20 to 25 
minutes. Tourists vacationing in the French islands 
and sometimes even Antigua, which is 50 minutes 
away by air, often spend a few days in Dominica.

Some of the larger islands and groups of islands 
offer both quiet and rip-roarin’ action. In the Monte
go Bay area of Jamaica, for example, there are re
sorts with bargain packages for couples inclined to 
weeklong parties as well as sedate places that feel 
like country clubs and charge $300 a night. Off to
ward the northeast tip of Jamaica, outside the town 
of Port Antonio, on the beach and surrounded by jun
gle-covered hills are two superb resort hotels, the 
Trident Hotel and the Marbella Club at Dragon Bay. 
The rates for both start at about $300 a couple a 
night.

The Bahamas and Puerto Rico also offer a mix of 
the fast life and the subdued. Gambling casinos with 
all the usual games and floor shows with Las Vegas- 
style dancers draw hordes of visitors. But most of the 
700 islands in the Bahamas chain are sleepy little 
places, ideal for swinging in a hammock, snorkling, 
scuba diving or hunting with fly or spinning tackle 
for the elusive bonefish.

There are also vast stretches of quiet, virtually un
developed beaches in Puerto Rico. Not so long ago 
Puerto Rico had a reputation for treating tourists 
with a kind of disdain. But a recent visit indicates 
that, if that was ever true, it certainly is not now.

A few years ago, a political leader on one of the is
lands criticized his neighbors for promoting their is
lands to outsiders as paradise when in fact the resi
dents were plagued with all kinds of economic and 
social problems. His idea was to focus on the best of 
what was local. But the idea did not get very far. 
Most of the islands are still selling a kind of a dream, 
projecting themselves as hideouts from a harsh 
world, cozy cocoons where the sun almost always 
shines and the toughest decisions are whether to have 
the rum punch or the pina colada.



ng Cable Beach, where the two-year-old Cable 
ich Hotel has acted as a catalyst for improvements 
neighboring resorts. On Grand Cayman, the new 
nd Pavilion Hotel is adding 60 rooms and a con- 
mce center to an island noted for casual living, 
dominiums and scuba diving.
)evelopments on other islands include the wide- 
ad construction of housekeeping villas, the addi- 
of more island-to-island ferryboats, the restora- 
of a plantation home as a hotel on Nevis and the 
ling of an 18th-century merchant’s house as a 
eum on St. Eustatius.
onaire, with a grant from the European Common 
Scet, has resurfaced the climbing roads in its na
il park and inaugurated bus tours of the island’s 
landscape. In Curacao, a 6,000-foot man-made 

h — said to be the Western Hemisphere’s longest 
near completion. In Turks and Caicos, a subma- 

for two passengers is available for cruising along 
mderwater coral wall. And on Grand Cayman, a 
ally designed excursion submarine for 28 pas- 
;rs is scheduled to go into operation Dec. 1. The 
1 will make 10 to 12 hourlong trips daily — at 
person for day trips, $55 at night — from the

;e Town harbor.
st year, more than 7.7 million people — nearly 
hirds of them Americans, largely from the East 

— headed for the Caribbean. This year more 
8 million are expected. And in a world increas- 
conscious of security, the Caribbean seems well 

ved from many of the tensions that foster ter- 
m.
lere are islands for every taste: lively, quiet, rus- 
;litzy. Even though the distance to most of the is- 
s is not great, their atmosphere is distinctly for- 
and they tend to feel far away. People seem to 

e at perhaps half to two-thirds the speed at 
ch New Yorkers normally cruise and, unless you 
trying to work in the Caribbean, that can have an 
rmously relaxing effect.
The whole area was colonized by Europeans and 
»ely populated by slaves brought from Africa to 
k the sugar plantations. After the abolition of 
ery, shiploads of indentured workers were 

’ignt in from India. The French, Spanish, Dutch
English all left their imprints on the islands and 
people. That, added to the personalities of the is- 
lers and the size, location and varying economic 
Abilities of the islands, has combined to give ev- 
island a character of its own.
'he islanders invented calypso and reggae. But the 
:t accessible music, which flows around you from 
moment you arrive, is in the lilting speech of the 
pie. Since most of the islands were British colo- 
;, English is the most common language in the Ca- 
>ean. There are some places — the poor sections 
Kingston, Jamaica, for example, or on the water- 
nt in Grenada — where the accent is so profound 
1 the slang so obscure that an American needs an 
?rpreter. But for the most part conversation with 
people a tourist is likely to meet is not difficult. 
Many in the tourist trade speak two and three lan- 
ges and menus are usually printed in at least two 
guages including English. If you happen to speak 
principal language of the island, so much the bet- 
you can step out of your daily routine and spend 

ir vacation never speaking English.
Everyone seems to agree that the best eating in the 
ibbean is in the French islands, Guadeloupe, Mar
que, St. Bart’s and the French half of St. Martin, 
ne of the expensive, all-inclusive resorts sprinkled 
ough the region also have reputations for good 
ehens and there are some culinary surprises else- 
ere
There is an excellent restaurant, for example, in

Green Parrot Hotel in St. Lucia and the Italian 
aurant atop the Windham Hotel in Kingston, Ja- 
ca, is good. In Santo Domingo in the Dominican 
ublic, Vesuvio’s, along the waterfront boulevard, 
Lina’s in the hotel and casino of the same name 
e fine Italian food.
i most of the Caribbean, simple dishes like grilled 
and chicken usually come out of the kitchen in 
r shape than ones with fancy sauces. Wine and 
whisky tends to be expensive, but many islands

t their own rum and beer.

Traveler's Directory
OEADLINE 12 NOON (2 THURSDAYS PRIOR TO PUBLICATION)

AIR SPECIALS
AROUHD THE WORLD

• LOW ROUND TRIP PRICES •
N Y. $138/Calif $198/Madrid $519 
Lima S409/RÌO $569/London $499 
Germany $499/Amsterdam $429/Rome $701 
Caracas $250/Paris $523/Tel Aviv $669 
DON CARTER TRAVEL e (305) 385-2585

GETAWAY TRAVEL Super fares RT 
London $499 a Madrid $499 a Rome 
$699 a Barbados $301 a Rio $577 
a H. Kong $895 a Tokyo $885 a 
(305) 446-7855 Opan Sunday.

WORLBWIBE

GREAT TIME TOURS a 665-9064 
Round Trip Fare From Miami 

NO ADVANCED PURCHASE REQUIRED
London $548/Frankfurt $499/Brussels $498

LONDON $495-Paris $510 - India $1150 
Around The World $1495 - BA $610 - Rio $575 

Tokyo $885 - OTHER CITIES ON REQUEST
Interworld Travel: (305) 443-4929

NY, Toronto or Montreal $150 RT 
Autotrain North $65 Adults, $99 Auto 
Brochures, Maps, Free Ticket Delivery

Buffalo Travel 7300 SW 42 St 264-7417

CABEEB/TRftVEi THIUHIHG
AMERICAN STANDARD TRAVEL INST. 
Exciting Career. Ticketing/Computers 

On-the-job-training. Start Anytime 
Individual Attention e 754-7200

BRECKENRIDGE
Deluxe 1-bedroom or studio, condo, on 
slopes. Hot tubs, sauna, indoor/out- 
door pool. Ski Inn/Out. Best location. 
Book w/owner & save. Holiday space 
still available. 419-537-1950

SKI CONDO. 2 bedroom, 2 bath, fire
place. Near Keystone, Breckenridge, 
Copper, Loveland Basin in George
town. $450 week 325-1172, 665-3666

CRUISE CLUBS
e CRUISE CLUB, INC. e 

“SEA THE WORLD A SAVE’’
No Membership Fee — Guarantee Savings 
on all cruises. • Call (305) 947-3004

CRUISES
• CENTRALIA CRUISE CENTER • 

Attractive rates for 3-4-7 day cruises
Take advantage NOW of discounts 
offered by Cruise Lines. Call for resv. 
445-6994

e EXCLUSIVELY CRUISES e
Represents all major cruise lines world 
wide. For group or individual info when 
planning your next cruise call 238-2808

DiSHEVWORLD/EPCOT
Continental Motel — Naw. $18 Sgla.
$24.94 (up to 4 persons.) Eff. $5 extra. 
AAA approved. Pool/R-TV/K-bed. 
5 min. to Disney. 1-800-432-1030.

EMBASSY MOTEL. 100 New Rooms. 
$22 for 2 per nite. 4 mi. E. of Disney- 
Epcot entrance. Pool-phone-satellite 
TV-shuttle-laundry. 4880 W. Hwy. 192 
Kissimmee. Good thru 12-22-85 Resv. 
call toll free 800-432-0153

TRAVELERS INN ON LAKE CECILE 
★ ★★AWARD —AAA 

5 MINUTES TO DISNEY7EPCOT
3 Days 2 Nights $59.95 plus tax

Each additional night $29. Includes:
2 Breakfaste/2 Welcome Cocktails
After 2-15-86 $5 sur chg per adult per nite

4990 W. Spacecoast Pkwy. (US 192) 
Kissimmee, FL 32741 

Call Toll Free 1-800-432-3448

FLORIDA
FT. MYERS BEACH

LUXURY GULF-FRONT CONDO APT.
for rent. Furnished 1 bedroom 
efficiency, sleeps 6. Tennis, pool. 
Wkend/wkly/monthly (305)653-2261

NAPLES
•• SUMMER GETAWAY

All suites directly on Gulf. Suites fr. $69 
per nite. Edgewater Beech Hotel, 1901 
Gulfshore Blvd. N. Naples 800- 
282-3766

LIGHTHOUSE INN e (813) 597-3345
Effie, e $30 Night e $155 Week 
1 BR Apt e $35 Night e $185 Week 
9140 Gulf Shore Dr., Naples, FL 33963

SANIBEL ISLAND ----------
Sanibel Private Perfection: Perfect 4 
bdrm/3 bath/sleeps 10/Designer Fur
nished/100 yds to Gulf Private Beach/ 
Mthly rent only 305-595-5872 856-8880

FLORIDA KEYS
— SAILIW6 — —

SAIL-DIVE-SNORKEL-FISH in Key
Largo/Pennekamp. Private wknd 

charters on 5V ketch “Witt’s End“ 
Capt. B.J. Witt, eves. 1-451-3354

In nearest, warmest, Lovely Merida 
the JANEIRO HOTEL is super comfort:

Air Conditioning, Pool, Restaurant. 
Double $12. Street 57 No 435 Ph. 33602

NOTELS/MOTELS

OCEANFRONT HOTEL-CARILLON BEACH
Hotel rooms & efficiencies. Short/long 
term lease or purchase.

For info, call 387-1706

NEW YORKÆONG ISLAND
—- CAR RENTALS —

CONTINENTAL RENT-A-CAR, INC.
Current models, unlimited mileage. 
Economy cars $24.95 per day or 
$139.95 per week (with 48 hour ad
vance reservation) larger cars, slightly 
higher. Available at JFK & Islip Airports. 

For Information and Reservations 
Call 1 (800)431-6031 
Or Your Travel Agent

SKIING
e SKI COLORADO/UTAH e 

Aspen-Vail-Steamboat-Salt Lake
8 Days 7 Nights from $399 per person 
plus air fare. Includes first class hotel, 
double occupancy, 6 day lift ticket & 
bus transfer.

Condominiums Also Available
BOOK BEFORE DECEMBER 31 A 

FLY FIRST CLASS FREEtl 
Cell High Country Ski Tours 

1-800-221-3732

WINTER PARK/COLORADO 
THE PERFECT SKI VACATION

Luxury condominiums at economical 
prices. Offering: Pools, Saunas. Hot 
Tubs, Transportation, TV’s. Free Fire-
wood. For info. & Resv. call: toll free 
1-800-525-2465 or write: Box 3450, 
Winter Park, CO 80482

W0RL8WIDE SKIING
SKI ESCAPE: USA • Canada • Europe

S. America • N. Zealand-Australia Ind. or 
group. Ski A Travel Int’l Inc. P0 Box 
630096, Mia., FL 33163 935-6063

WESTERN CARIBBEAHRESORT
Bey lelendt Hideway, small inn on 
beach, w/amenities. $35 sgl-$55 dbl. 
meals incl. Brochure. Club Guanaja 
Etta, PO Box 40541, Cincinnati, OH 
45240 (513) 825-3845

YOUR AD ALSO APPEARS IN OUR INTERNATIONAL EDITION.

TO ADVERTISE CALL 376-2780


